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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 


TuHE following pages are notes taken from the Noon 
Scripture Readings, at 229 Temple Court, New York, 
from July 8 to September 8, 1896, written from mem- 
ory immediately after the readings; and while not 
literally exact, the substance of what was spoken 
has been preserved. This may account for the con- 
densed form of many of its pages. It is all imper- 
fect, but it was asked for, and so it is given. 

As closing up all that God has to say to man until 
the second coming of Christ, and closely linked with 
all that He has said from the beginning of His com- 
munications, and reviewing in the light of the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ all man’s doings, ‘‘ Revelation” 
is of intense interest, becoming more grave in mean- 
ing as the time shortens till He come. Evidently, 
things are moving toward the final accounting, which 
may begin at any time. 

The book of Revelation is, clearly, the Judge stand- 
ing at the door, as the last words intimate, to the 
Assembly of God (chap. iii. 20.), to the Jews (x. 6.), 
and in relation to the world (xxii. 10.); and while the 
enemy of God and man is most active in turning 
men aside from the word of God, it becomes those 
who know Him to give the more earnest heed to it. 
If we want to know what the judgment of God is on 
all that is going on, here it is. It carries us from the 
cross of Christ, (i. 18.), to the lake of fire, (xx. 15.), 
the two places where sin is thoroughly judged. 

In chap. ii. iii. we find Christ’s judgment of Christ- 
endom, looking narrowly into it and setting it aside 





when it has become utterly corrupt, while saving all 
who are His through grace and so through faith. 
He may deny as His representatives those who deny 
Him, but He cannot deny Himself. Those who 
believe on Him are His eternally, and they must be 
with Him in heaven, manifesting His glory. Such 
are seen here in chap. iv. v. 

In chap. vi. the judgment in connection with the 
Jews is given, and viii.—x. on the apostate Christen- 
dom, left after the saved are taken away. And this 
is in both cases by a hardening process. Then in 
chap. xii. there is the explanation of how the king 
and the antichrist shall obtain sovereignty by the 
casting down of Satan from the heavenly place to 
the earth, bringing on the great tribulation and the 
final conflict of all the powers of evil against Christ 
and His chosen people on the earth. 

We may adore the grace that thus forewarns us of 
the end of everything, being itself the token of our 
being ‘“‘friends” of whora Christ speaks in John xv. 
It is clear that He who made all things for Himself 
will in due time enter upon the possession of that 
which He has also purchased, for He has not meant 
that Satan shall have anything permanently that 
He made for His own glory. The heart rendered 
sensitive to Ged’s thoughts and ways must discern 
in the movements, both religious and political, of the 
present, the utter hopelessness of anything under 
man’s domination, and be led to review the pledges 
upon which our hope is built of the imminence of the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

229 TEMPLE CouRT, Oct. 9, 1896, 


REVELATION. 


CHAPTER I, 


We are not left in doubt as to the matter of this 
book, tor it definitely announces itself a revelation. 
Instead of being a sealed book the opening of seals 
characterizes the greater portion of it. Instead of 
being hard to understand it distinctly intimates the 
ease of understanding it by pronouncing blessing 
upon those who hear it read; and this is certainly not 
closely inspecting and studying, for a hearer cannot 
do that, whatever he that reads may do. It therefore 
invites the simple and the unlearned, any one with 
an ear for the things of Christ. 

From the exceeding care to state the origin of this 
book and the authority of each word in it, we may 
learn of its being entirely of God. It declares its 
own pedigree in a specially marked way. God gave 
it to Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ to John, and John to 
the seven assemblies. Most assuredly if any book is 
inspired of God, this announces itself such. If any 
book is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, and for instruction in righteousness, this, by 
calling especial attention to its contents and the 
blessing on those who read and hear and heed the 
things written in it, and then by solemnly warning 
against adding to or taking from it any “‘ words of 
the prophecy of this book,” prophecy itself meaning 
speaking for another, speaks in the simplicity of one 
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who has nothing of himself, but only delivers entire 
that which is given to him. 

And this book confirms the inspiration of all the 
previous books of the Scriptures, for it takes up every 
topic of the others and discusses each one in the same 
solemn, moral and spiritual tone and bearing as they 
do. If this is of God, and it says definitely it is, they 
must be. It closes up all these subjects in a way 
that is natural and according to to the drift of them 
throughout the whole series of books, which it here 
unifies, as well, and in a way worthy of the matter 
and of God. Christ gets the honor determined and 
predicted, and all the ways of God are fully vindi- 
cated and justified. It borrows from all, but it 
illuminates all, so bringing out their meanings as to 
be essential as a sequel to each and to all. 

It is a revelation of Jesus Christ; Jesus the hum- 
bled man in the flesh, who by death and resurrection 
accomplishing everything for God is declared both 
Christ and Lord, made such, the Anointed, the Head ; 
the anointing made good in resurrection. It is an 
insisting that His history is the only one, the one God 
gives, that is worthy of being read. It sweeps through 
all the years in which the first man has wrought his 
works, and, bringing all into the light of God’s pres- 
ence, disallows it totally, making only that which is 
of and from and by the Second Man of any account 
to God. All things were made by Him and for Him, 
not for, any more than by, the first man. And herein 
may be found the difficulty that is sometimes ex- 
pressed in understanding the book, because so much 
is given generally for the exaltation of man. But 
man never sought the glory of God in any of his 
works or ways. But this One whose revelation God 
gives us, because He gave it to Him, did only the 
things that pleased God. Without hesitation or con- 
tradiction He could say “I do always the things 
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pleasing to my Father.” ‘‘I came down from heaven 
not = do mine own will but the will of Him that sent 
me.” And so without reserve He could say to God 
**T know that Thou hearest me always.” 

It is as though God had said: ‘I placed man in the 
earth and gave all things under his hands and he 
failed. I gave him government for his safety but he 
rebelled with violence. I gave him Myself as a Friend 
and Guide but he turned from Me. I gave him My 
law but he disobeyed it thoroughly to his utter ruin. 
I placed about him safeguards to remind him of My 
kindness, a Sabbath that he might own Me in it, a 
worship that he might honor Me, but he turned to 
demons and gave his substance to idols. The earth 
and all its appointments which I gave he brought 
under the same ruin, wasting his substance in riotous 
living. But here is One that, tracing the same way 
with all the obstructions that man placed in His 
path, thought of Me in all, kept with Me, honored 
Me, delighted in Me and refreshed Me. So I give 
all into His hands; for Him that honors me I will 
honor.” 

And the unseating of man and the overthrow of 
him who was God’s enemy and his, who led him into 
all this evil, shall be manifested. It must therefore 
be a book of judgment while establishing everything 
on the basis of righteousness in the New Man. 

But they that have with God judged themselves 
and taken their place with the Second Man, through 
all the ages, catching His thought and so resting, 
shall be brought out, sharing according to their place 
in His triumphs and honors. It is indeed blessed to 
read it. 

Giving thus to Jesus Christ the message of what is 
to come to pass with speed when once it begins, He, 
through servants owned by Him, shows by signs, 
sending through messengers in His presence whose 
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work is like the flashing of light, hearkening to His 
word and doing His will, to John, whose ministry 
was to be till He come. And this name, John, ‘the 
gift or favor of God,” links him with the heavenly 
host who had always the name God attached to 
them, he being accredited on the earth, as they from 
heaven, asin Luke i, 19: ‘‘ I am Gabriel (man of God), 
standing in the presence of God.” John had borne 
testimony as to the word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus Christ and as many things as he saw. He 
had been early chosen by the Lord while on earth and 
entrusted with these three things, being thus a tried 
messenger of the truth familiar with Christ’s speech. 

Jesus had been sought after to be put to death from 
His birth; had been scorned, hated, rejected, cruci- 
fied as the worst and lowest criminal. But God 
raised Him from the tomb into which man placed 
Him and He now proceeds to show how He will 
make Him Head over all things. 

This book is supplementary to all the others. As 
Genesis opens out everything, detailed in subsequent 
writings, of what God revealed, literally or in type :-— 
God, creation, man, Satan, sin, Christ, redemption, 
Israel, Gentiles, the assembly of God—so this book 
closes all, bringing before us God and man in the 
new heaven and new earth (Rev. xxi, 1-8), as Gen- 
esis gave God and man in the first heaven and 
first earth (Gen. i.) It had to wait until all the 
counsels and purposes and truth of God had been 
revealed that had been held as secrets in the bosom 
of God, in order to wind up all by showing that all 
must be accomplished by Christ, that all crowns shall 
be placed upon His head. It was given to Christ 
Himself, and as aman with his betrothed, He sent it 
first to His betrothed, the assembly, to whom He 
must tell all and who is to share all and reign with 
Him over all. 
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A special blessing is pronounced upon him that 
reads and them that hear the words of this prophecy 
and that keep the things that are written therein. 
‘The things that are written,” as though something 
more than the mere narrative were meant, and the 
fact that Christ sent and “signified,” that is, ‘‘made 
known by signs,” to His servant John, give us notice 
of the symbolical method adopted by Christ through- 
out the book. 

Ver. 4. ‘‘ The seven assemblies which are in Asia” 
are selected as representatives of all those of Asia 
which had turned away from Paul (2 Tim. ii, 15), the 
church apostle, as Moses was Israel’s apostle. It 
was therefore addressed to them as already in apos- 
tasy. And yet grace and peace are addressed to 
them, for grace and peace are always in His heart, 
let His own be where they will. It comes from 
God, who is the Eternal One, according to the name 
Jehovah which He gave to Israel, ‘‘ who is and who 
was and who is tocome;” and from the seven Spirits, 
the Spirit as a whole in all the completeness..of., His 
operations and manifestations (Isa. xi, 2), the Spirit 
of Jéhovah,.the.Spirit’Of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of know!l- 
edge and of the fear of Jehovah. As the beam of 
light contains the seven prismatic colors so the Holy 
Spirit given to us is spoken of in the epistles. Thus 
power, Rom. viii, 11; of wisdom and of understand- 
ing, Col. i, 9; of counsel, Ephes.; of knowledge, 
Ephes. i, 2; Rom, v, 4; 1 John ii, 20; fear of Jehovah, 
worship, John iv, 24. 

Ver. 5. The salutation is also from Jesus Christ : 

1. The faithful witness, through life and death. 

2. The first begotten from the dead. 

3. The Prince of the kings of the earth, the four 
kings of Dan ii, vii. How the Holy Spirit by these 
numbers seven and three is grasping all things, giv- 
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ing His due to Him who was made flesh and dwelt 
among us: (Ps. lxxxix, 27; Col. i, 18.) 

Vers. 5,6. And now, upon the mention of His 
name at which every knee shall bow, there swells up 
a rich appreciative response from the Holy Spirit in 
the writer for us, naming the three great things per- 
taining to us: 1. He loves us. 2. He has freed us 
from our sins through His blood. 3. He has exalted 
us as royal priests or a kingdom of priests unto His 
God and Father. There is no mention of our relation 
to God as His children here, for it is rather the 
ascription to the One who has done all, and giving 
us our official place as having to do with Him in His 
official capacity. And yet how refreshing upon 
entering upon a book wherein all things are judged 
thoroughly, to be able to say He loves us and has 
freed us from our sins, according to Ephes. v, 25, 26. 
He loved the assembly and gave Himself for it that He 
might set it apart to Himself and cleanse it by the 
washing of the water by the word, that He might 
present it to Himself a glorious assembly not having 
spot or wrinkle orany such thing. The time is close 
at hand here for this presentation and this glory. 
Surely it gives the heart boldness to know all this. 

Ver. 7%. ‘‘ Behold, He cometh with clouds!” This 
is the way He went up and this is the way His mes- 
senger announced He would so come in like manner. 
(Acts i, 11.) The dwelling place of God in connection 
with the earth isacloud. It was over the tabernacle ; 
in it between the cherubim; a guide through the 
wilderness. Here then Christ is announced as com- 
ing down to the earth at His appearing, not to take 
up the assembly, for it shall be with Him at His 
coming as the Sun of Righteousness (Mal. iv). We 
are to be caught up in a moment, before this to meet 
Him in the air. Here (1) Every eye shall see Him in 
judgment; (2) They also who pierced Him (Zech, 

8 


xii), “the Jews specifically,” and many of these 
shall be delivered at that time; besides (3) All the 
tribes of the land shall smite upon their breasts be- 
cause of him. We know many of them did so at 
His death. Even so let it be. 

Ver. 8. Here Christ speaks, giving His titles from 
the beginning, the One by whom and for whom all 
things are and have been. ‘“‘I am A and 4Z, saith 
Jehovah God, who is and who was and who is to 
come.” This spans eternity, past and future, com- 
prehending all names in which God has acted toward 
man: first of all, that which corresponds to ‘‘ the 
word,” the first and last letters of the alphabet and 
all speech, the revelation of God disclosed. Then 
Jehovah, the covenant name for Israel, meaning also 
the Eternal, gathering the substance of the verb to 
be, in the Hebrew, and linking it with ‘‘God,” the 
One displayed in power in creation, and the Al- 
mighty, the names given to the fathers Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. Thus we see wherever God has 
had a people and given to them His name as their 
resource and joy, He who is coming to judge, and to 
close up all accounts and reign, assumes and absorbs 
them all, announcing from Himself, in the first per- 
son without reserve, that He fills all, is all, and holds 
our hope to find all in Him for the future, Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. 
Thus He comprehends all being, in Hebrew, all 
speech, in Greek, the Gentile tongue. It is a superb 
opening for the book. The One whom the world has 
not seen since it buried Him out of its sight, now 
about to return from that far country to which He 
went to receive His kingdom, having all authority 
in heaven and on earth, gives through His messen- 
ger and ambassador, His titles and credentials, in- 
herent and won and well authenticated in all history. 
Of momentous interest is this to both saint and sin- 
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ner; the One from whom they have heard at any 
period, the One with whom they have to do now and 
henceforth; Creator, Light, Love, Peace, Truth, Way, 
Life, Righteousness, Consuming Fire, Judge, all in 
One ; and He now at the door! 

Vers, 9,10. John, as fully commissioned, is yet the 
sent one from God (John i, 6), a brother and par- 
taker in (1) the tribulation, (2) the kingdom and (3) 
the patient endurance of Jesus Christ (2 Thess. iii, 5), 
waiting and experiencing these on the island of Pat- 
mos, shut out from men on account of the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, and shut in to 
God also, ‘‘in spirit,” as Paulin 2 Cor. xii, indepen- 
dent of the body, and wholly associated with God, 
It is a state of mind in fellowship with God, and 
ready to receive His things as in Ephes.i, ‘‘ the spirit 
of revelation in the knowledge of Him,” and in that 
on the Lord’s day. As the Sabbath was the token 
of rest, the millennial rest in type, so this day, begin- 
ning in resurrection, characterized the whole time, 
and looking towards the coming of the Lord, if it 
be observed properly, seemed to bear him forward 
above everything around him to see all in the Lord’s 
own light. So that he could say of all that happened 
until that coming that it was “‘behind” him. It is 
not so much forecasting as writing history, rapt 
into the future. 

‘The voice as of a trumpet,” indicates that which 
is intelligible to the initiated, to one who has an open 
ear, asin 1 Thes. iv, 16, and not only must the ear 
be open but the eye, for the word was, ‘“‘ What thou 
seest write in a book.” Here we apprehend the spi- 
ritual condition of the servant of the Lord. ‘And 
send to the seven assemblies, unto Ephesus, and unto 
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and 
unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodi- 
cea.” The whole book from beginning to end must be 
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sent to those assemblies, whose names are afterwards 
used to express the spiritual condition of the assem- 
bly throughout its years on earth. 

Ver. 12. “ And I turned to see the voice that spoke 
to me,” which carries on the thought of his spiritual 
elevation. ‘‘ And having turned I saw seven lamp- 
stands of gold.” ‘‘ Candlestick” would not describe 
that which is supplied with the oil, the Holy Spirit, 
the power of its light which stands before God and 
is for Him. Seven lamp-stands instead of one lamp- 
stand with seven branches as in the Tabernacle, in 
Exodus. That was one, Christ, whose beauty un- 
measured is brought out by the Holy Spirit. This 
is the whole history of the assembly of God, consec- 
utively looked at, though rather in its external as- 
pect, the house of God (Ephes. ii; 1 Cor. iii; 1 Tim. 
ili, 15); separate light bearers, yet one in responsibil- 
ity and purpose. 

Ver. 13. ‘‘ And in the midst of the lamp-stands 
One like the Son of Man.” Christ as Man has been 
raised up and made Head of the assembly of God, 
and He rightfully walks amidst these. The long 
robe clothing Him shows His priestly character, it 
being the priest’s business in the tabernacle to see to 
the lamps. His breasts girded, expressive of faith- 
fulness, and of His héart, too; not His loins for ser- 
vice now. 

“Ver. 14. His head and His hair white like white 
wool, like snow; the two figures used of judicial 
holiness, manifested so through death, Isa. i, 18. 
‘“Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white 
as snow ; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” Christ having come forth from the 
grave, where He left our sin and sins, is the One to 
judge, having been judged on the cross for us. The 
character of the judgment is here intimated, the 
cross, ‘‘His eyes were as a flame of fire,” keenly 
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detecting and judging everything; different from 
the eyes He cast upon Peter, and with which He al- 
ways beholds the righteous. Here it is fierce judg- 
ment. All things are naked and opened before such 
eyes. 

Ver. 15. ‘‘ His feet like unto fine brass, as if burning 
in a furnace,” walking in judgment, for both brass 
and fire express the judgment of God on sin and de- 
filement; and His voice “like the sound of many 
waters.” Water tells of nations and peoples. The 
voice of men may have been flattering to the assem- 
bly, to Christendom, but here is one voice equal to 
all. What shall be His verdict ? 

Ver. 16. ‘And He had in His right hand seven 
stars.” Seven is the number of completeness, of 
perfection. He held and directed these representa- 
tives of the assemblies. He has never abdicated His 
place nor His right, nor given His honor to another. 
‘And out of His mouth a sharp sword with two 
edges,” Heb. iv., 12, 18, makes clear that this is the 
word of God, ‘‘ quick and powerful, piercing even 
to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart, neither is there any crea- 
ture that is not manifest in His sight.” ‘ And His 
countenance was as the sun shining in its strength” 
(Mal. iv, 2), speaks of His coming as the sun, opening 
the day of the Lord. 

Vers. 17,18. ‘And when I saw Him I fell at His 
feet as dead.” ‘‘ Enter not into judgment with Thy 
servant, for in Thy sight shall no man living be jus- 
tified” (Ps. cxviii, 2). ‘‘He that died is justified 
from sin” (Rom. vi, 7). These two passages tell the 
whole story. Who could stand before such eyes, 
such a sword, such feet? ‘‘ Dead” is the only an- 
swer. But, “He laid His right hand upon me, say- 
‘ing, Fear not! Iam the First and the Last, He that 
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liveth and was dead ; and behold I am alive until 
the ages of ages,” eternity. How thoroughly that 
“‘fear not” is vindicated! With what boldness may 
John stand, and we also who believe in Him, since 
Christ died and He lives for evermore. ‘‘ Herein is 
love with us made perfect that we may have bold- 
ness in the day of judgment, because, as He is, so 
are we in this world” (1 John iv, 17). This is most 
richly illustrated here, and well could John be used 
by the Holy Spirit to write of the boldness. With 
unblenched cheek he can see all the fierce judg- 
ments of this book now, since Jesus died and rose. 
How all the word is a unit in regard to the Person 
and work of Christ. ‘‘ And I have the keys of hades 
and of death.” His judgment settles all. 

Ver. 19 gives us the three divisions of this book, 
showing the structure to be simple and clear. The 
failure to follow the divisions here has made much 
confusion. ‘‘ Write (1) the things thou hast seen, 
(v, 12-18), (2) the things that are, and (3) the things 
that shall be after these.” ‘‘ Hereafter” is not the 
exact meaning, being an indefinite future, while this 
is definite, immediately succeeding ‘‘the things that 
are.” The things already seen are told. 

Ver. 20 tells at once ‘‘ the things that are.” It be- 
gins, ‘‘ The secret of the seven stars and the seven 
lamp-stands of gold which thou sawest.” The seven 
stars are ; and the seven golden lamp-stands are; we 
are already introduced to the second division and 
‘through with the first. ‘‘The seven stars are the 
‘messengers of the seven assemblies, and the seve 
lamp-stands which thou sawest are the seven assem 
blies.” 

A reference to the Tabernacle in the wilderness 
will make clear the meaning of these symbols. The 
golden lamp-stand characterized the Holy place as 
the Ark and Mercy seat did the Holiest. The light 
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of the lamp was seen only by God and the priests. It 
sets forth the character of the assembly of God as 
known to Him and the worshipers, the internal, the 
real, the saved, the members of the body of Christ, 
raised and seated in the heavenlies. But any one 
could go out through the night while those lamps 
were burning before God and see the stars. They 
were public and all eyes could gaze on them. They 
are the outward, the house, the assembly as seen by 
the world, consisting of all who profess and call 
themselves Christians. 

We are in the followin ‘ing section, embrac- 
ing, hére, chapters § second and third, to learn what is 
written concerning the things that are, “church his- 
tory” as the Lord, the Head of the assembly, sees it 
and describes it. 
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*“To the representative of the assembly in Ephesus, 
write.” These addresses are to the seven assemblies, 
it does not add ‘‘ In Asia,” so probably only these 
names are chosen, and we are not to see the spiritual 
condition of the local assemblies. Indeed there ‘are 
tracés that show clearly that they are consecutive 
and that in the seven we have presented the con- 
tinued decline of the star character, and the continued 
grace and patience and words of encouragement of 
- the Lord to the lamp-stand character, the body, and 

the offers to the faithful, the overcomers, as He por- 
trays their characteristics at each period. 

Ephesus means “‘ desired,” at once giving the re- 
lation of the assembly to Christ. It is the object 
desired. His love is upon it. He loved the assembly 
and gave himself for it that He might set it apart 
and cleanse it by the washing of the water by the 
word that He might present it to Himself a glorious 
assembly without spot or wrinkle. Here He is using 
the word for cleansing for those who are of His body 
while judging the whole as it exists in the world. 
Whatever He may have to say to it of failure, it is 
desired by Him as His own. 

And, here He speaks according to His place and 
authority, walking amidst the lamp-stands and hold- 
ing the seven stars in His right hand. He has not 
given up the place to any other. In the beginning it 
is manifestly His place. God walked in the garden 
at evening in the beginning, but it was after man 
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and woman had fallen. Here it is the same. His 
eyes behold and his eyelids try them all. 

‘‘T know thy works and thy toil and thy patience.” 
These three are found active in the Thessalonians, 
the model of the assembly of God. Each one of these 
precious elements of character was active, and there 
in the sweet enjoyment of the Person of Christ as 
Head, and they were actually waiting for the Son of 
God. He is less here, for it is rather patient endur- 
ance without the mention of the hope and thus betrays 
failure of occupation with the person. Works were 
there, He does not say ‘‘of faith”; labor, too; He 
does not say “of love” any more ‘more than endurance “‘ of 
the hope.” They are evidently dimmed. Let them all 
three be within, but the freshness of that which called 
them out be wanting, and they could become formu-; 
ated into a creed without power. The absence of 
‘faith, love and hope” while ‘‘work, toil and patience” 
(See 1 Thess. 13.) 
There would seem to be a rigidity in righteousness, 
lacking the grace, the tenderness, the vital spring 
and freshness that come from direct contact with 
Christ. They could not endure evil, a good trait in 
company with Christ, who conquered it in death. 
They in this spirit had tried the pretensions of those 
who said they were apostles and were not, and had 
found them false. This could be from occupation 
with negative truth, with defection, but it might be 
while grace was absent. There are four things to 
follow, all together, too: righteousness, faith, love 
and peace (2 Tim. ii, 22); not one at the expense of 
the other three. There isan unwholesomeness result- 
ing from such examinations of evil. ‘‘ Considering 
thyself, lest thou be tempted,” is a needed word in 
Gal. vi. If God acts in the four-fold way of Justice 
and Judgment, Mercy and Truth, we have need of 
the love and peace with righteousness and the faith. 
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They had patience in all this and had suffered for 
His name. 

What then could there be of failure here? This: 
“‘thou hast left thy first love!” This would banish 
, the word in italics, ‘‘ somewhat,” for it is all. What 
is first love in one who is espoused as a chaste virgin 
to one husband, who belongs to him and has had him 
as the one man of the universe? Heart joined to the 
man, he is all; she is absorbed, watching his coun- 
tenance, living in his presence which makes every- 
thing. This alone is what the assembly of God is 
called out for, for Christ alone, His person. It will 
reign with Him because then it will be with Him. 
It is a worshiper, because He is present, the Object. 
It has no meaning apart from Him. It waits for 
Him because He is He. 

To leave this is to lose all. For whom are all the 
varied excellencies and beauties named but for Him ? 
The assembly is not adorned for the world; it is not to 
improve the world; it is not a companion nor caterer 
to the world; is not responsible to it ; owes no alleg- 
iance toit. If it is not absorbed with Christ, living 
in and for Him, only for His admiration and smile 
and comfort, it has nothing distinctive. 

Leaving this, then, all other apostasy is possible, of 
the grossest and most abandoned kind. When a 
maiden betrothed to a man loses him out of her heart, 
she is ready for another. The assembly of God is/ 
eae It is the root of all the sad things in the 
mournful story yet to be told. Unfaithfulness of 
heart is a crime to the sensitive heart of the be- 
feothod:: to get used to doing without the man of 
her affection, to be content without him, to be en- 
gaged with things that have not him in them. To 

he people of God this prepares the way to be en- 

aged with what Christ abhors, to get other interests 

than His. . 
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This is to be “‘ fallen.” In the first stage it is fallen. 
All these graces, industry, patience, sensitiveness to 
His Headship and fallen! a possible condition. So 
accustomed to think of the assembly rather than its 
Head, to care for the improvement of the world than 
meeting His longings for us and for our companion- 
ship, we may be little sensitive to these things, but 
it only shows how fallen. 

The word is, ‘“‘remember, repent and do the first 
works,” not go on with work we have chosen or that 
has been chosen for us. Repent is to bow to God’s 
judgment; to do the first works is to have Him only 
in the heart. It isimperative, but it was not heeded. 

One thing they had which He had. They hated the 
deeds of the Nicolaitans and He hated them. Al- 
ready this, clericalism, was showing itself. In 2 Cor. 
we see those who assumed to be apostles and we 
know the sharp reproof of the Holy Spirit detecting 
such. That which God gave for profit in the assem- 
blies, rule through elders or bishops, which were 
identical, had risen to an evil in this. Nicolaitan, 
from its derivation,.rulers of the people, would in- 
dicate that the clergy had assumed this, holding it 
as their heritage, making assumptions of author- 
ity to govern and control. We shall find these 
further. Here there were those, and their deeds were 
hated ; and, as this would put Christ aside as Head 
over His own, He joined with them in this hatred. 

But not long could even this remain, since_Christ 
heart, ane Man of all men, the Glory of the life. 
He was still held as the Son of God, however, and 
they could be called on to repent. 

To this condition the word is, “I will come unto you 
in aspeedy way and will remove the lamp-stand,” not 
extinguish, but remove out of its eminence. What 
has the assembly of God been since ? Has it sounded 
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out without effort, simply by its faithfulness to its 
calling and hope, the word of God in every place as 
did the Thessalonians ? The life up to the standard 
would have been a testimony of power, but lacking 
that, no zeal nor activity nor boast nor noise can 
make up. 

He that has an ear, which implies that all have 
not, is to hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies, 
proving their unity and consecutive history. Then 
the promise to the overcomers is given. An over- 
comer is one who resists the declension and stands to 
the original truth and position ; here, that returns to 
first love. 

Right to the tree of life was forfeited upon the 
failure of the first pair in responsibility in Eden, and 
now its restoration is promised to those who heed 
the admonitions and return to first works. It is a 
life of holiness and all joy and blessing, the full ex- 
uberant enjoyment, the feeding upon Christ in His 
exaltation continually. It is delightful to dwell upon 
these things. If only the assembly had maintained 
its position, living to and for and in Christ only; if 
only it had! But Christ cannot forget His word or 
manner, ‘I will give.” With what a gracious One 
we have to deal! This message may correspond to 
the sower, parable first in Matt. xiii, and in Israel’s 
history, to the reign of Solomon. 


SMYRNA, 8-11. 


To the messenger (representative) of the assembly 
in Smyrna write, ‘‘'‘These things say the First and 
the Last, who became dead and lived again,” 

Smyrna, meaning myrrh, bitterness, would at the 
outset intimate the circumstances of the assembly at 
this period. It must be learring the bitterness of 
the way and the character of the world, | They had 
been drawn by love in Christ, and leaving first love, 
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it was needful to warn them that in the world they 
should have tribulation. The First Lover left, of 
what kind will the second wooer be? Tribulation 
has two reasons for its allowance: one to discipline, 
and another to draw.more closely fo Him.in whom 
we have peace, who has overcome the world. 

And it is delightful to see the way in which Christ 
presents Himself here to meet the occasion fully. 
‘“The First and the Last,” going all the way with 
them, never absent; having Himself passed through 
all rejection and evil treatment, He is thus able to 
succor and comfort. If He is known as He is, noth- 
ing can tell the blessing better than that. But He 
adds, for full sympathy, that He became dead and 
He lives. It was what He said to John to keep 
him from fear, and it has the same purpose here. 
He passed through death into life again, so shall 
they. It is comfort to start with, and the assurance 
of love is in the voice, the phrase. ‘‘ When thou 
passest through the waters I will be with thee, and 
through the rivers they shall not overflow thee; 
when thou walkest through the fire thou shalt not . 
be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee ” 
(Isa. xliii, 2). This is God’s way to backsliding 
Israel, to those among them who cared yet for His 
word. Are these, like Israel, having committed 
one evil, forsaking their Lord, the Fountain of liv- 
ing waters, ready to commit the second, and ‘‘ hew 
them out cisterns, broken cisterns (broken in the 
hewing) that can hold no water ?” (Jer. ii, 13). There 
is intense pathos in Jehovah’s plea with such, as He 
asks (Jer. ii, 31), “‘Have I been a wilderness to 
Israel, a land of darkness? Wherefore say My 
people, we are lords, we will come no more to Thee ? 
Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her at- 
tire ? yet my people have forgotten Me.” To keep 
from all this which lies in the direction the assembly 
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had already taken, to let them have a taste of what 
that for which they forsook Him will do, the One 
Heart that pleads for them forever here pleads with 
them its own depths of love. 

Ver. 9. “I know” comes in with a sweet assur- 
ance. I know thy works, not named but known. I 
know ‘thy tribulation and poverty (but thou art 
rich), and the blasphemy of those who say they are 
Jews and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.” 
There are three kinds of evil mentioned, as we have 
noticed triple things before, tribulation, persecu- 
tions which already in the stage immediately follow- 
ing Ephesus were known; poverty, the spoiling, 
despoiling of their goods, and the evil speaking 
against God, and Christ the Son of God, the Risen 
Cne. The Jews would always oppose Him; but 
these are not Jews, though saying practically that 
they are. The things belonging to the Jew were, 
the law as their rule of life, ceremonies in worship 
and the blessing of all the worid. They that take 
these as belonging to the assembly of God have come 
down from their heavenly position to the earth. This 
was beginning. The fact that the letter to the Gala- 
tians was written to condemn and deny the believer 
being under the law of the ten commandments, and 
the letter to the Hebrews to call them away from 
ritualistic modes of worship, shows how soon they 
fellaway. A synagogue is a voluntary meeting, a 
something one could join and go out of. How differ- 
ent from the assembly of God, into which we are 
fixed by the Holy Spirit, and out of which as being 
in Christ we cannot go. When men began to talk 
of joining the assembly, they had taken the step 
toward the synagogue. To doit would be to be led 
by Satan, unconsciously, of course, but here it is told 
that they might know. As the serpent beguiled Eve 
through his subtlety, and as Israel was led away 
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from their simplicity, so were there already those 
under his delusive leadings. 

But it was all known, and grace says “‘ fear not,” 
‘‘fear none of those things that thou art about to 
suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of 
you into prison that ye a be tried, and ye shall 
have tribulation ten days.” Could they endure? 

Satan is the adversary, the devil the accuser, the 
serpent. the. deceiver; all of them, one. He shows 
his opposition to Christ by forming a synagogue ; his 
deceptions by instituting religion, ceremonials, ritual 
services, crucifixes, works of man’s doing going back 
to human effort and merit, placing under the law to 
work out a righteousness, taking away Christ from 
the bosom, the life, the eye of the heart, and giving 
something for the senses. The cross, a heathen 
symbol of filthy character, as representing the male 
and female in God, (never a Christian symbol accord- 
to the Word, for Christ hung upon a tree) ; heathen 
feast days, as Christmas and Easter, incorporated 
into festivals in the assembly of God, and a vast 
multitude of other things followed as the hae: 
crept in, in this period shown by the second le 
in Matt, xiii, the tares sown among the yee 

All these things this malignant enemy was begin- 
ning to introduce, every one of them denying the 
operation of the Holy Spirit whose work it is to keep 
all the things of Christ fresh in the heart. 

The meaning of the enemy was to introduce an 
imitation instead of Christ, sight for faith, the law 
instead of grace, an adorned world instead of a cru- 
cified one, satisfaction with rites observed, as the 
Pharisee in the temple, instead of delight in God and 
His Son and fellowship there. Was it not well that 
the adversary should be unveiled, the world should 
be exposed in its cruelty, and the Lord Jesus should 
have new occasion to be all to His own? 


| 


i 
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mcrae perce 


_ The prison was to have some ; but it need not harm, 
Joseph had given the most profound lesson of death » 
and life in the case of the baker and butler, giving + 
one to death the other to life, and then telling of the | 
deep thoughts of God in relation to the world of | 
Egypt. Jeremiah from his prison house learned les- | 
sons of Israel’s history and God’s way; Paul and | 
Silas prayed and sang praises at midnight; Paul | 
wrote the wonders of Ephesians, Colossians, Philip- 
pians, Hebrews, Philemon from prison. Prisons may 
palaces prove to those who being impoverished are 
told, as here, that they “are rich.” 

The ten days are not massed together but given 


renee teeth amas 


‘in full tale, ten, just as love counts. In the second 


stage of the assembly under the Pagan Roman em- 
perors, there were ten persecutions from Nero, A. D. 
64, to Domitian, A. D. 313, 250 years. While not. 
going to history written by man to prove the word © 
of God, and not dependent on that history, we learn 
of these ten distinct persecutions which the chronic-. 
lers among the children of God have noted, under 
Nero, Domitian, Trajan, Marcus, Severus, Maximin, 
Decius, Valerian, Aurelian, Diocletian, the last ex- 
ceeding in bitterness all the others, with a determi-. 
nation to blot out all vestiges of Christianity, but: 
with the confession of failure. ‘‘ Fear none of these 
things.” ‘Be thou faithful unto death and I will 
give thee a crown of life.” The crown is the reward 
for service or success in a struggle, and this is not 
simply to have life sustained by eating of the tree, 
but as an adornment, a lustre, a glory in recognition 
of suffering for His name. With what joy He will 
give this, a life beyond all death, beyond all simple 
living ! 

Again, those that have ears are addressed and 
called upon to hear. The sensitive open ear is much 
needed when the alarm of danger ahead and around 
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is given. Although Christ is the One who addresses 
all these things as Head of the assembly, yet the 
Holy Spirit is the One dwelling in each one, who by 
the word makes known the will of the Head. It in- 
timates that we are to heed the word of God, which 
is by the Spirit, and need not wait for a new word 
from Christ. We have “all Scripture” sufficient for 
all conditions and all need. 

Then the overcomers are told if they are slain in 
body the second death cannot touch them. It is not 
the fullest: blessing offered, for these words to the 
overcomers enlarge as we go on, but itis precisely 
what is the needed word. [If in this life only we have 
hope in Christ we are of all men most to be pitied. 
Fear not those who can kill the body, but after that 
there is no more that they cando. He who holds the 
keys of death and hades holds these precious and of 
Himself. 

This may correspond to the day of Rehoboam, in 
Israel. (1 Kings, xii.) 


PERGAMOS. 


Ver. 12. ‘‘And to the messenger (representative) of 
the assembly in Pergamos, write.” 

The name Pergamos is descriptive of the rapid de- 
cline of the people of God placed here to be out of the 
world by being above it. It is generally given as “a 
tower,” which would correspond to ‘‘Satan’s throne ” 
of ver. 13. Its derivation would give also “ thorough- 
ly married,” per being an enclitic particle, that is, a 
word which never stands alone but gives a certain 
meaning here of intensity to the word to which it is 
attached; and gamos, meaning marriage. Both are 
simply suggestive, linked with the third | parable of 
Matt. xiii, the least of all seeds that should have pro- 
duced a lowly plant to be garnered early, the earth 
receding from its roots as its fruit ripened to seed, 
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but instead becoming “a great tree,” and withal fur- 
nishing a resting place for the fowls of the air, de- 
fined by Christ to be the wicked one. It is already 
foretelling that the discipline of the preceding stage 
has not stayed the downward movement into the 
world. Instead of being brought back to the True 
Lover, the alienation of the heart from Him has re- 
sulted in a marriage to another, His enemy, the world. 

Hence ‘the sharp sword with two edges” is 
brought to notice. There is need of the clear and 
incisive dealing of the Word of God “sharper than 
any two-edged sword,” for man may deceive by his 
philosophical distinctions and subtleties, and the 
annals of ‘‘ the fathers ” of those days abound in them, 
But here is that which, cutting through all those 
mazes, discerns the intents of the heart. A heart 
led away from its proper object can always make 
excuses. ‘A deceived heart hath turned him aside.” 
(Isa. xliv. 20.) As contrasts are clearly brought 
out the same may stand for a reminder to the faithful 
that Christ Himself is a tower (Ps. lxi, 3.), “For 
Thou hast been a shelter for me, a strong tower, from 
the enemy,” and Prov. xviii, 10, ‘‘ The name of the 
Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runneth into it 
and is safe.” And the name etymologically may 
remind them that He counts them as married really 
to him in their espousal. 

Ver. 13. ‘‘I know thy works ;” they are still re- 
minded of His vigilance, that all that is done for or 
against Him is known, ‘‘and where thou dwellest, 
where Satan’s, the adversary’s, throne is.” Itis where 
they are, gone down i into the world to dwell, instead 
of abiding in Christ. Leaving him, practically fruit 
of course fails (John xv, 5), for, apart from Him, 
there is no fruit to God; legality is the settled thing, 
the law resorted to (Gal. v, 4), they ‘“‘are fallen from 
grace.” Happily He does not fail them, and so they 
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are not fallen from being saved, so many as believe ; 
but the tares, the children of the wicked one, 
the unsaved, the mixed multitude among Israel, 
give character and the manifestation of it to the 
whole. To dwell where Satan’s throne is is to take 
part in in the movements of the world, its politics, when 
ours is in heaven (Phil. iii, 20); to fabthe the. notion 
of improving the world and by the assembly of God 
bringing inthe millennium by converting the world. 
And what so effectual as bringing a nation to birth 
in a day, as by a decree the whole Roman empire 
(the world) is made Christian instead of idolatrous ? 
But it was when open idolatry had been wholly 
driven out of Judah and all the observances of their 
ritual were kept up that in the day of Christ on earth 
they were farthest from God and slew His Son. 

It was in Jeroboam’s day and kingdom that the 
total apostasy of the ten tribes took place, and he 
set up altars in Dan and Bethel to keep them from 
God’s centre, and his day corresponds to Pergamos : 
dwelling with Satan, in his power, instead of with 
the Head, Christ ! 

** And thou holdest fast My name and didst not 
deny My faith, even in the days of Antipas, my 
faithful witness (martyr), who was slain among you 
where Satan dwells.” Here is a recognition of His 
faithful ones, present and past, back in the preced- 
ing stage, Smyrna, the days of the persecutions and 
a million martyrs. Antipas, ‘instead of all,” stands 
for the whole army of martyrs. This shows the 
character of these addresses, as following each other, 
for Antipas belongs to the former years, though 
mentioned here as though of them. This is one of 
the marks of the character of the letters to the seven 
assemblies in their representatives, as the one pro- 
fessing assembly going on through the whole period, 
now, in our day near nineteen centuries, 
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They had been exhorted to faithfulness unto death, 
and here their faithfulness is remembered. In 
Smyrna’s time there was Satan’s synagogue to 
threaten, now. there are Satan’ 8 throne and Satan’ s 
dwe welling -place.. _Things are getting ‘intensely seri- 
ous, and nothing but the sharpest sword can cleave 
the way through all the machinations of Satan. It 
is so easy to conform to the customs of the place in 
which one dwells. But they are reminded that 
Satan, the adversary, hates. His name and nature 
are the same. He slew before; he will deceive now. 
It was the attempt to curse them, from the outside, 
without effect, as was Balaam’s attempt in behalf of 
Balak against Israel. 

Ver. 14. But Balaam succeeded too well when he 
had Balak entice Israel to the lewd games of the 
idolaters, and Israel destroyed herself. So here they 
had those that held the doctrine of Balaam. Ba- 
laam means a corrupter of the people, as Nicolaitan 
meant a ruler of the people. Ruling religiously, as- 
suming lordship, leads to ruin, for the action of the 
flesh leads to fleshly results altogether. ‘‘ Eating 
things sacrificed to idols” is having fellowship with 
idolatry (1 Cor. x, 17-22), is idolatry. ‘‘ Committing 
fornication” is having commerce unlawfully with 
the world. 

Besides they had, even they, those who upheld 
the actions of the clergy by teaching concerning 
them. The clerical authority thus established, the 
money power used in the Balaam doctrines, affilia- 
tion with the world, becoming, indeed, the so-called 
Christian world, it evidently points to the time of 
the greatest calamity that ever happened to God’s 
assembly, when the Roman empire, universal as it 
was, became nominally Christian; Satan, the one 
against whom we are to fight in the heavenly places, 
here the ruler of the darkness of this age, alluring 
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and spreading his shield over them. It seemed uni- 
versal ruin, but that there was a company that He 
cculd commend who held fast His name, held by 
Him, recognized fully and helped by this word of 
warning in regard to the danger lurking in their 
place. 

Ver. 16. The second time, then, the word is ‘‘ Re- 
pent,” or judgment, swift judgment, would come, 
and he would wage war with those who were lead- 
ing away and defiling them. The word of God, the 
sword of His mouth would do it speedily. 

Again, the word is to those having ears to hear 
what the Spirit says to the assemblies, and the 
promise to the overcomer to eat of the hidden 
manna, that is, Christ as He is with God now, alone, 
as the One who walked down here, pleasing Him. 
He is thus, as the manna was hidden in the ark, 
connected with God’s throne of righteousness and 
grace ; manna, because the world knows not His 
true name nor character, but to the faithful susten- 
ance, the bread of God. 

The white stone with a new name, which no one 
knows save he who receives it, is the expression of 
truest and most intimate fellowship. When the 
assembly has lost its ground of living in the holiest 
and become a public thing that every one can see and 
name and count, the true place of intimacy is assured 
for those who overcome, resisting all allurements to 
join the world. The dividing line is becoming broader 
between those that serve God and those that serve 
Him not, and Hisown know well that He knows them, 
as such. 

THYATIRA,. 

Ver. 18. ‘‘ And unto the messenger of the assembly 
in Thyatira, write: These things saith the Son of 
God, who hath His eyes like unto a flame of fire and 
His feet like fine brass.” 
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This is an arraigning in judgment of the most severe 
character. Eyes of fire and feet of brass fined by fire, 
for seeing closely and with the fire of judgment every- 
thing. Of what avail is the sight of our eyes here ? 
Feet of brass walking through all that man profess- 
ing godliness does, how thoroughly He asserts His 
prerogative! Is there any judgment to be compared 
with His? Happy are they that, confessing failure, 
allow Him to search to the depths. 

The announcement that He is the Son of God is of 
grave importance. It intimates that this title is lost 
and has to be reasserted. And what is the value of 
this title? It is that on which the assembly of God 
is built. On Peter’s confession that Jesus was the 
Christ, the Son of the living God, which itself is 
God’s title in resurrection, Jesus said (Matt. xvi, 
16, 18): ‘*On this Rock I will build my church and 
the gates of hades shall not prevail against it.” It is 
therefore composed of living members, having eter- 
nal life and knowing it, whose standing is in resur- 
rection, in Christ Jesus, and seated in the heavenlies 
(Eph. i, 3; ii, 5,6). Itis the title of Him for whom 
we wait from heaven (1 Thess. i, 9), who has purged 
our sins (Heb. i, 1, 2), who is Head of the Assembly 
and to be over all things (Ephes. i, 22; Col. i, 18). 
Indeed every element of truth for the present time 
since Christ was seated at the right hand of the 
majesty on high and until He comes for His saints, 
is linked with Jesus as the Son of God. Paul’s whole 
gospel, the truth of the assembly called ‘church 
truth,” is but the bringing forth of this. In Acts ix, 
20, he began with this statement and the good thing 
committed to him, the faith which he kept (2 Tim., 
iv.,7)is Christ the Son of God, and the assembly, the 
secret not revealed to other ages and generations, 
but made known to him by revelation which was 
given to him to complete the word of God. (Col. i, 25.) 
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To have lost this title, (not the Son in relation to the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, always existing from the 
beginning, God, and which, as the doctrine of the 
“Trinity,” was never lost from the creeds) ; but that 
which He is determined or marked off to be, by resur- 
rection from the dead in Rom. i, 4, is to have lost all 
that pertains to our salvation, standing, assurance, 
responsibility, membership of the body of Christ, 
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and the hope of 
the glory, the peculiar calling and hope of the 
assembly. 

What wonder if, then, that Thyatira presents the 
opposite—the imitation of the assembly of God, the 
awful anti-Church, earthly instead of heavenly, ritu- 
alistic instead of spiritual, legal instead of the rich 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free; under 
man as head instead of Christ the living and present 
Head, the Son of God, needing no vicegerent, allow- 
ing no priestly assumption where all are priests unio 
God. Thyatira means labor of sacrifices, or fragrance 
by work ; instead of showing Christ Jesus the Lord, 
showing itself and its works. And works—its own 
have as great prominence in this description. It cor- 
responds with the fourth parable of Matt. xiii, the 
wholelump leavened. Leaven was a thing of Egypt, 
left behind when God called His people out of it 
(Ex. xii), a corrupt and corrupting” thing not allowed 
in the fine flour offered in the meat offering (Lev. ii, 
4, 5), a figure of evil of which warnings are given, as 
in the Pharisees and Sadducees, and which damages 
the whole lump (in 1 Cor. v, and Gal. ii), the one of 
man’s will and the other legality. Here the whole is 
leavened. The evil begun in a negative way in 
Ephesus, was cured in Smyrna and brought into 
positive form in Pergamos, where separation from 
the world and persecution by it had changed into the 
culture of it. There must be with the elimination of 
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the Son of God something to take His place. It must 
seek its own Head ; become it, indeed. 

There is a recognition of labor, love service and 
faith and their works, this last more than all. 
““Work, work, work,” seems the shibboleth, the 
mark, the cry. Standing midway of the seven as- 
semblies addressed, it would seem to be the heir of 
all the defections of the three preceding the leaving 
of first love, the synagogue of Satan, Nicolaitanism, 
Balaam, the throne of Satan, and such it connects to 
those that follow unless there be a breaking away 
from this. The Ephesus condition and time lost 
Christ as the Object supreme for the heart; this loses 
Him as Head ; and so all is over. It ceases to be the 
house of God, for Heb. ili, says “‘He is a Son over 
His own house, whose house are we if we hold the 
joyfulness of our confidence firm unto the end.” It 
is therefore no longer His house though ‘‘a great 
house.” 

The complaint against it is the suffering of the 
wife Jezebel (‘‘a dung heap”), who calls herself a 
prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to 
commit fornication and to eat things sacrificed to 
idols. It is in figure the time of Ahab in Israel, who 
married Jezebel, the daughter of the king and priest 
of Baal in Tyre, a priest of Astarte, ‘‘ the queen of 
heaven” so called. It is easy to limn what we know 
as Rome from these elements. It followed the mar- 
riage of the assembly to the world, and the rise and 
importance of the clergy in Pergamos ; and every- 
thing that was idolatry and not Christ the Son of 
God, reigned. Jezebel brought in the worship of Baal 
in Israel; and here, all became idolatrous with a 
veneering of Christian phraseology. The woman 
usurped the place of the man, the assembly became 
téAcher instead of listening and being taught. The 
whole was turned upside down. ‘“‘ Hear the Church!” 
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became the cry and the stringent rule, for they sought 
to make laws and times and seasons, appointing 
feast days from the heathen, and instead of the knowl- 
edge of the Son of God, which would have given 
peace of conscience and joy and occupation to the 
heart, they gave out ordinances and ceremonies, 
crossings and chrysms, penances and religious play- 
things, to divert if possible the mind from its wants 
and the heart from its longings, All was gone of 
the virtue of the chaste virgin, whose place was 
taken by the confirmed harlot, who seduced others. 
Instead of looking for the Son of God from heaven 
a kingdom was formed on earth and they reigned as 
kings. 

And daughters were born to the harlot, partakers 
in their measure of the commerce with the nations. 
The principle of fellowship, with the religions and 
politics of the world, was given out to others asa 
legacy that they have accepted greedily. 

The assembly was over as a whole and is no longer 
addressed as such but only a remnant, ‘‘ But to you, 
the rest (remnant) of you.” Some did not know the 
depths of Satan, as they say, their hearts were yet on 
the Lord Jesus as Head. Then the word was, Hold 
fast what you have already received. Hold the truth 
of Christ and the assembly, of the assurance of eternal 
life, of righteousness without works ; hold to what 
was given to and by Paul. 

He would kill the children with death, and Sardis, 
which follows, seems to be still-born, a ‘‘ dead” child, 
though having a name to live. All this is serious, 
and none but eyes of fire could trace these mark- 
ings of evilso acutely. But, traced for us, what shall 
we say ? 

The overcomer is first spoken to, for the whole is 
deaf and beyond hope. And the rule, which the false 
thing arrogated to itself, is promised. It shall come 
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when they that suffer with Christ now, shall reign 
with Him. 

Then the word is to overcomers alone, ‘‘He that 
hath ears let him hear what the Spirit saith to the as- 
semblies,” not ‘‘ hear the church.” It is a false term 
to apply to Rome and Greek when they are called 
churches. God has left them, as he left Jerusalem 
and became the God of heaven instead of Jehovah 
on earth, But now we turn to the daughters. 
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- CHAPTER IU. 
SARDIS. 


In Sardis there is evidently a rew devarture, as 
shown on the part of the assembly and the attitude 
of the Lord. There has been a recognition of the 
gross departure from what is good, morally at any 
rate, and the depths of Satan manifest in Thyatira, 
and a movement for reform. Alas! that is all. Re- 
form is not God’s word, but ‘‘ repent,” which takes 
His judgment to the full. The meaning of Sardis is 
“‘the things that remain,” or ‘‘new born;” it is a 
little doubtful which, but it has that which corres- 
ponds to the condition and man’s efforts to improve. 

Ver. 1. “To the messenger of the assembly in 
Sardis, write. These things saith He that hath the 
seven spirits of God and the seven stars.” The seven 
spirits and the seven stars which He has will indicate 
spiritual power and ecclesiastical authority are yet 
in Him. He has these, although He does not walk 
amid the seven lamp-stands now, nor hold the stars 
in his right hand. The assembly as His house was 
given up in Thyatira. He has, therefore, loosed His 
hand, for as a whole it is hopeless. He does not walk 
amid them but stands apart having the full spiritual 
power, a resouree for those who will heed an au- 
thority and standard for those with open ear. 

It being clear as we follow the description given 
that it is Protestantism that is being judged here, it 
was necessary to say that authority and rule had not 
been deputed to others, as Protestantism, in revolting 
from the Pope, after all, set up to govern either by 
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voting for officers, preachers and teachers, and in 
fact everything pertaining to their establishment and 
endowment in the varied systems by which it is man- 
ifest to the world. When men, children of God, un- 
dertake to legislate in the assembly, it is well to be 
reminded of Him whe is sole authority, and who has 
the Spirit. There are diversities of gifts, but the 
same Spirit and there are differences of adminis- 
trations, but the same Lord. He has abdicated no 
position, yielded no right, and especially in a time 
of the upsetting of the whole idea of the assembly of 
God, called upon man in no wise to help by his wis- 
dom or unwisdom. 

The rebound from the arrogance of Popery is not 
to exercise willfulness in organizing and administer- 
ing that which especially belongs to the Lord Jesus 
to be executed by the Holy Spirit. If they ignore 
His operations, need is to be reminded that He alone 
acts for the Head. Weknow that in all the divisions 
and denominations of Protestantism there is a con- 
fession of the absence of the Holy Spirit by the con- 
tinual asking Him to come, to return, to work. Is it 
not exposing itself constantly thus? And is there 
not a graver exhibition in the alliance with the vari- 
ous governments under the shield and protection of 
their arms, so that while Popery commanded and 
assumed headship of governments, Protestantism 
takes its place as state churches? Is the absolute 
authority of the Lord Jesus allowed or even under- 
stood in such cases? Then how solemn this word, 
“TI know Thy works, that Thou hast a name, that 
Thou livest and art dead.” It has made a name for 
itself, and it is a reputation of living. But man sees 
not as the Lord sees. Living is nearness to God, 
knowing Him and Jesus Christ whom He sent; like- 
ness to Christ, moved by the same Spirit manifesting 
Him, representing Him here. ‘“ Because I live ye 
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shall live also,” and ‘‘ whether we live we live unto the 
Lord.” ‘‘ The life I live I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
There is a spiritual tone in all this that savors of 
Christ all the time, that should remind of Him. 

But it is dead; Christ’s own verdict. Death is 
separation : ‘the body without the spirit is dead.” 
‘Ye were dead in trespasses and sins (Ephes. ii) ; at 
that time ye were without Christ, having no hope 
and without God in the world.” It is living apart 
from Christ, then. But apart from Him no fruit. 
(John xx, 23, 27). The assembly is altogether for 
Christ (Ephes. v). He loved the church, and gave 
Himself for it that He might present it to Himself, 
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing. Acts 
xv, 14. ‘God has visited the Gentiles to take out a 
people for His name.” It seems to have been dead ; 
born out of Popery instead of the Holy Spirit’s quick- 
ening and forming a protest instead of recovering 
the truth and the administration of the truth. 

It has a reputation and a history among men in- 
stead of being unknown ; composed of hidden and 
hated ones: a mover in the ways of men, in friend- 
ship with the world which is enmity to God. It may 
live upon that name, trade upon it, fight for it, boast 
in it and all its victories, but He calls it dead. 
Things are here seen in the light of His counte- 
nance, His judgment seat. How does Protestantism 
appear alongside of the ideal model of the assembly 
in Ephesians, or the practical one in 1 Thegsalo- 
nians ? If they be alive, this is dead. If being heav- 
enly, if assured of salvation and standing, if waiting 
for the Son of God from heaven and kept in the love 
of God not of the world, and the patient waiting of 
Christ is the true standard of living, if having our 
citizenship in heaven, if serving the living and true 
God, if living is Christ, if these and more are the 

386 


marks of the living, shall we seek the living among 
the dead ? 

Meanwhile there are activities, ‘‘I know thy 
works.” Never having recovered the “Son of God” 
lost in Thyatira, never having reversed the principle 
of adorning the world with Pergamos; nor been di- 
vorced from its embrace ; never having heeded the 
“‘repent” to Pergamos in regard to clericalism and 
Balaam’s doctrine, nor the ‘‘ repent” to Ephesus and 
returned to first love, having lost Christ from the 
heart and from headship, what can the works be ? 
They are not named. Could they be, with approval ? 
The name to live makes all worse. 

“Be watchful and strengthen the things that re- 
main that are ready to perish.” And what remain ? 
They brought the Scripture for the people, and justi- 
fication by faith apart from works, reasserting doc- 
trines of that from which they came, formulating 
them into creeds and confessions, as if the Scriptures 
were not sufficient in and of themselves for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction and for instruction in right- 
eousness that the man of God might be perfect, thor- 
oughly furnished unto all good works. By this action 
they lead away from the word of God, in which they 
boast, and erect standards which limit and ignore 
many important doctrines of the word, thereby fal- 
sifying the true teachings of God. 

To these that are formulated how forcibly ‘‘ready © 
to perish” applies in days that find the inspiration of 
the Scriptures denied, or emasculated and accommo- 
dated to man’s wish, and whole portions of it eviscer- 
ated, till many are uncertain whether we have an 
infallible standard from God. Then the ever grow- 
ing theory put forth that all men by birth are chil- 
dren of God, thereby denying the necessity of the 
atonement and of faith in Christ Jesus, and that He 
needs must suffer and rise from the dead. And do 
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not Protestants find themselves confronted with the 
task to hold fast and strengthen these things that 
remain? Is it not as much as they can do, and even 
more than they can do, in many and multiplying 
quarters, to stay the progress of infidelity in regard 
to these essentials, so that little opportunity and less 
power are given for evangelizing ? And while activi- 
ties are everywhere apparent in this respect do they 
not result in but reproducing and spreading. that 
which is already declared ‘‘ready to perish ?” Does 
the multiplication of converts to that which is under 
judgment and censure meet the mind of the Head ? 
And is there not a feeling of inefficiency and failure, 
nay, a confession of it, in the multiplied organiza- 
tions and sodalities, whether general or local, systems 
within systems and without, every one on the basis 
of man’s right to choose and form and unite and leg- 
islate? And are the things that remain strength- 
ened thereby ? Is the mind cleansed from the asper- 
sions on the word of God? Is the atoning virtue of 
Christ’s death more endeared and held to by all these 
efforts? Oris not the social element most in ques- 
tion, most cultivated? Will benevolent operations 
repay for the loss of truth, the shriveling of faith, of 
the freshness of the Holy Spirit’s witnessing the love 
of God and fellowship with the Father and His Son 
Jesus Christ ? Are essays from pulpits on topics of 
the times discussed daily in newspapers, conservative 
of the consolation in Christ, the comfort of love and 
fellowship of the Spirit, of joy in God, of delight in 
His word, of growth in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? Is this the 
bread which came down from heaven, or is it feeding 
upon Christ now in heaven, and ministering strength 
to fight wicked spirits in the heavenlies ? Then this 
is not to ‘‘be wise;” it is not heeding the exhortation, 
but showing the more the need of it, 


38 


he 


But ‘I have not found thy works perfect before 
God” is the still further complaint. Whatever human 
judgment might pronounce in regard to them before 
men, here is the Divine judgment of what they are 
before Gop. This should silence all boasting as to 
results estimated by man and beget self judgment. 
It is an immense check on all works, and it should 
raise the inquiry as to wherein the imperfection lies. 
It is not that which has become imperfect through 
weariness or listlessness, the result of a gradual pro- 
cess; it is constitutional. It started imperfect. It 
thought of man’s need more than God and His glory. 
It failed of grasping and asserting the whole truth of 
the word, from its birth. Christ is the Truth, the 
substance, meaning and purpose of God in the Holy 
Scriptures. Christ in the three-fold way, past, pres- 
ent and future. 

1. As past to us, we begin with Him emerging from 
the tomb whither He had gone, as crucified for us, 
and there all our sin and sins were met, and in rais- 
ing Him from the dead God declares His satisfaction 
and acceptance of that work. Thereby, believing on 
Him, we know and are entitled to know that we are 
eternally saved, that we died with Him, that we are 
risen in and with Him. In this the righteousness of 
God is witnessed, that He raised Jesus our Lord from 
the dead acquitted forever from our sin and sins; and 
that righteousness declares us righteous in Him. It 
is the righteousness of God, and we are the token of 
it. Does the doctrine of justification by faith take 
up the clean deliverance by resurrection, as popularly 
stated ? Is not even that imperfect, since it places 
the believer under the law to work out a righteous 
living instead of walking in the Spirit, the new man 
in Christ Jesus ? 

2. But Christ in the present is at the right hand of 
God, the Son of God according to the spirit of holi- 
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ness manifested in breasting the whole matter of sin 
(Rom. i, 4) dying under its penalty and so raised 
from the dead, and, seated in the heavenlies, to be 
Head over all things, to the assembly which is His 
body, the fulness of Him that filleth all, in all. Has 
any system of theology, or confession of faith of any 
sect of Protestantism or of the ‘‘ Reformed Churches,” 
as they name themselves, given the truth in regard 
to the Church, the Assembly of God, as set forth in 
the Ephesian Epistle, or of Christ in relation to it as 
in Colossians ? Is there not imperfection here ? 

3. Christ in the future takes up a vast portion of 
the word of God. The Bible has been brought to the 
people by the Reformation. Has the coming..of the 
Lord Jesus a second time to reign | been 3 made promi- 
nent or clear or practical ? > Has the ‘Assembly of 
God been taught its own peculiar hope of being 
caught up to be with the Lord before His appearing 
and then coming with Him to reign? What can 
take the place of this hope? Nothing, in the Scrip- 
tures. The coming of the Lord, whether to us or to 
the Jews and Israel, for we are to be manifested 
there with Him, is the foundation of exhortations to 
godliness in walk and unworldliness. Is it promi- 
nent in Protestant Christendom to-day? Is not 
cleaning up the world and keeping it in order, acting 
as scavengers and police to the world, made the busi- 
ness of the assembly instead of living only for Christ ? 
What is this but imperfection? No wonder then 
that the wildest of theories are entertained, the mul- 
tiplying ‘‘isms” of the day are rife, and satisfaction 
is being sought in every direction instead of the peace 
of Christ and of God known. 

The word ‘‘perfect” is the same as is used in Col. 
i, 25, badly translated there ‘‘fulfill” the word of 
God, though it should be fill full, reversing the sylla- 
bles, or complete. It always means filling to the full 
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God = adi the assembly i in relation 0 Christ, its 
calling and hope. It is from Paul that we learn of the 
distinction between the Jews and the Gentiles and 
the assembly of God, thus keeping the assembly dis- 
tinct from the Jew, as to standing, practical living 
and hope. It might be said that the special truths of 
which Paul is the minister, are: 1. Forgiveness as 
an absolute fact ; 2. Assurance of salvation; 3. The | 
tanding of the believer as risen in Christ; 4. The 
elationship as children and heirs of God; 5. The | 
ntireseparation from the worldin the heavenly places | 
nd hence citizenship there; 6. The hope of being | 
caught up to the Lord at any time; 7. The presence © 
of the Holy Spirit in the believer, making true to_ : 
him what is true about him; 8. Membership of the — 
body of Christ, the Assembly of God. From these > 
we can learn the measure of imperfection before - 
God in Sardis. 

‘“‘Remember, therefore, how thou hast received 
and heard, and hold fast and repent.” The word had 
been given and received; how? This is the thing to 
keep in memory. In 2 Tim. ii. 8. the same word is 
used ‘“‘ Keep in memory Christ Jesus raised from the 
dead according to my gospel.” It is called the gospel 
of the power of God in 2 Tim.i. 8. It came with 
power and the Holy Spirit and much assurance in the 
beginning. (1 Thess. i. 5). It brought forth fruit there, 
making them to be looking for the Son of God from 
heaven. It made them take joyfully the spoiling of 
their goods; to abound in love; it sounded out every- 
where by their lives. Everything in life, in worship, 
in service, was in the presence of God, They had 
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the assurance of faith, the assurance of the hope, 
the assurance of understanding of the mystery 
(secret) of God. This was how what they heard was 
received, as it is indeed, the word of God. That 
alone had authority, not man’s organization or 
systems; and all told of Christ, being the setting 
forth of Him. 

“Tf, therefore, thou shalt not watch, I will come on 
thee as a thief and thou shalt not know what hour 
I will come upon thee.” This coming upon one 
seems to imply being detected and taken in some- 
thing wrong. What a word for those who have 
boasted of reformation ; ‘‘as a thief!” That is the 
way of the Lord’s coming to the world, ‘‘the day of 
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night” (1 Thess. v). 
Is the professing thing addressed, that boasts of its 
evangelical movements, thus classed with the world ? 
‘“‘Come out from among them and be ye separate 
and touch not the unclean thing,” (2 Cor, vi. 17.) is 
the word that should have been heard. 

But it is a sharp word: Repent! just the same as 
had been given before at other stages; for this is no 
more satisfactory than they. In fact, there is not a 
good word said of Sardis by the Lord, except for a 
little remnant. 

‘‘Thou hast a few names even in Sardis, that have 
not defiled their garments.” The garment is the ex- 
terior covering, the habit, that by which a person is 
seen and recognized. It is the life, the walk un- 
spotted from the world, in this little company. And 
His kind, keen eyes detect them and their conduct 
as well as those that are evil. ‘‘ And they shall walk 
with Me in white for they are worthy.” Itis not a 
statement as to numbers of converts on church rolls. 
It is of those who have walked with Him, the re- 
jected One, undefiled. As professing Protestantism 
has taken a place in the world with Lot, who sat in 

42 


the gate of Sodom, so shall they share the judgment 
coming. These keep out of politics which is of the 
world, unmoved by solicitations and arguments as to 
doing good, knowing that they were called to heaven 
not to earth; to do the will of God and not to do good 
according to man’s estimate, who never thinks 
aright. These have stood aloof from all those cater- 
ings to the public by the means of amusements and 
music to please the world, to gather money, to make 
a display, to get a name, to pamper self. 

Among such will be the overcomers, who are first 
addressed before saying, ‘‘ He that hath ears,” for 
only they will have the open ear. This change was 
noticed in Thyatira. First: They shall be clothed in 
white raiment; spotlessness is here seen, the right- 
eousness of the saints. Second: ‘I will not blot out 
his name out of the book of life.” It may be out of 
church records and rolls here. One may have been 
excommunicated with anathemas by Thyatira, which 
deals in curses for those who confess the truth. But 
here is a book in which his name shall be found. He 
hath everlasting life, while those who are dead with 
only a name to live shall be not found in that book. 
Third : “I will confess His name before my Father 
and before His messengers.” ‘‘ And now children, 
abide in Him, that when He shall appear we may 
have confidence and not be ashamed (blush) before 
Him at His coming,” says the Apostle John (1 John 
ii. 28). ‘‘ What is our hope or joy or crown of rejoic- 
ing ? Are not even ye in the presence of the Lord 
Jesus Christ at His coming,” says the Apostle Paul 
to the dear Thessalonians (winners of victories). So 
Christ shall see of the travail of His soul and be sat- 
isfied. His own will was and is that those given to 
Him be with Him in the glory that they may behold 
His glory, (John xvii). Is enjoying the world the ob- 
ject for us or overcoming it ? 
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‘‘ He that hath an ear.” Who has it to-day amidst 
the confusion ? There is but one voice for us to hear, 
“*My sheep hear My voice.” After all these exceed- 
ingly solemn things will not some ears be turned 
now to Him to hear ‘‘ what the Spirit says to the as- 
semblies ?”? The world is noisy with its many voices. 
May the children of God, the partners of the Lord 
Jesus in His kingdom, listen and take heed. 

Sardis corresponds to the fifth parable of Matt. xiii., 
the Treas sure hidden in the field. It had to be taken 
out by the Man, Christ “Himself, but it became hid- 
den again; the “few names in Sardis,” for which 
He gave all that He had, His own fie: not having 
the opened door of Philadelphia, but only kept for 
Himself without a reality of service before His eyes. 
It may find a parallel in Jehu of Israel, who was 
zealous in destroying the priests of Baal, but did not 
give up the sin of Jeroboam the son of Nebat that 
made Israel sin, which was turning Israel away from 
Jehovah’s own centre. It wasimperfection. So even 
was Hezekiah’s reign in Judah, though he re-estab- 
lished the worship of Jehovah and kept the feast of 
the Passover, yet it was on the 14th day of the sec- 
ond month, a day allowed for those who through de- 
filement could not observe the 14th day of the first 
month. Besides he lost ground in the matter of the 
ambassadors from the King of Babylon, and was re- 
buked by the prophet Isaiah, who foretold the carry- 
ing away of Judah into Babylon. 

How solemn all these lessons are, giving power to 
the voice of the Spirit to the assemblies. The Lord 
make it to be heard throughout Sardis to-day ! 


PHILADELPHIA, 


It is a relief to come out into the pure atmosphere 
where love can take its course and tell its comfort 
and comforting things. The Lord will not always 
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chide, neither will He keep His anger forever. He 
doth not willingly afflict. Judgment is God’s strange 
work entered upon after much long suffering, and 
laid aside easily to commend, for His heart must 
have its opportunity. And those eyes of fire can as 
easily discern what is good as what is evil, and the 
tongue as a two-edged sword is keen to praise that 
which is worthy. Even in the dispraise thus far 
rendered there has been a regard for the rule of the 
Holy Spirit in Phil. iv. 8. to think on the things of 
good report. 

Vers. 7-13. ‘‘Unto the messenger of the assembly 
in Philadelphia, write.” Themeaning of ‘‘ Philadel- 
phia” is ‘‘brotherly love,” as is well known, and 
where every epistle of the word enjoins and exhorts 
to loving one another, surely they that meet the 
Lord’s mind must be so characterized. A name 
crystallizes and fixes a condition, as the reality. Not 
to love one another would be therefore to lose the 
name and place. ‘‘ These things saith He that is 
holy, He that is true.” What He is is the great mat- 
ter. It is the revelation to those who have heard the 
cry at midnight, ‘‘ Behold the Bridegroom! Go ye 
out to meet Him!” While there is no recovery of 
the conditions of the beginning where all were of 
one mind, and hopefully were besought to be, there 
is the recovery of the Person of Christ in that which 
meets the unholiness and falsity of what has been 
professing His name. 

But it is not only what He is but what He does, 
thus making Him everything, the full resource in a 
day of grief and littleness. ‘‘ He that hath the key 
of David, He that openeth and no man shutteth ; and 
shutteth and no man openeth.” It is from Isa. xxii. 
22. (see ix. 4) and tells of His power in government. 
Philadelphia disowns all the assumption of authority 
in Thyatira and Sardis. He is not only more fully 
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described here as, and what, He is but His valuing 
of the assembly and His love for it. The correspond- 
ence to the sixth parable of Matt. xiii. is manifest ; 
the pearl of such price that He sold all that He had, 
His life, and purchased it. He ‘loved the church 
and gave Himself for it, that He might present it to 
Himself, a glorious church not having spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing, but that it should be holy and 
without blemish.” ‘‘ Though He was rich for our 
sakes He became poor.” (2 Cor. viii. 9). 

““IT know thy works.” This is assuring and suffi- 
cient, for such are unknown by the worldly. That 
He that is holy and true does know and does not find 
fault is strengthening to the heart. Works to Him 
are of little value here, for the world looks for such 
things as Pergamos showed, flattering it and embrac- 
ing it, or Sardis exhibited, cultivating by education 
and art and pleasing by amusements, and, in general, 
calling all ‘‘brethren.” But a brotherly love outside 
of the world would be denominated narrowness and 
bigotry. Itis delightful to hear Him who said, ‘‘ My 
sheep hear My voice and I know them and they fol- 
low Me,” say here, ‘‘ J know thy works.” 

“Behold!” This word is of especial import and is 
used three times in the short address to Philadelphia, 
and once to Laodicea, where it calls attention to His 
attitude in grace, ready to sup with any opening to 
Him. Here it gives the thought of the immediate 
importance of what is said—‘‘Give attention!” It 
is in view of the nearness of His coming ; and the end, 
and it has reference to His present gift. ~~ ~~ 

“‘T have given thee a door, set open, and no one 
can shut it, for thou hast little strength.” Here at 
last-we find a people that He can use to testify. The 
open door has been given. Could it have been given 
to Sardis only to multiply those under judgment ? 
or to Thyatira? There is no doubt of the boast of 
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both in regard to multiplying numbers, but could the 
Lord’s open door be otherwise than for that which 
would honor Him? In this day do not the richest 
and clearest statement of the gospel, the fullest testi- 
mony to the Headship of Christ, the coming of the 
Lord, the operations of the Holy Spirit, the dispensa- 
tional character of the teaching of the word, the true 
character and calling of the assembly of God, come 
from those not allied with Sardis, but clean out of all 
associations where man is allowed to systematize ? 
And with such, when they turn to make any system 
that is distinctive or accept a name, do they not fail 
to use the open door in proportion to their failure ? 
The little strength must be kept, the place apart must 
be maintained. As soon as there should be an asser- 
tion that they are anybody, anything, or there be an 
attempt to add to their strength, they will not have | 
the door for testimony held open for them. Little 
strength is one of the essential elements. ‘‘ When I 
am weak then am I strong.” ‘‘God hath chosen weak 
things to confound the mighty, and base things of 
the world and things that are despised hath God 
chosen; yea, and things that are not to bring to 
nought things that are, that no flesh should glory in 
His presence.” It is getting back, therefore, to the 
beginning. ‘‘ When thou wast little in thine own 
sight, wast thou not made leader of the tribes of 
Israel ?” was said to Saul by Samuel. 

<¢ And thou hast kept My word and not denied My 
name.” This, too, is according to the beginning, 
when meeting in His name was the only way, as it is 
now, for acceptance. To those thus gathering the 
word is, ‘‘there am I.” Now when the air is filled 
with names to rally under, this is of much price, 
“Thou hast not denied My name.” It is the One 
exalted, at whose name every knee shall bow. 
‘Calling upon the Lord out of a pure heart;” free 
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from everything that would corrupt, is a pure heart, 
a heart with nothing else than the Lord. These are 
the ones with which we are to follow righteousness, 
faith, love and peace. (2 Tim. ii.) There is a path 
of light for the simple, and these three things char- 
acterize it. 

The revival of the last nearly three-fourths of a 
century, of the truth of the beginning by revealing 
afresh the Bridegroom, Christ Jesus in the glory at 
the right hand of God, has resulted in spreading 
broadcast millions of tracts and books that are re- 
freshing saints and leading sinners to Christ, and 
even in Sardis these are leading many to inquire for 
the old paths. The open door is to such and it is 
promised tonone others. If any of Sardis are preach- 
ing or teaching some of these things they are ready 
to acknowledge that they received them from those 
separated to the only Name whose only guide is the 
word, who do not have to be occupied with strength- 
ening the things that remain, but can go freely all 
the world over and who are doing this with the word 
of truth looking to the Lord only to supply their need 
and to direct their work, with no organizations be- 
hind them, the Lord being withthem. Through such 
the clear statements of truth are brought forth sepa- 
rating entirely from the world and making practically 
true to the heart and life the speedy coming of the 
Lord. If they fail, the door will still be open till He 
come, for those who shall be judged before God by 
the word, and then, walking in it, dispense it freely. 
He has said it, and no man can shut the door. The 
opposition of the professing ones of Thyatira and 
Sardis cannot avail. He who has called them out of 
their darkness into His marvelous light will keep 
them, if they but let Him do all and be all and get all 
the praise. 

“Behold,” now looking to the future, ‘I give those 
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of the synagogue of Satan who say they are Jews 
but do lie, behold, I will make them come and wor- 
ship before thy feet and to know that I loved thee.” 
When the Lord Jesus shall appear in glory with His 
saints those who take the place of the Jew, knowing 
nothing of grace that saves and teaches, and there- 
fore adopting the commandments and ceremonials of 
the Jews and making a religion of their own, shall 
be of the world of John xvii. 22, who shall then know 
that the saints are loved of the Father as the Son is 
loved, and that He their Lord loves them also. God 
has reserved the Jews as separate from His assembly, 
and those who profess to be of the latter and yet take 
the things of the Jews ‘‘do lie.” The former ecciesi- 
astical conditions have perpetuated those who were 
seen as dangerous and false, the legal ones of Gala- 
tians and the ritualistic ones of Hebrews, in Smyrna. 
These traditionalists have all the way through been 
the bane of the assembly in the eyes of our Head, for 
really both of these in principle deny by ignoring the 
death and resurrection of Christ. 

“‘ Because thou didst keep the word of My patience 
I will also keep thee out of the hour of trial which is 
about to come upon all the habitable world, to try 
those who dwell on the earth.” If they will be earth 
dwellers, which is the peculiar place of the Jew, as 
such, they must meet ‘‘the great tribulation,” the 
details of which follow in ‘‘the things that shall be 
after these.” But those keeping the word of His 
patience (2 Thess. ili. 5), “‘the patience of Christ,” 
into which the Lord is to direct the hearts of His 
own, are told in 1 Thess. v. 1-9. that they are not 
connected with the times and seasons prior to the 
day of the Lord, and that we are not appointed to 
wrath but to the obtaining of salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. This must be by His coming 
for us, according to John xiv. 1. 2, and 1 Thess. iv, 
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13-18. The great tribulation is for the earthly people, 
and they are warned of it repeatedly. (Matt. xxiv.) 
Here is exemption from the very hour, not out of it, 
when it shall come, but from the time of it, as Hnoch 
was caught up, the man who “ walked with God and 
was not, for God took him,” before the flood or the 
particular evils immediately preceding it. 

He does not say that others who are His own shall 
not be delivered ‘‘ out of the hour,” but this is held as 
the distinctive hope of those who are not of the world. 
In the portion telling us of the manner of this (1 Thess. 
iv. 13-18) the two companies to be caught up to be 
forever with the Lord are ‘‘ the dead in Christ” and 
‘we that are alive and remain to His coming,” and 
no word is given of intelligent waiting, but simply 
being His. Surely being in Christ does not neces- 
sarily involve an intelligent looking for Him, else 
what of those ‘‘ dead in Christ” before the revival of 
our distinctive hope ? 

“‘T come quickly,” that is, in a speedy manner. 
It has no lingering signs or times or events that must 
take their course, but stands by itself in a short, 
sudden way, ‘‘ the twinkling of an eye, in a moment.” 
(1 Cor. xv. 33). It is not the coming as a thief, who 
may be very deliberate and wary, taking his time to 
accomplish his purpose. They that are warned con- 
cerning the coming asa thief, are told they shall not 
know the time; but the manner is the thief’s manner, 
while the manner ‘s the thing told, counting on our 
always expecting. Those keeping the word of His 
patience cannot be surprised, as their thoughts are 
always with Him, and as it is the expected thing it 
shall be the natural thing to be caught away ina 
twinkling. All the truth being revived connected 
with Christ as He is now, this will be normal and 
constant, the waiting for the Son of God from 
heaven, 
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** Hold fast that which thou hast that no one take 
away thy crown.” The crown comes after being 
caught up and has to do with service and faithful- 
ness to the truth. All may be caught up, for the 
Lord must fulfil the hope of His saints, but all may 
not have the crown. ‘‘ Hold fast” is an important 
and urgent exhortation. It is the second time it has 
been given, the first to the remnant in Thyatira 
(1i. 25), here to the whole assembly, who are relatively 
to Christendom a remnant also. It means to be 
master of, to maintain power over, and refers to 
those conditions that constitute a Philadelphian, little 
strength, not denying His name and keeping His 
word. It is opposed to all the ideas of development 
and progress that those false to Christ are talking of, 
but declares the full equipment in regard to the 
truth, for Christ, the Bridegroom is restored. Buta 
responsibility is here. There shall be many induce- 
ments to give up the place of separation, much talk 
of doing ‘‘ good” instead of ‘‘ His will.” But there 
are forfeits ahead. The crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord the righteous judge shall give in that 
day, is for all who love His appearing (2 Tim. iv. 8). 
The crown of life is for those who endure the test- 
ing, whom the Lord shall approve (Jamesi. 12). The 
crown of glory is for faithfulness in shepherding the 
flock of God according to His mind, not making 
them our flock, lording over them as our allotted 
charges. What instruction here! At no period is 
this exhortation more timely than when the “‘ perilous 
times ” (2 Tim. iii. 1) are present, and truth, doctrin- 
ally and practically, is being given up. It is signifi- 
cant that in two of these assemblies only is the 
crown spoken of. Here then, where there is a com- 
ing back to the ground of the beginning, it is men- 
tioned as a matter well understood, as a matter of 
course, one might say. No yielding, therefore, for 
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friends or foes. - The truth of God, the assurance of 
the understanding of the secret of God, even the 
Christ, is found in practice here; let it have all its 
- power and firm hold, 

** Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the 
temple of my God and he shall gono more out.” Not 
a stone merely, which every believer is in the Temple 
into which we are growing to be manifested in the 
glory, but a pillar like an obelisk, upon which records 
and histories were graved. He will make him a 
testimony, though here recovering the place of being 
unknown, of being cast out, of being of little 
strength. Pillars are expressions of strength. It is 
the word used in 1 Tim. iii. 15, in regard to the as- 
sembly of God, the house of God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth. It is a recovery of this then, a 
fully accredited testimony upon which He can place 
the name of His God, the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, almost lost in the history of the 
years since Ephesus and Smyrna; now among the 
things revived, and to stand for eternity. So the 
name of the New Jerusalem of my God, the church 
of God in the glory, a name and meaning hidden 
during the same dreary centuries, while an imitation 
of Satan’s called the church, with no resemblance to 
God’s house or the body of Christ, has been mani- 
fested. Then it shall be. So His own new name, the 
name linked with the assembly spoken of in the be- 
ginning as being in God our Father and Christ Jesus 
the Lord. When He comes down, in xix, 12, He has 
a name written which none know but Himself. His 
faithful ones are linked with that. They have been 
despised and looked upon as merely negativing every- 
thing in the midst of the multitude of names here. 
But at last all the names worthy of being known are 
permanently graved upon the overcomers in Phila- 
delphia. They had been thrust out or had gone out- 
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side man’s camp, unto Him, but now no more to go 
out, but fixed, established and upholding the whole 
testimony of God. How richly all is made up! How 
completely He answers His own heart here ! 

“He that hath ears ;” again he counts only on the 
overcomers that have kept the faith once for all de- 
livered unto the saints. ‘‘Let him hear therefore 
what the Spirit says to the churches.” There is no 
moment when this is not necessary. 

Philadelphia corresponds to the time of Josiah in 
the history of Judah, in which the word of God, long 
hidden, was found, and which, producing self judg- 
ment, brought them back to the conduct and wor- 
ship of the beginning. ‘‘ And there was no Passover 
like to that kept in Israel from the days of Samuel 
the prophet; neither did all the kings of Israel keep 
such a Passover as Josiah kept, and the priests and 
the Levites and all Judah and Israel that were pres- 
ent and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.” (2 Chron. 
XxXxiv. xxxv. 18.) 

It also corresponds to the parable of the Pearl of 
great price for which the Man (Christ) sold all that 
He had. (Matt. xiii. 45. 46.) 


LAODICEA,. 


Laodicea brings into prominence the people. It 
means ‘‘ the people judging.” The word (laos) which 
had a secondary place in Nicolaitan, here is first. 
There has been a revolt from these human leaders, 
the clergy, and from ecclesiasticism generally ; man’s 
way of reform, thinking of himself and seeking not 
the honor of God. As in the political world every- 
thing moves towards the largest liberty for the peo- 
ple which is set forth in the toes of iron and crum- 
bling clay, a mingling of power and weakness, the 
people a democracy of the loosest and wildest kind, 
in the dream of Nebuchadnezzar, in Daniel ii, 36-43., 
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so the religious aspect is that of looseness and man’s 
will. Throwing off restraint they despised dignities, 
with a general license for evil. It is a long descent 
from that which was in the beginning, with Christ 
as the Head, not of a kingdom which might have 
counsellors and nobles to aid in governing, but of a 
body which, though of many members, is still a unit 
and allows no schism, and not a governing thing in 
any of its members ; for they cannot move of them- 
selves. It is therefore the consummation of what 
started in a negative way in Ephesus, where it was 
estrangement of heart, which is will or inclination. 

Accordingly, Christ announces Himself in a way 
assertive of His prerogatives, never given up in all 
the decline of the life and the truth. 

Ver. 14. ‘‘And to the messenger of the Easeieey 
in Laodicea, write. These things saith the Amen, 
the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the 
creation of God.” It is what He was at first, with 
nothing dimmed or diminished in Him. Itis to these 
that the letter to the Colossians was to be read, an 
emphasis being laid on this; and if, as seems to be 
true, that which is called Ephesians was addressed 
to these, the address here becomes the more solemn, 
though the name only may be used here. But in 
those two letters the whole matter of the church and 
the Head of the church is given, and from these the 
nature of that which is called “fallen” in Ch. ii. 5. 
will be understood. The assembly proved to be so 
unworthy of the trust committed to it as the pillar 
and ground of the truth that Christ announces Him- 
self the ‘‘ Amen,” that which abides true, firm, to be 
leaned upon or depended upon. So the Faithful and 
True Witness, when that which was to testify of 
Christ and God has turned to the opposite. ‘The 
beginning of the creation of God,” the new creation 
begun with Christ Jesus raised from the dead, the 


O4 


Son of God with power, the Head of the church, as 
in Col. i, 15, where His glory as God is given ‘the 
image of the invisible God,” and as the Man raised 
up from death, ‘‘ the first born of an entire creation,” 
vers. 16. 17. giving the detail of the former clause, 
and ver. 18. of this; ‘‘and He is the Head of the body, 
the assembly, who is first born from the dead.” It 
is a time to call attention to this, that the assembly 
has no meaning except as composed of those raised 
from the dead, a new creation, and He the Head and 
that His honor He has not given to another. 

There is rebuke, and yet for the remnant, single 
ones here probably, what encouragement, a standard 
to which to come, a reliance for the heart and light 
for the conscience! He is all that the professed as- 
sembly is not, but He is that for those that have ears 
to hear. 

““T know thy works,” the same undazzled eye that 
looks through everything. It is not the false and 
arrogant Thyatira or the worldly Sardis rising in re- 
bellion by setting up for themselves, but a moral and 
spiritual condition rather than ecclesiastical. Eccle- 
siasticism has been judged in the fourth and fifth 
names. In 2 Timothy ecclesiastical evil is looked at 
in chap. ii. and then the moral and spiritual in chap. 
iii, And wesee here what corresponds to 2 Tim. iii. 
1-4, 

‘Thou art neither cold nor hot ; I would that thou 
wert either cold or hot; so then because thou art 
lukewarm and neither hot nor cold, Iam about to 
spue thee out of my mouth.” This would result from 
the revival of Philadelphia, which, called forth by 
the voice, ‘‘Behold the Bridegroom!’ not only 
aroused the wise virgins but the unwise ones who 
- became very active in seeking oil, something to oc- 
cupy them in lieu of the Holy Spirit, who alone could 
give light. There certainly was, after the first quar- 
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ter of the present century, an increased activity in 
all Christendom, and especially the Protestant part 
of it, to spread their teachings, and while some get- 
ting sight of Christ, the Son of God, and the church, 
and the coming of the Lord were quietly waiting for 
Him, content to testify as did the Thessalonians by 
having the word of God sound out from them every- 
where ; meanwhile all the denominations, going on 
and increasing their numbers and influence in the 
world, with their wealth and power, exhibited more 
and more their activity in forming new systems and 
methods at the expense of real spirituality and wor- 
ship in spirit and truth. Numbers and names seemed 
to be the great thing, and hence all methods, secular 
and profane, have been resorted to for the sake of 
the masses rather than for the sake of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the word and honor of God. The result 
has been indifference to Christ, lukewarmness not in 
zeal for men but for Him to whom alone we were 
called out. They are not cold, for the truth is still 
here and has been revived. They are not hot, for 
Christ is not the object of the heart, and this condi- 
tion becoming more intensely so daily. 

Such an exhibition as the ‘‘ Parliament of Relig- 
ions,” lately held, and to be held in future World’s 
Fairs, shows how insensibility to the name, the honor 
and the truth of the Lord Jesus Christ is possible. 
Such an affront to God and Christ had to wait for the 
last times, the last stage of Christendom, Laodicea, to 
be given. It was but getting a judged thing ripe for 
the judgment. Could Christ endure such a cup pre- 
sented to Him without spueing it out of His mouth ? 
That which is of Him is exclusive and exterminative 
of every religion of man. It treats with men as sin- 
ners to bring them to God; with idolatry as hateful 
to Him. How serious the word, ‘‘I know thy works,” 
applied to this boasted thing ! 
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The peculiarity of all the movements of the day 
religiously is the prominence of the so-called humani- 
tarian character of them. And yet He who died for 
man, whose death and resurrection are often ignored, 
surely cared forman more than wecan. The philan- 
thropy of God was shown not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but according to His own 
mercy He saved us by the washing of regeneration 
and the renewal of the Holy Spirit. (Tit. iii. 4. 5.) 
The gospel according to the power of God brought 
back in Philadelphia is, ‘‘ Who hath saved us and 
called us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works but according to His own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
began, but is now made manifest by the appearing 
of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who hath abolished 
death and hath brought life and incorruptibility to 
light in the gospel.” (2 Tim.i. 9.10.) How fragrant 
of the name and work of Christ is all this! But in 
much of to-day the world that hates Christ can join 
as heartily as the professed Christian and its aid is 
solicited and accepted freely. It is looseness, it is 
insipidity as to taste of the Lord Jesus; frivolity 
instead of joy in the Lord, action instead of worship, 
‘‘breadth” instead of the love of the truth ‘“‘as the 
truth is, in Jesus, that ye put off concerning the 
former mode of life, the old man which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in 
the spirit of your mind.” (Hphes. iv. 22. 23.) 

Here, then, is a state of liberality in doctrines and 
practice as men call liberality, of accepting the aid of 
science, so called, the adornment instead of the rejec- 
tion of the world’s independence, verging to lawless- 
ness that is pronounced ; man cared for, Christ left 
out. And yet all authority is given to Him: there is 
jo Name but His before God; all shall honor the Son 
as they honor the Father ; of Him and through Him 
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and to Him are all things. Christianity without the 
Christ of God is this phase of things. Philadelphia 
may have contributed to this by the revived truth 
and by some wearying of the waiting and the word 
of His patience; Sardis gave it its revival of learning 
and its mental activity; Thyatira its religiousness as 
a covering, and as man has always been willing to 
take God’s things but not God, so here in regard to 
Christ the Son of God. Ah, well, it is a sorrow to 
think of it! 

“‘Spueing out of the mouth” the utter rejection of 
the whole as atestimony! The Faithful and True 
Witness must be His own testimony, save as He can 
call out the overcomers. The word is the same as is 
used in Lev. xviii. 28. xx. 22. concerning Israel being 
spued out of the land if they defiled it; and they 
were. So here the Lord will cast out Christendom, 
wearied with her apostasies and unfaithfulness. 
Truly, ‘‘man being in honor abideth not; he is like ° 
the beasts that perish.” (Ps. xlix. 12.) 

“‘Because thou art saying I am rich and have be- 
come rich and I have need of nothing and knowest 
not that thow art the wretched one and pitiable and 
destitute and blind and naked.” 

How vivid the contrast between this and Eph. i! 
In proportion to loss of character before Christ the 
boasting increases. It is all boast. And how eager 
in this day are religious bodies to give statistics, to 
tell of their doings. Meetings are for this rather than 
for getting the word of God. In | many a place the 
caucusing of political conventions i is put to shame by 
the ways of the professed peoplé of God. “Because 
of a clearness of statement of doctrine mén boast in 
their attainments, while conscience is not involved 
nor affected. It is attention to externals and to the 
approval and applause of the world. The chief thing 
is probably that conscience has never been touched, 
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the region of faith never entered, the heart never 
taken up with Christ. 

Ver. 18. ‘‘I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in 
the fire that thou mayest be rich.” Gold is ever the 
expression of righteousness that is according to God ; 
that is His own; where He can be at home. It is 
found in believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was made sin for us, and who bore our sins on the 
tree. Out from this would flow a righteous life, 
proceeding from Christ crucified and risen. No 
other life will suit God in any respect or particular. 

** And white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, 
and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear.” 
Adam and Eve discovered that they were naked 
and were ashamed, and God clothed them at the cost 
of blood, lives. Even so here, in Christ, is that 
which costs death; the white garment, which is 
the holy conduct and walk of the saint, costs death. 
It must be bought of Christ by apprehending death 
to the world and the flesh. Our old man is crucified 
that the body of sin might be destroyed that hence- 
forth we should not serve sin. It is still the New 
Man here as in the “gold.” The priest, to minister 
before God, had to be clothed in white raiment. 

“¢ And anoint thine eyes with eye salve that thou 
mayest see.” When Jesus, the Son of God, healed 
the blind beggar of John ix., He made clay by spit- 
ting upon the ground, and then sent him to Siloam 
(Sent), the pool, to wash, and so he came seeing, 
though he had been blind from his birth. Even so it 
is only by the Son of God being made flesh, and that 
as sent by the Father, as shown in the word of 
God, that one can see now. The eye salve is there- 
fore the word of God presenting Christ as the only 
One to do for God and man, to bring us to God and 
form a godly life. There has been much boast of late 
years of a study of God’s word becoming universal in 
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Christendom, but it is being seen as not true by the 
effect. There is little knowledge of God’s ways, and 
the real edge of the word has not been felt. It must 
clear the eyes to make all see in His light. Itallows 
nothing of man’s arrangements any more than his sin 
and guilt. 

Ver. 19. ‘As many as J love (fondly) I rebuke and 
chasten,” convict and discipline. These are the 
tokens of his affection. ‘‘ Every branch in Me that 
bringeth forth fruit He purges that it may bring 
forth more fruit.” To produce fruit to God one must 
be ever in the presence of God, not of men ; ever 
have His hand cutting off that which hinders pro- 
ductiveness. Fruit unto God is intimacy and liberty 
of access to Him and the use of this ; is Christ’s own 
joy and peace and patience and grace and heaven- 
liness generally. 

These with their wild growth, exhibit no traces of 
the pruning knife. His own are pruned, and His 
care is needed all the time. The wordis profitable 
for rebuke ; but many turn aside from all that re- 
buke, seeking to make Christa minister of unright- 
eousness by turning the grace of God unto lascivious- 
ness, ministering flatteries instead of reproof. The 
whole movement that formed Philadelphia was 
the rebuking and chastening in regard to the fail- 
ures in Sardis and ruin in Thyatira. It is as the 
afflicted and poor people to be left among Israel, who 
should trust in the name of Jehovah (Zeph. iii. 12). 
They being rebuked and coming out of the abomina- 
tions of man’s religions, would be the men of ‘‘ tears ” 
(2 Tim. i. 4), as well as of unfeigned faith; the 
broken ones, ‘filling up that which is behind of the 
the afflictions of Christ for His body’s sake, which is 
the assembly.” (Col. i. 24). Such testimony being 
revived, such being left, the whole professing com- 
pany is responsible for them and for that standard, 
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to take the place of affliction and discipline in view 
of the defection from Christ. Progress is not the 
word therefore, but ‘‘ repent!” ‘Be zealous, there- 
fore, and repent!” The time is short, the end is in 
view. ‘Zealous” is from a word meaning to boil ; 
to be vehement. When the word has been pro- 
nounced, ‘‘I will spue thee out,” the proper response 
to the rebuke is as in Corinth, ‘‘ What carefulness it 
wrought in you; yea, clearing of yourselves ; yea, 
indignation ; 3 yea, font | yea, a, vehement “desire ; ; yea, 
zeal ; Yea, revenge.” Q Cor. vii. 11). They turned 
Pettit st themselvés, judging themselves before God. 
This is the effect of the eye salve; oh, so much 
needed in its application to-day ! Who will not say 
that we are in this condition, these circumstances at 
this time ? Laodicea marks our time; the Lord is 
at hand ! 

‘‘Behold I stand at the door and knock.” He is 
outside the whole thing as Jehovah was outside of 
Jerusalem and the temple in Ezek. x. 18. 19. xi. 22. 
23., and so becoming the God of heaven (Dan. ii. 44), 
never returned. This is solemn indeed ; Christ shut 
out because He cannot be associated with that which 
dishonored His name and the name of God, and 
standing knocking at the door of this Christendom, 
not at the heart of the sinner, which is the delusion 
that Satan gives to keep the conscience from feeling 
the force of these words and this attitude! All the 
way through these addresses what and where Christ 
is has been kept prominent. And this seems the 
most alarming. Shall He attack from without, when 
He was rejected from within ? 

“Tf any one.” It is like the appeal in 2 Timothy ii. 
to the individual saint that names the name of the 
Lord, like the appeal in Isa. lxvi. 2. ‘‘to this man 
will I look, to the poor and of contrite spirit, and trem- 
bleth at my word,” any one, convicted and bowing 
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to Christ’s judgment. Just as He said on leaving 
the Jews in John xii. 47: ‘‘If any one hear My 
words.” In times of such momentous interest the 
word is to the individual. He lingers before judg- 
ment, even as with the sinner in this accepted time. 

‘‘Tf any one hear my voice and open the door.” Is 
the door into His flock here any different from what 
it is in John x. where, having come in by the door of 
righteousness and grace, He Himself becomes the 
door ? It will show here then how He must be re- 
ceived in the perfect righteousness that allows no 
sin, and the perfect grace that reigns through right- 
eousness. The indifference to Christ, the worldliness 
and corruption and legality deny both. He who be- 
takes himself to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, in His place at Head of the assembly, who gives 
Him just His own place, opens the door to Him; and 
what then ? 

“‘T will come in to him and will sup with him and 
he with Me.” Here is fellowship with those that 
really care for Him. ‘Them that honor Me I will 
honor.” There is a true fellowship with Himself 
here, not simply enjoying doctrines or Christian peo- 
ple or meeting of brethren in the Lord, but Himself. 
It is on both sides, I with him, he with Me. Well is 
it that there is a refuge, a comfort, a promise, and 
such a promise! for the faithful in the midst of all 
unfaithfulness. 

The overcomer here is to reign with Christ, take 
his seat with Him on His throne, as He overcame 
and took His seat on His Father’s throne. Doubt- 
less in a day of looseness and boasting such were 
despised. They were left here to test thoroughly 
the principles of the beginning, and many may have 
faltered or have failed ; but there is an opportunity 
to recover the ground, to act in the truth, to follow 
righteousness, faith, love and peace now ere He 


come, and a triumph for them, knowing all His 
throne involves ; having served and suffered now to 
have the reward which He shall delight to give. 
“‘He that hath ears let him hear what the Spirit 
saith to the assemblies.” The voice of the Spirit 
speaks still in the word. Who has an ear ? 
Laodicea corresponds to the time of Zedekiah in 
in the history of Judah when all were carried away 
into captivity. It corresponds tothe seventh parable 


in Matt. xiii. also. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
THE THINGS THAT SHALL BE AFTER THESE. 


We now enter upon the third general division of 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ, the things to come to 
pass after the presence and withdrawal of the as- 
sembly of God. Judgment must begin at the house 
of God, and we have seen those eyes of fire looking 
through all that men did in that house until there 
was no remedy, and the only thing was to cast it out 
as God had to do with Israel and afterward with the 
Jews, who, for David’s sake, remained till He who was 
promised to David’s house, appeared. Righteousness 
laid to the line and judgment to the plummet have 
resulted in the casting off of the church; while the 
remnant, with all those who are the Lord’s, have 
been caught up to be forever with the Lord. The 
unfaithfulness of men never makes the Lord un- 
faithful to His word of promise; He cannot deny 
Himself. 1 Thess. iv. 13-18. takes place before the 
things of this division of the book, for this brings on 
the hour that shall try all the earth dwellers and not 
the heavenly ones. So now we shall follow as light 
is given, the leading of the Holy Spirit from chapter 
iv. on. 

It is to be understood, that.like the parable, the sym- 
bols are given as containing the truth, enclosed in a 
covering, to be opened to those who desire to know, but 
closed to those who have eyes and ears closed. ‘“‘The 
things that are written in this book,” of chapter i. 4. 
may refer to that which is underneath the symbol, 
the things symbolized, especially as in reading and 
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hearing, both eyes and ears are understood as open. 
This book, especially from this on, contemplates a 
familiarity with all the preceding books of the Script- 
ures. The symbols, the allusions, the figures, the 
characters, the dispensations are there. We are to 


‘go nowhere else for explanations. The word of God 


asks nothing of man but an open ear, a sensitive 
conscience, a heart for Christ and His honor. _ Tt asks 
‘nothing from history or from earning, or how could 
itself bethat by which the man of God may be per- 
‘fect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works? ~ 

“It may lead us carefully to examine portions of 
every book of the Spirit’s writing but nowhere else. 
It would seem that as all proceed from Genesis, 
which contains the germs of all that is revealed 
literally and in type, so all empty into this book. 
It is not the history of the church ; as we shall see if 
we heed the fact that we being yet in the time of the 
church on earth, the house of God, are to gaze into 
the future from chapter iv. Chapter i. 19. would 
make that clear. 

Ver. 1. ‘After these things (not ‘after this’), I 
saw and behold! a door which had been set open in 
heaven; and the first voice which I heard, as of a 
trumpet, was talking with me, saying: Come up 
here and I will shew you the thinee which must 
come to pass after these things.” This is changing 
the point of view from earth to heaven. The true 
place for us while here, being heavenly, is to look at 
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the things of the world from above; then we should 
understand 1 things. in the light of..God,.. and they 
would be seen, as even now since the cross, under 
judgment. What we shall learn as we accompany 
John will give the same judgment. The sound of 
the voice was as ‘‘a trumpet.” The first use of the 
trumpet in in Ex. xix. 13. 16. 19; xx. 18. shows that 
it is the voice of God, a signal for listening to Him, 
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Ver. 2. ‘Immediately I was in the Spirit, and be- 
hold a throne had been set in heaven and the Sitter 
upon the throne like in appearance to a jasper stone 
and asardius.” It is the throne of God ready to ac- 
complish for Christ what He had promised when He 
said to Him ‘‘Sit Thou on my throne until I make 
Thine enemies the footstool of Thy feet;’ and now 
this is about to take place. The jasper and the 
sardius, emblems of glory, are familiar to us as being 
upon the breastplate of the high priest in connection 
with the tabernacle, only there the sardius was first, ; 
representing Reuben, dark and opaque. Reuben_is/ 
the beginning of the apostasy in Israel. e jasper, | 
bright, clear as crystal, Benjamin, the closing in’ 
glory of Israel’s history, (both of these typically set__ 

sort in Gen. xlix). Here, above, it was crystal, per- 
fect light, for in God’s presence is light; but seen 
from below, sardius, opaque, dark. Men by wisdom 
know not God. 

“‘ And a rainbow encircling the Throne, in appear- 
ance like an emerald.” The rainbow (Gen. ix. 18) is 
the token of the covenant of God with the earth, 
here showing us that God remembers. The emerald 

- tells of the greenness of the earth, connected with 
the third day of Gen. i. 12. ‘‘ the earth brought forth 
grass.” The rainbow before God is not like the in- 
complete thing we see from the earth, but an entire 
circle. With Him all is perfection. 

Ver. 4. ‘‘ And surrounding thethrone were twenty- 
four thrones, and upon the thrones twenty-four elders, 
sitting clothed in white raiment, and upon their heads 
crowns (stephanot, victors’ crowns) of gold.” “‘ Elder” 
is a title of dignity, of age or what corresponds with 
age. It is found in Gen. 1. 7. of Egyptians, and Num. 
xxii. 7%. of Moabites and Midians, and in the Sanhe- 
drim of the Jews. Inthe assembly of God they were 
appointed by the apostle Paul for ruling in the as- 
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sembly, and their function is evidently governmental. 
In Isa. xxxvii. 2., Jer. xix. 1. there are “ elders of the 
priests,” and this would help to our understanding of 
who these elders are. From their definite place as 
worshipers we should know them priestly, and their 
ascription of praise in chap. v. 9. 10. we would 
understand them to be priests and kings, or a royal 
priesthood (1 Pet. ii. 9). In 1 Chron. xxiv. 3-18. there 
is given the division of the priests into twenty-four 
courses, preparatory to Solomon’s reign, in which the 
true glory of Israel was to be manifested, a beautiful 
type of Christ reigning during the time of Israel’s 
glory yet to come, in the millennium. These priests 
were to be associated with the King, royal priests, as 
the family of Aaron through the wilderness, and un- 
til this time had been, as we know, ‘‘a holy priest- 
hood.” We learn that the assembly is to reign with 
Christ, or, more particularly, we as heavenly saints 
are to judge the world (1 Cor. vi. 2. 3). But there is 
one mark that designates these in a special way. 
They are intelligent of everything that occurs, are at 
home in all things there. In this chapter and the 
succeeding one they show their intelligence by giving 
a reason for their worship, ‘‘ For Thou,” etc.; in chap. 
v. when John weeps because no one is found worthy 
to open the book, one of the elders tells him who is 
worthy. In chap. vii. 13-17, the question as to who 
the white robed multitude are is answered by one of 
the elders; and in chap. xi. 16-18. they all fall on 
their faces and give thanks to God, telling all that is 
to come to the end. There is no company spoken of 
in the Scriptures but one, of whom one of the great 
distinguishing marks is their intelligence of all 
things, and in Ephes. i. 8-12. we find the Church is 
thatonecompany. God has ‘‘abounded unto us in all 
wisdom and prudence (understanding), having made 
known unto us the mystery (secret) of His will, ac- 
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cording to the good pleasure of His will which He 
has purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of 
the fulness of the times (the millennial age) He 
might gather together (or, head up) all things in 
Him.” This is the very matter that is before us in 
this chapter, the beginning and arranging with ref- 
erence tothe Kingdom headed up in Christ. See also 
1 Cor. viii., 1 John ii. 20. These are there ready for 
the reign as David arranged the priests before Solo- 
mon was enthroned. They must therefore be the 
heavenly saints who between this and chapter iii. 
were caught up to the heavens in risen bodies. In 
the Temple service their place was in the holy place, 
the veil shutting them out from God. But the death 
of Christ removed the veil, and here they are seen 
around the throne, as the rainbow is enlarged from 
a half to a whole circle. 

Ver. 5. ‘And out of the throne proceeded light- 
nings and thunderings and voices,” accompaniments 
of Divine Majesty. God is always exalted thus and 
accompanied by these tokens. These things were at 
Sinai, where there was also smoke, for by the law 
God was hidden. He came down in a thick cloud, 
but no rain was there. We shall find these emblems 
varied and added to according to the conditions of 
those before Him, as we go along. 

‘«* And seven lamps of fire burning before thethrone, 
which are the seven Spirits of God.” We have be- 
fore looked upon these in chap. i. as told in Isa. xi. 2. 

/ Ver. 6. And before the throne a sea of glass, as in 


A Solomon’s Temple the sea was where the priests had 
'/ to wash their hands and feet (2 Chron. iv. 2) before 
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they went into the holy place. But here they are 

already on thrones around the central Throne, and 

this sea would show, by being glass, clear but not run- 

ning, that the cleansing has ceased to be needed and 

become permanent. There is nothing defiling there, 
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*¢ And in the midst of the throne and round about 
the throne were four living ones” (not ‘‘ creatures,” 
for they were not created, and most assuredly not 
“beasts,” for that is another word), ‘full of eyes 
before and behind.” As they are apparently part 
and parcel of the Throne they must set forth the 
Throne method of action. In Ps. lxxxix. 14. we learn 
that Justice and Judgment are the habitation of Je- 
hovah’s throne; Mercy and Truth shall go before 
Hisface. Two of these were then present, the others 
to be seen in front, face to face, in especial favor. 
They are His administrative ways in looking into 
and judging everything always, for they are the liv- 
ing, ever living, and they look back and forth. God 
is the same from everlasting to everlasting. “ Je- 
hovah’s throne is in the heavens. His eyes behold. 
His eyelids try the children of men” (Ps. xi. 4). 
Psalm lxxxix. is very full of all this glory and majesty 
looking after and before, and there the mercy and 
truth are found in the Mighty One upon whom He 
has laid help, the Exalted One chosen out of the peo- 
ple. (Ps. lxxxix. 19. 

Ver. 7. ‘‘And the first living one was like alion and 
the second like a calf, and the third had a face as a 
man, and the fourth was like a flying eagle.” It will 
be noticed that the former two are separated from 
the latter two by having no qualifying words ; a lion, 
a calf, but the third is not as a man, but the face of a 
man, the part that distinguishes a man, the feature 
of intelligence and tenderness. Now, looking at the 
use of these symbols, we shall find the lion’s whelp 
is the symbol of Judah, of whom ‘‘the sceptre” is 
spoken, and the “lawgiver” also (Gen. xlix. 9. 10), 
and in chap. v. “the lion of the tribe of Judah hath 
prevailed to open the book.” It is evidently regal. 
The calf, elsewhere an ox, is the symbol of service, 
the perfect servant of man, to nourish, to labor, ready 
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for the plow or the altar of sacrifice. It is the gen- 
eral idea of ministry and subjection. The third, with 
the face of a man, tells of intelligence and sympathy, 
and the fourth, like a ‘flying eagle,” rising to the 
highest and with piercing vision facing the sun. 
During the time of Israel God was represented as 
dwelling between the cherubim which had these four 
faces. It was His throne of righteousness and judg- 
ment, and when He left the earth He returned in 
Jesus, Emanuel. ‘‘God was in Christ,” who in Him- 
self showed all these attributes of majesty and grace. 

The four gospels surely trace these in giving Jesus 
in life, death and resurrection. Matthew, justice, 
righteousness, the kingly; Mark, judgment, bearing 
it, going down to the lowest, the Sin Offering, as 
Matthew is the Trespass Offering. Luke, the face 
of the man, mercy where Christ is the Son of Man, 
full of sympathy, but Himself showing what man 
should be. This is also the Peace Offering. John 
sees Jesus as the Truth, the Burnt Offering or Holo- 
caust. It will be well to notice these very particu- 
larly, as in connection with the Throne these char- 
acterize all the administration of government, as we 
shall see when the seals are opened. 

They each had six wings, which would indicate 
the swiftness of all they do. Though judgment may 
linger, when it comes it is swift. ‘‘They were full 
of eyes within,” internal intelligence, just fitted to 
have it said ‘‘Known unto God are all His works 
from the beginning of the world or ages.” (Acts 
xv. 18.) 

‘‘ And they cease not day and night, saying Holy, 
holy, holy Jehovah, God Almighty (Jehovah, Elohim, 
El Shaddai), who was, and is, and who is to come.” 
It is as the ascription of the Seraphim in Iga. vi. 
There is no ceasing of this praise. All His works 
praise Him, and holiness becomes His house forever, 
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As judgment is to be entered upon, that He is holy 
shall be brought into prominence, holy as triune, al- 
ways holy. 

Vers. 9, 10. ‘‘And when the living ones shall give 
glory and honor and thanksgiving to Him who sits 
upon the throne, who lives to the ages of ages.” 
Here these ever-existing must go into the future 
in their praise and worship. So with the elders, 
“the twenty-four elders shall fall before Him and 
worship Him that lives to the ages of ages, and 
shall cast their crowns before the Throne, saying 
Thou art worthy, O our Lord and our God,” how 
personal and real to themselves these titles then ! ‘to 
receive glory and honor and power; for Thou hast 
created all things, and for Thy will they were and 
have been created.” God is thus seen honored in 
His creation, and these elders have an understand- 
ing because all things have been told them by the 
Holy Spirit in them while here in the world. Now, 
removed to the glory of God, to which they were ap- 
pointed and were looking with joy unspeakable, they 
give the result of their intelligence to Him who 
joined them with Christ to bear fruit as He did. It 
is the beginning of the joy and worship that never 
cease, for all God’s attributes praise Him always; 
and these join, declaring what He has done. Man 
has dishonored God in the first creation, and here 
He is vindicated, because these have known that ac- 
cording to His will all were created. 

O! what shall it be, to be going on forever, enter- 
ing fully into all disclosures here shut from our eyes, 
but there evermore told out as they are! With these 
things before us, we can more easily stay here, 
amidst a creation that groans and travails, waiting 
to be delivered into the liberty of the glory, the man- 
ifestation of the sons of God, 
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CHAPTER V. 


This is but the continuation of what was recorded 

in the former chapter, yet that had especially to do 
with the old creation, glorifying God in that, for all 
His works praise Him, and justifying all He pur- 
posed in it. Proposing it in the first man who failed, 
He means to have all shown out in the end ac- 
cording to His will. This was the intelligent ex- 
clamation of the redeemed to whom it is given to 
know His mind in all things. This is very precious 
to us, for having brought us to Himself He treats us 
as intimate friends who ought to know His ways. 
And we alone lifted above the corruption that man 
has brought in everywhere, not being of this world, 
can see by being not of the world what God meant 
by the earth and government and the ordering of 
things here among men, as to the earth. 
_ This chapter takes us at once to the very centre of 
all things by bringing forth Him for whom are all 
things, and by whom, upon whose shoulders is the 
government and who shall bring in the new creation 
in the end, Christ Jesus the Lord, the Son of God, 
made of the seed of David, and dwelling here for a 
time to accomplish all. It must be with intense de- 
light we open this portion, even the first words. 

*“‘T saw in the right hand (of power and authority) 
of the Sitter on the Throne (or Throne Sitter, a title,) 
a book (little book, as a deed) written within and on 
the back, sealed with seven seals.” Seven is the 
characteristic number in this whole book of the Rev- 
elation of Jesus Christ. It is the book of sevens for 
it completes everything dispensationally. We have 
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seen seven churches, seven Spirits of God, seven 
stars, seven lamp-stands, seven horns and seven eyes 
here (strength and wisdom). We shall see seven 
angels with seven trumpets, seven bowls of judg- 
ment. It would seem there are seven visions and 
seven ascriptions of praise. Wecome to the end in 
this. So the seven must have such a meaning, per- 
fection in whatever is mentioned. This book is like 
that of Jer. xxxii. 8-44. a title deed to an estate, 
sealed and buried, to be brought forth in the proper 
time as proof of ownership by purchase. Doubtless 
Jeremiah’s purchase and the history of it is typical 
of this, for the chapter is full of things pertaining to 
God’s purpose in the end which is looked at in this 
chapter. All Jeremiah would have to do would be 
to break the seal and show his title to possession. 
So here it is the possession of the earth. 

Ver. 2. ‘‘And I saw a strong angel proclaiming 
with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book 
and to break the seals?” The proclamation is loud, 
as if to reach the remotest corner and age of the 
earth, for man has boasted of bringing on the good 
time coming of converting the world by the present 
evangelistic movements by education and progress 
and evolution. Where are they who beasted ? There 
are none found. 

Ver. 3. ‘‘ No man in heaven nor in earth, neither 
under the earth,” some of whom had changed the 
features of the earth and the history of nations, 

-*‘was able to open the book, neither to look there- 
on.” How the ways of God laugh at the boast of 
man with all his wisdom ! 

Ver. 4. And John wept much at this; and yet he 
knew Rome in its proudest moments, spreading itself 
over the earth as if to grasp it all. There was no 
man found worthy to open the book nor to regard it. 
It was hopelessness, weeping. 
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Ver. 5. But one of the elders, whom we know as 
having the mind of God, and of Christ (1 Cor. ii. 14). 
says to him: ‘‘ Weep not.” John, himself, while in 
the assembly of God, is looked upon here as simply a 
prophet, that has to be told the meaning of everything, 
searching what and what manner of time the Spirit 
did signify. The elder tells him that the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah (Gen. xlix. 8. 9.) hath prevailed not by 
natural right, but a right won on the cross, which 
was selling all that He had to purchase the field 
(Matt. xiii. 44) the world; prevailed by conquering 
the prince of this world ; by meeting the whole ques- 
tion of sin; by upholding unto death the holiness 
and righteousness of God and there declaring them. 

Then John turns to see the Lion, ‘‘ and he beheld, 
and lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four 
living ones and of the twenty-four elders stood a 
little Lamb as slain.” The ‘‘little lamb” may express 
that Christ was crucified in weakness and that the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. ‘‘ When I 
am weak then am I strong.” Samuel, in the day of 
Israel’s saddest failure, sanctified “‘ a sucking lamb ” 
while they drew water and poured it upon the 
ground. 1 Sam. vii. 5-9. Right out from the centre 
of all God’s seat of power, and His throne-attributes 
and the redeemed, as linked with and establishing 
all these, rose the Lamb, with the seven horns of 
perfect power and the seven Spirits of God; for all 
were in Him though sent abroad in all the earth; 
nothing to be hid from His intelligence, He grasps 
the whole. 

Ver. 7. “‘ And He came and took the book out of 
the right hand of the Throne-Sitter. And when He 
had taken the book the four living ones and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, hav- 
ing, every one of them, harps and golden bowls full 
of odors, which are the prayers of the saints.” 


Here the elders and living ones, God’s administrative 
powers, are together, according to Heb. ii. 5. 6. and 
1 Cor. vi. 2. for the heavenly saints are the ones to 
whom, in connection with Christ, the ruling and 
dominion of the world to come is to be given, not 
to angels, by whose hands came the law and indeed 
the whole Israelitish economy, but to man, Christ 
and the Church is the administration of the millennial 
glory committed. 

“‘The prayers of the saints.” To us even now is 
the place of intercession given. In Ephes. vi. 18. it 
is to pray for all saints, and in 2 Tim. ii. 1-3. for all 
men, and in Rev. xxii. 20. the prayer to the Lord Jesus 
to come, is in behalf of all that follow, for we are in 
the forefront and coming to us is the beginning of 
His advent into His Kingdom. These are the earthly 
saints, separated ones, who will be brought before 
us in the progress of these visions. Much is made 
of such prayers in the Psalms and throughout this 
book. 

Vers. 9.10. ‘“‘And they sang a new song, saying, 
Thou art worthy to take the book and to open the 
seals thereof, for Thou wast slain and hast redeemed 
to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and 
tongue and people and nation; and hast made them 
unto our God kings and priests, and they shall reign 
over the earth.” It will be noticed here that the ad- 
dress is djrect, ‘‘Thou,” while in the case of the 
angels it is indirect, ‘‘ Worthy is the Lamb that,” &c. 
The same will be seen in chapter iv., where the 
elders say ‘‘Thou” (11), and the four living ones, 
there separate from the elders, representing the 
governmental administration of the angels, probably, 
say (ver. 8), ‘‘ Holy is ;” in the third person. Surely 
this is noticeable, especially as in chapter xi. 17. it is 
the same, ‘‘ We give Thee thanks.” It is one of the 
marks as to who the elders are, showing too that the 
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four living ones, when alone, have not such intimacy 
of face to face intercourse. Indeed, they have none. 
It shows, too, the consistency of the word of God 
throughout, in different places telling us that we are 
‘as Christ is” (1 John iv. 17), that we are “ brought 
nigh” (Ephes. ii. 13), that we have ‘boldness to 
enter into the holiest” (Heb. x. 19), and here giving 
that which embraces them all. 

The character of this intelligence, as looking at the 
work of the Lamb rather than naming themselves 
as though it meant them, is fully in place ; richly so. 
It is seeing the work in and of itself and the One 
who accomplished it, which would necessarily show 
that they are the ones who are made priests and 
kings, or how could they know ? It is even stronger 
than it would be by the introduction of ‘‘us” as in 
the old version, ‘‘Thou hast redeemed us.” But 
scripture is always perfect when we get exactly 
what it does say. 

And yet they, as having title to reign with Christ, 
ought to express that as the purpose of their re- 
demption. Imagine them in the presence of Christ 
in the glory when ascribingall to Him, not to say it! 
Is it not fitting that they who are the “ first fruits ” 
of his work should first greet Him, as He stands 
ready to enter upon the purchased possession which 
they are to share with Him. Is not this one 
of the “sayings” of this Revelation which we are 
blessed in keeping ? However poor our apprehension 
of our standing, our relation to God und to Christ 
Jesus our Lord, the word of God is always up to the 
standard, to the honor of Christ. 

Their song was ‘‘ new,” for it looked unto the new 
creation. They know what the book contained and 
what had wrought all and Who did it: and He, alone. 
And they tell it to the full; no redemption without 
that death; everything by it. On earth they had 
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shown His death till He came and took them to Him- 
self; even here, had said ‘‘ to Him that loves us and 
who washed us from our sins and made us priests 
and kings unto His God and Father, be glory and 
dominion forever.” And now, on their thrones they 
sing this song. A song gives permanency to a sen- 
timent or truth, emphasizing it and adopting it as a 
fundamental thing. It ought to do so now, though 
many things that are sung by the lips are unfit as 
expressions for the heart, because they reach not up 
to the truth, and so give permanence to low experi- 
ences and false sentiments and longings, for what 
should be acknowledged as already true, with a 
jubilant heart. 

Vers. 11.12. ‘‘And I saw and I heard a voice of 
many angels around the Throne, and the living ones 
and the elders (and the number of these was myriads 
of myriads and thousands of thousands), saying with 
a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that has been slain, 
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and might, 
and honor, and glory, and blessing.” These seven 
things tell the full measure of the desert of Him who 
has done all for God, for man, for heaven and earth, 
for the universe of bliss, all of which we found strewn 
through the word as belonging to God and His An- 
ointed One. The proclamation is public, to sound 
throughout all realms, a measureless expression of 
Christ’s worthiness, but not the sweet ascription that 
the song of the elders pours forth ; angels do not sing. 

Ver. 13. ‘‘And every created thing which is in 
heaven, and in the earth, and under the earth, and 
upon the sea, and all things in them I heard saying 
(not singing), To the Throne Sitter and to the Lamb 
blessing, and honor, and glory, and might be to the 
ages of ages.” Here four of these ascriptions are 
echoed as of the earth, four being an earthly num- 
per. Creation, which was in bondage by reason of 
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Him who hath subjected the same, in hope that crea- 
tion itself shall be set free from the bondage of cor- 
ruption into the liberty of the glory of the children of 
God (Rom. viii. 20. 21). Now the glory of the children 
of God is seen, rejoicing throughout all heights and 
depths, for the hour of its deliverance is come. All 
‘is joy in heaven and in earth. 

Ver. 14. And the four living ones say, Amen! All 
are satisfied, fully magnified. Justice and mercy, 
righteousness and peace are grandly confirmed ; all 
God’s ways in government vindicated in Christ. The 
Throne, represented by these, is fully satisfied. 

‘‘ And the twenty-four elders fell down and wor- 
shipped.” ‘Their method is the deeper, being the re- 
deemed and leading in the blessedness of all. Shall 
we not join their reverent worship now in anticipa- 
tion of all this? And yet, how little the time before 
anticipation shall become reality! The Holy Spirit 
is here in us to make all true to our hearts and fa- 
miliar to our understanding. What perfection in all 
this chapter ! The throne of God, the heavenly saints, 
the angels, the earthly people, creation, all glorifying 
and glorying in Him who tasted death for all; God 
and man happy together in His Person, though the 
making of the earth the footstool of His feet has yet 
to be set forth. It, too, is well known, and faith sees 
the accomplished end. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Ver.1. ‘‘And I saw when the (little) Lamb opened 
one of the seals, and I heard as it were the noise of 
thunder, and one of the four living ones saying, 
Come !” 

The seals are evidently judgments and of a hard- 
ening character. From their correspondence with 
Matt. xxiv. 22. it would appear that the judgments 
are connected with the Jews. See also Ezek. xiv. 21. 
the four terrible judgments on them, and Zech. vi. 
1-3. for the horsemen in connection with that people. 
And from the fact that one-fourth part of the earth 
is involved, four being symbolic of the earth, and the 
Jews being of the earth, it seems that judgment hav- 
ing begun with the house of God in chapters ii. and iil. 
would now proceed to the former people of God be- 
fore going out to the Gentile world. 

With Matt. xxiv. before us we can easily understand 
what is found here. 

The Lamb opens the seals by right of purchase 
with His own blood, and the representatives of the 
Throne power, the living ones (or things) call forth 
the judgments. The first living one, the Son’s Kingly 
authority, sends out the summons, ‘“‘Come!’ The 
thunder expresses alarming judgments, 

Ver. 2. ‘‘ And I saw and behold a white horse, and 
he that sat on him having a bow, and a (victor’s) 
crown was given to him, and he went forth conquer- 
ing and to conquer.” This judgment bears relation 
to the kingly authority. It is called forth by that. 
Tt is not Christ though on a white horse, which Christ 
sits on in chap. xix. 11. He is from beneath, for these 
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things seen from above happen on the earth. There 
was given to him a crown, and Christ never had a 
crown from earth. It will be placed upon Him by 
God Himself (see Dan. vii. 13. 14). He is a bloodless 
conqueror, using craft, doubtless, beginning by con- 
quering and going on still to conquer. It is doubtless 
the first movements of “the king,” the false one, or 
the “‘beast.” For Christ said to the Jews, ‘‘I have 
come in my Father’s name and ye will not receive 
Me; another shall come in his own name, and him 
ye will receive.” Here is, then, an imitation of Him 
of chap xix., for he is on a white horse as though 
coming in righteousness, white seeming to represent 
that. He may be sent forth as the righteous judg- 
ment of God upon those who would not receive the 
true One. In Matt. xxiv. 4. Jesus said to His dis- 
ciples, ‘“‘ Take heed that ye be not deceived, for many 
shall come in My name, saying, I am Christ, and 
shall deceive many.” The horse would tell of speed 
and conquest, and the faithful are warned to take 
heed, showing his success. 

In Matthew’s Gospel Christ is offered specially as 
King, and here the first living one which we found to 
give the characteristics of Matthew, calls this false 
one forth, as though to say, You would not have the 
true King, take the false one, in judgment. 

Vers. 3. 4. At the opening of the second seal there 
comes forth one ona red horse who was to take peace 
from the earth and that they should kill one another, 
and there was given unto him a sword. It is war, 
just as was foretold by Christ as the second sign of 
His coming, in Matt. xxiv, 6.7. ‘‘Ye shall hear of 
wars and rumors of wars,” etc. 

In Mark Jesus was offered as Servant, the Minister 
of God’s grace, giving peace. They would not have 
it. The living one representing Christ in Mark, calls 
forth war. 
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Vers. 5. 6. The third living one (in Luke) calls, 
“‘Come!” and then comes famine, a black pall on 
everything, a famine of bread which can be had in 
very scarce quantities for a whole day’s wage, a quart 
of wheat for a whole day’s wages. And this op- 
pressing the poor especially, the oil and wine being 
preserved. In Matt. xviv. 7. the third sign is famine. 
Christ in Luke is really the bread which came down 
from heaven, the Man upon whom they of faith are 
to feed, though He is named as suchin John vi. But 
this character corresponds exactly to Christ in Luke, 
theSonofMan. Here, then, Bread rejected is famine. 

Ver. 7. In opening the fourth seal the fourth living 
one sends out the cry Come! and the fourth horse is 
livid, death color, and Death is upon his back, fast 
moving with the other judgments, all contempo- 
raneous and acting together ; going on thus. Andso 
Christ, offered in John as The Life, is here displaced 
by Death. They would not come to Him that they 
might have life. They slew the Prince of Life. In 
Matt. xxiv. pestilence, which means death, follows as 
the fourth sign. 

Thus we, following Scripture, understand the be- 
ginning of sorrows, the judgments that initiate “‘the 
times and seasons ” preceding the coming of the Lord 
to the earth. 

The four living ones being the very Throne in its 
execution of judgments, govern all that follows. 
The other seals are consequences of these four already 
opened, going on with their disaster constantly. 
Those under these judgments, exasperated and hard- 
ened, would turn upon the few who are faithful to 
the Christ yet to come, and would persecute to death, 
because they would naturally uphold and justify the 
Lord Jesus and His judging. 

Vers. 9-11. So the fifth seal discloses the souls of 
such under the golden altar as they are declared 
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righteous, having suffered for righteousness’ sake. 
These, thus standing faithful unto death, against 
the popular yielding to the rising anti-King and anti- 
Christ, are delivered up to death. This being after 
the withdrawal of the heavenly saints at the rapture 
before chap. iv., must have their place and standing 
defined. In the language of the Psalms they cry, 
How long, O Sovereign Ruler (despotes), holy and 
true, dost Thou not avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth ? On earth and in life they were 
not to resist evil. Jehovah had said, ‘‘ Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay,” and they were patient, confess- 
ing to the true Messiah. He must therefore avenge 
them. But the time has not yet come. Others are 
to follow, put to death by a governmental decree 
when the beast and the false prophet shall have 
sway (chap. xiil). These will be their brethren, a 
Jewish remnant, suffering because they will not con- 
fess the antichrist. 

This company is found in Matt. xxiv. 9-13. antici- 
pated by Christ and foretold to His disciples whose 
like these shall be. The ‘‘ white robes” tell of their 
righteous conduct being accredited, and so they wait. 
This little company, because of their testimony, are 
considered of sufficient importance to mark the time 
of a ‘‘ seal,” broken open to reveal them. Such honor 
have the saints, earthly as well as heavenly. There ‘ 
awaits them a living, Rev. xx. 4. after their brethren 
join their ranks, and a reigning, too. 

Ver. 12. And I beheld when He had opened the 
sixth seal, and lo, there was a great earthquake and 
the sun became black as sackcloth of hair and the 
moon became blood. 

‘The awful state of things of the previous seals 
going on has told rather of the introduction of politi- 
cal and religious movements in opposition to God and 
His faithful ones on the earth. But now a far more 
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Seneral series of judgments takes place, in which the 
earth and the heavens, or what they stand for, are 
involved. It is foretold in Matt. xxiv. 29., ‘‘Imme- 
diately after the tribulation of those days shall the 
sun be darkened and the moon shall not give her 
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken.” 

The “earthquake” will be the breaking up of 
earthly things, the shaking of the earth according to 
Joel ii. 10. means the shaking of the nations, but par- 
ticularly irruptions of the people on the common 
level; the socialism and nihilism and anarchy in prin- 
ciple, smothered during the time that the Holy Spirit 
is here, will then upheave generally. There has 
been the loud boast of humanitarianism and the cry 
of equal rights, the general uneasiness socially, finan- 
cially, politically and religiously, besides the famine 
that seemed to be hardest on the poor, and the pesti- 
lence and the heat that came from rising up against 
some of the righteous Jews that would hold on to the. 
teachings of their prophets and deny the general 
movement towards antichrist. 

And then mountains, which in Jer. li. indicate 
settled governments, solid kingdoms, and the islands, 
smaller principalities politically isolated and stand- 
ing out from the sea of the unformed and wave- 
tossed, that cannot rest, wild agitated peoples ; these 
sball be moved out of their places. The insecurity 
spreads, the alarm deepens. There is no restraining 
truth ; the few that hold to the coming of the Mes- 
siah are silenced; hence all is desperation and 
tumult, and the action of malignity and hate. 

Then the sun, according to Mal. iv. 2. which evi- 
dently means Christ at His coming, the Sun of 
righteousness arising, is black as cloth of hair. All 
knowledge of Christ is hidden. They would not 
have Him when offered ; now all is darkness. Their 

83 


thoughts of Him are as thick darkness to perfect 
light. The moon, too, reflecting the light of the sun, 
the apostate church, ‘‘turned to blood,” would not 
only be darkness, but, damaging, deadly. All knowl- 
edge of Christ and the church are gone until they 
shall reappear, clear as the sun, fair as the moon, 
and terrible as an army with banners. The true 
church was despised, but is now gone ; the false is 
here, but detrimental, destructive. 

The “stars” are heads and leaders that are left 
in the false church. Now giving up all pretence of 
piety, they fall; their infidelity is acknowledged. 
These were not saved though followed as leaders 
and rulers of the professing people of God. They 
are spoken of as stars because God having called the 
church to be heavenly must deal with these as there, 
while the governments, as mountains, and islands 
and rocks, defenses, are earthly. Here, then, the 
heavens and the earth are both shaken. 

And men flee to the governments that offer stabil- 
ity, in their alarm asking them to shield them from 
what they, with their uneasy consciences, esteem 
the wrath of the Lamb, but which is not. When He 
shall really descend, in chapter xix., they will be 
found fighting against Him, not cowerimg with fear. 
It is the part of the falling mountain or rock to 
crush, not to hide, which shows the symbolic rather 
than literal character of all. Itis getting ready to 
surrender all the kingdoms to the one king, the 
beast of chapter xiii., seeking to centralize for pro- 
tection from that which has been crumbling, auarchy 
and ruin. 

Man never knew how to govern himself, and when 
he swings clear from God, and is left to his own 
ways, all is destruction. How rapidly these things 
will move at that time! All things work together 
for bad; governments, religion, business. They 
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have no hope and are without God in the world. “I 
beheld the earth, and lo! emptiness and confusion ; 
and the heavens, and they had no light.” (Jer. iv. 23). 
The rolling away of the heavens as a scroll, from 
Isa. xxxiv. 1-4. would give the thought of the utter 
dissolution of confidence in that which had been 
called the church, for that is the heavenly thing, 
and even though utterly apostatized, is looked upon 
as there in responsibilty. We leave this for a little, 
to see God’s sealed ones. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


‘‘ And after these things I saw four messengers 
standing on the four corners of the earth, holding 
fast the four winds of the earth, that they should 
not blow upon the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any 
tree.” 

As the opening of the seventh seal will introduce 
seven trumpets, which on being sounded will show 
the judgments falling on the earth, and the sea and 
trees, etc., this chapter gives light upon a matter of 
intense interest to all who read and hear this book, 
having eyes and ears open to know and keep the 
things which are written, that is the things con- 
tained in the things written. As 1 Cor. xii. tells of 
things happening for types that are written for our 
admonition, so these things happen for symbols and 
are written “‘for our learning.” We are to find an- 
other element of blessing in the Scriptures here, “‘ the 
comfort of the Scriptures.” (Rom. xv. 4). The 
question would be whether, amid all the dire calami- 
ties, and especially the deepening of iniquity so 
rapidly shown already, and to be manifest under the 
trumpets, there would be any delivered and saved. 

A pause is therefore made in the revelation of 
events, that we who are brought into the fellow- 
ship of friends to the Lord Jesus Christ may have 
the mind and purpose of God in regard to this mat- 
ter and anticipate the millennial companies on the 
earth. There is no pause in the action of the pre- 
vious tests, but we are drawn aside for a little to see 
those set apart and marked off, to be revealed in due 
time. 


86 


We learn in John vi. 27. that God the Father hath 
sealed Christ ; in Ephes. i. 13. 14. that the Church is 
sealed by the Holy Spirit, all to be brought out in the 
future manifestation of the glory ; and here we find 
another company sealed for the same manifestation, 
only the former are in heaven ; these, upon the earth 
and for the earth. 

The judgment under the trumpets to follow will be 
spiritual, the decline of truth, the working of error 
in Christendom left here after those that are Christ’s 
shall have been taken away to heaven. In Ephes. 
iv. 14. the “winds” are spoken of as evil doctrines, 
“that ye henceforth be no more children, tossed to 
and fro and driven about by every wind of teach- 
ing.” Now, to save from this the Holy Spirit is here, 
and there are gifts from the Lord distributed by the 
Holy Spirit, meeting the need. But the Holy Spirit 
having been quenched and grieved by these, and 
having departed with the saved who are in heaven, 
represented by the twenty-four elders around the 
Throne, the rejectors of both Christ and the Holy 
Spirit are left to their own fancies, and to be turned 
to fables and worse. The next chapters will reveal 
this. Now, before that comes, holding back these 
winds of doctrine which shall result in blank infidel- 
ity connected with pretentious ritualism, we must ba 
informed of God’s purpose in regard to the future and 
the carrying out effectively of that purpose in having 
the earthly people of the prophets and of Moses and 
the Psalms. 

Ver. 2. ‘‘And I saw another messenger ascending 
from the sun rising, having the seal of the living 
God,” God’s title in resurrection, as all will be 
through the resurrection of Christ. ‘‘ And he cried 
with a loud voice to the four messengers to whom it 
had been given to hurt the earth and the sea, saying, 
Hurt not the earth, nor the sea, nor the trees until 
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we shall have sealed the servants of our God upon 
their foreheads.” ‘‘ Servants” shows that it is Israel, 
and of the earth, for the church has altogether a 
different title and place. 

Then there were sealed twelve thousand of each 
tribe of Israel. Surely this would verify Rom. xi, 26, 
“and so all Israel (all the tribes of) shall be saved.” 
The number twelve is the perfection of government 
on the earth: witness the twelve tribes for the gov- 
ernment of the earth, twelve apostles, connected 
especially with Israel, to sit on twelve thrones judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel (Matt. xix. 28); the 
twelve gates in the wall (Rev. xxi. 12. 13.), evidently 
Israel, as we shall see ; twelve foundations (xxi. 14.), 
twelve angels (messengers), Israel’s administration. 
Twelve times twelve, the square, would be a surface 
on the earth, Israel’s place in the perfection of it. 
The thousand would give the cube of ten, which is 
God’s perfection of order and of responsibility met. 
Here the cube gives the fullest possible expression of 
its perfection. The thousand years which we call the 
millennium is the full expansion of earthly blessing, 
the time of it rather, and doubtless ‘‘ thousand” 
where used has a bearing on that. These thousands 
are sealed for that season. 

In naming the tribes, Dan and Ephraim are left 
out. As this is symbolical we must look for the rea- 
son. In regard to Dan, we find in his birth he was 
the son of Bilhah, the handmaid of Rachel (Gen. 
xxx. 3-6). God has never given consent to such im- 
proper relationships. Abraham had Sarah to wife, 
and when she bore no child she brought Hagar to 
Abraham and a son was born, but God did not adopt 
Ishmael. Isaac had Rebekah, and when she was 
barren he entreated Jehovah and she bore twins. 
In the case of Jacob, Rachel was his wife although 
Leah was first given to him, and God would seem to 
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have frowned upon his having a second by making 
Rachel barren. It was a lack of faith in her as in 
Sarah, and God would not introduce this name where 
every symbol is of grace and faith and blessing, for 
the restoration of Israel is by grace purely (Rom. xi, 
5, 6). 

This being the meaning of this restriction, we may 
find another reason why Dan is not used here among 
these symbols. His name is “ judgment,” and judg- 
ment is passed here, mercy rejoicing against it. An- 
other reason would be that in Gen. xlix., from which 
we learn what is to befall Israel all through their 
history, Dan seems to set forth the wilful one, 
the antichrist (16-18), and God is leaving out all 
such thoughts in this story of grace. On this account 
Ephraim, which is the name given to the revolted 
ten tribes in the time of their apostasy, is left out. 
And because it is all blessing and joy with no more 
remembrance of all, that was sad, Joseph, the type 
of Christ as King raised from the dead, takes his 
place ; and Manasseh, forgetfulness, is retained, Levi 
giving us the fact that they are joined to the Lord 
and together. In Ezek. xlviii. the literal division of 
the land includes a portion for Dan and one for 
Ephraim. 

There is a beautiful story of grace in the meanings 
of the names in the order here given. They tell of 
praise (Judah), a son (Reuben), power (Gad), blessing 
(Asher), victory (Naphtali), forgetfulness (Manas- 
seh); hearing, faith (Simeon); joined (Levi), reward 
(Issachar); dwelling, fellowship (Zebulon); added 
(Joseph) ; son of my right hand (Benjamin). 

The story thus told, here imperfectly interpreted, 
is animating and joyous, savoring sweetly of the 
‘¢ double,” Israel is to have for all her sins, when her 
iniquity is put away and she becomes the world’s 
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Ver. 9. ‘After these things I saw, and behold a 
great multitude which no man could number, out of 
all nations and tribes and people and tongues, stood 
before the Throne and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes and palms in their hands.” 

This gives the multitude of the Gentiles that shall 
be brought at that time (Rom. xi. 12), after Israel is 
risen from the graves where they have been buried, 
the nations in which they are hidden till the fulness 
of the times, when their fulness shall result in much 
more blessing to the Gentiles. God will not fail 
Himself nor His Son, the Man through whom all are 
to be gathered. The first Israel failed, the second 
established in righteousness through the death and 
resurrection of Christ and under His leadership shal] 
be used to bring the nations to Him. Here, there- 
fore, we see a multitude innumerable of men from all 
nations and peoples. ‘‘Is He the God of the Jews 
only ? yea, also of the Gentiles.” 

And they have the white robes, first through 
Christ, and then a righteous living, established in 
righteousness under the righteous sway of Christ. 
Palms express victory here and tell of conflict. And 
their cry with a loud voice from the ends of the earth 
is, Salvation unto our God, the Throne Sitter, and 
unto the Lamb. Although it is earthly as is Israel’s, 
their salvation has its origin in God and in the work 
of Christ. 

In this cry the (angels) messengers join, ascribing 
the seven-fold honors that had been offered to the 
Lamb in chap. v., reversed in the order here it may 
be because the Throne Sitter is added, and so with 
the modifications otherwise, this looking at the end 
of all on the earth ; that to the Procurer of it; their 
going on to the ages of ages. And they add their 
solemn Amen! 

And one of the elders asked John, only a servant 
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here and knowing nothing except as he is told, 
““These who are arrayed in white robes, who are 
they and whence?” And John, who had already 
proved the knowledge of the elders, answered, ‘‘ Thou 
knowest.” And the elder answered, ‘‘ These are they 
that came out of the great tribulation.” (Matt. 
Xxiv. 21. 22.) This is to be in the second half of 
Daniel’s seventieth period of seven years, and it 
would appear to be universal in its extent, the rem- 
nant of the Jews who are faithful to Christ being 
kept, delivered, from it by flight, fleeing as a bird to 
their mountains. These are the redeemed that shall 
with Israel inhabit the earth under Christ in His 
Kingdom. The accomplishment of their redemption 
is looked at. They are before the Throne; that is, 
acquitted as righteous, and they worship day and 
night in His Temple, and the Throne Sitter shall 
dwell among them. Like chap. xi. 17. 18., the elders 
tell everything clear to the new heaven and new 
earth. How God confirms the fact that the heavenly 
saints “have all knowledge.” The full blessing, 
stated in the last three verses, looks on to that time 
when the Tabernacle of God shall be with men, and 
He shall dwell withthem. Here the Lamb shepherds 
them through the millennium, and God dwells with 
them in the end, wiping all tears. Thus we have 
seen the heavenly ones on high surrounding the 
Throne of God, and now Israel and the Gentiles in 
full blessing on the earth, on, on to the eternal ages. 
In connection with this subject, both as to Israel and 
the Gentiles, read Isaiah xlix. which sets forth Jeho- 
vah’s purpose for them. Having thus been shown 
that the fulness of the times will bring its own joy, 
we may now, therefore, look to the judgments that 
are to come in the following chapters. 
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GHAPTER VIIL 


‘Having paused to see the setting apart those that 
are godly for Himself to be manifested in due time as 
peopling the world during the reign of Christ on the 
earth, a token of our being friends of Christ, and 
entitled to know these things for His sake, we turn 
again to see the movement of the judgments on 
on the earth. And here in the opening of the sev- 
enth seal we shall find instead of one act the sound- 
ing of seven trumpets, which fill the time and space 
of this last seal, though even here we shall learn that 
the last trumpet of these seven will have its time oc- 
cupied with the seven bowls (vials) of wrath to be 
poured out on men. 

Ver. 1. ‘And when He had opened the seventh 
seal.” It is as though nothing has occurred since 
the sixth chapter. And nothing has in the narrative 
of judgments. All the disastrous events have been 
going on of the six seals, the first four being the in- 
troduction to all and the cause of the subsequent 
ones ; therefore they alone are called out directly by 
the Throne powers. 

Here the first thing we learn is of silence in heaven 
for half an hour. There is a meaning in the exact- 
ness of this measurement of time where time seems 
not to be an element as to its divisions. As the 
movement of this and the following chapter is caused 
by the angel, Christ Himself, standing by the altar in 
behalf of His earthly saints, and as two is the num- 
ber referring to the Son, and the fractions seem to 
teach the same thing as the numbers themselves 
do, being one of two, one of three, etc., the half hour 
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may have reference to being the time of the Son of 
God; for here for the first time He appears to take 
up the cause of His elect. 

Moreover, as the prayers of the saints are pre- 
sented to Him with the incense of His own worthi- 
ness, these prayers, as so presented, may occupy the 
time, not literally a half hour, but this half hour 
giving Him the place of offerer. In our case we 
pray in the name of the Lord Jesus, whom we know 
and in whom we stand and in whom we are accepted. 
Therefore the prayers that pertain to this company 
in ignorance of the death and resurrection of Christ, 
such as Matt. vi. 9-13., which is for the times of this 
chapter and chap. xiii., and subsequent ones, would 
not do for us, not being in the name of Christ. Here 
His perfume is added which corresponds in its way 
to praying in His name. No prayer in our day or 
theirs ascends to God apart from Him, but while we 
know our place and how to pray in it by the Holy 
Spirit, they stretch poor lame hands of supplication 
to the God of Israel, and cry out for vengeance on 
their enemies according to many Psalms, and the 
incense of His death and resurrection which they 
know not, goes up with their appeal for help. The 
‘Father forgive them; they know not what they 
do,” was uttered in their behalf, and this ‘‘ much in- 
cense ” has that meaning, making their prayers effec- 
tive. The smoke of the incense, with the prayers of 
the saints, ascended up before God out of the Angel’s 
hand. Here the word messenger or representative 
(which is the true meaning of angellos) is best. 

Ver. 5. In answer to these prayers their represent- 
ative, Christ, took, as He says to us, ‘‘Whatsoever ye 
ask in My name J will doit,” “‘ the censer and filled it 
with fire at the altar and cast it into the earth.” The 
greatest enemies the remnant of the Jews will have 
then on the earth, will be not the Gentiles as such, 
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but thoge who have professed to be Géd’s own 
people; first, apostate and apostatizing Christendom, 
and afterwards their own people of the Jews, both 
of which are to be led by the great enemies, the beast 
and the false prophet, the political and religious 
leaders, against all that God regards on the earth, 
and who will make the last assault upon Christ 
and the armies from heaven with Him (ch. xix.), 
and be overthrown and destroyed prior to the mil- 
lennium. 

It is to gather these to these leaders by hardening 
them, that these judgments take place. They would 
not have Christ when He was offered, and so they 
must, by the deepening of the apostasy, the destruc- 
tion of all truth which they seemed to have, but 
which was mere profession, be judged thus. 

We well understand that some little time will be 
needed to erase all traditional doctrines, hymns, 
prayers so called, readings and the seripture 
thoughts and phrases, that these shall, from having 
had no power over conscience and heart, cease to 
stand for anything intelligible. It must be a strong 
delusion, really a working of error (2 Thess. ii), 
which shall be sent and which works its way quickly, 
the Holy Spirit and God’s heavenly ones being ab- 
sent, but gradually. And this appears to be the pro- 
cess of the trumpets, a public, open, general lapsing 
into untruth. The “thunderings and lightnings and 
voices and earthquakes ” tell us that these things are 
objects of terror, for everything is looked at on God’s 
side and estimate, however men may think at the 
very time that all is making for good. It is not said 
that they hear these voices or noises, but we do. 

And the seven representatives (of God), those hav- 
ing the seven trumpets, prepared them that they 
might sound. It might be asked why these are used 
who are to minister especially to Israel and the Jews, 
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Because, first, all is for the preservation and vindi- 
cation of the Jewish remnant; God has no others on 
earth ; and secondly, because Christendom have be- 
come earth dwellers, calling themselves Jews when 
they are not, and they must be treated accordingly. 
Ver. 7. ‘‘ And the first sounded; and there came 
forth hail and fire mingled with blood, and they 
were cast to the earth; and the third part of the 
earth was burned up, and the third of the trees was 
burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.” 
This, like all firsts of a series is general, embracing 
the whole matter, those following being detail. It 
was so in ‘‘ Ephesus,” in chapter ii. and in the ‘“White 
Horse,” of chapter vi., which brought along the anti- 
christ, yet developing. It is so in the parable of the 
sower in Matt. xiii. In fact it seems to be the rule. 
The extent of the judgment is therefore given, 
*‘the third part of the earth.” Now, as two is the 
number for the Son of God, threeis God’s own num- 
ber, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; and a 
third part would seem to indicate the same, being one 
of three parts. The assembly is definitely the as- 
sembly of God, and is the expression of the counsels 
of God, the workmanship of God, the house of God, 
to show to the ages the glory of God, the exceeding 
riches of His grace. The epistle to the Ephesians, 
which tells us of this, is full of God, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now the whole 
professing thing here on earth had the responsibility 
of all this to maintain its place as the house of God, 
and though thosethat were Christ’s have gone, the 
portion left is to be dealt with on the ground where 
God placed them. ‘‘ Thethird part” therefore, would 
bring into view Christendom, tbe portion of the earth 
embraced under the profession of Christianity. 
Those saved were judged at the cross; those unsaved, 
the living here, must be demonstrated as what they 
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are, who “‘ received not the truth but held pleasure 
in unrighteousness” (2 Thess. ii. 12). ‘‘The earth” 
gives the general character of the company, earthly 
in all their thoughts and ways. The burring is the 
searing, ‘‘burned up,” entirely calloused. The 
“trees” would be the leaders (Dan. iv. 14. 20-22; 
Ezek. xxxi. 3). The “ green grass,” man, ‘‘All flesh 
is grass and the glory of man as the flower of the 
grass” (Isa. xi. 4; 1 Pet. i. 24). That in which man 
has gioried most is that he has an intellectual ability, 
reason, mind, understanding ; but with it all he will 
soon be ready to yield to the most abject idolatry, 
in common with the lowest of the race in intellect; 
then the green grass and the flower of it will wither, 
will become as ashes. 

Ver. 8. ‘‘The second trumpet sounded, and as it 
were a great mountain burning with fire was cast 
into the sea; and a third part of the sea became 
blood.” 

The mountain (Jer. li. 25) is a great government; 
there Babylon, here some great one occupying that 
and other parts of the earth, as Rome followed Baby- 
lon. It is here under judgment, the fire burning, 
and as such calculated to damage greatly. The sea, 
according to chapter xvii. 15. the waters are peoples, 
and multitudes, and nations and tongues, “and (Isa. 
Ivii. 20.) the wicked are like the troubled sea which 
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt,” 
represents the surging, troubled multitude, the dis- 
turbed masses of men. A great government is cast 
down among the people, becoming wildly democratic, 
as everything tends to looseness politically, and the 
unstable character of all man boasts govermentally. 
The condition of Christendom without Christ and 
the Holy Spirit who represents Him, is looked at 
politically as well as religiously, for since the fourth 
century, Pergamos, politics and Christianity, have 
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been allied. As here the breaking up of the govern- 
ment is getting all ready to apply to the king, the 
beast of chap. xiii.; and this is the nature of this 
judgment. A third of all in the sea became dead. 
It is spiritual death ; dead to God; separated utterly 
from Him. It would seem to be the Roman earth, 
though all peoples will feel it, especially if its old 
government should topple to its fall that had been 
linked with a State Church, how ‘‘ death” would 
best describe the result and make ready for the de- 
velopments of the next trumpet. 

Ver. 10. At the sounding of the third trumpet a 
great star fell from heaven, a burning one, apparent- 
ly under judgment, as was the mountain. This, as 
we have seen in the sixth seal, represents some noted 
leader of religion, one who had been prominent 
among professing Christians, unsaved and left, and 
finding the political thing in revolution, gives up at 
last the professing of that which he really never 
knew, and is revealed as the infidel he was in heart 
and mind. 

As would be natural, his fall would be first upon 
the smaller assemblages of people ; the sources, like 
families and communities, ‘‘rivers and fountains of 
waters.” Their creeds were but intellectual state- 
ments, signed with many an internal remonstrance, 
without. power over conscience or life; nothing 
more than external religiousness, depending for 
advancement on the government, and upheld and 
shielded by it ; which is the boast of those anomalous 
and unheavenly things, State churches. The props 
gone, the man yields, for he had no God, no Christ, 
no life, no hope, otherwise. 

Under the sixth seal there many such, but this one, 
greater than all, and associated with the ‘‘ mountain ” 
just cast into the sea, held on longer. The despera- 
tion accompanying the abandonment of all he trusted 
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in brings out his true condition. He had been harm- 
ful, for he is a burning star, as a lamp, flickering 
and fitful, and judged in itall. ‘‘Howean an evil 
tree bring forth good fruit ? An evil man out of the 
evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth evil.” We 
see how the way is preparing for the apostle and 
high priest of untruth, the antichrist; how the 
working of error increases and spreads ; first, gov- 
ernment, then religious leader, proving disastrous ; 
no truth of the church of God, and no member of it 
left, and the newly formed and ceremonial thing 
working itself out to its legitimate end. The name 
of the star was Wormwood, and the third part of the 
waters became wormwood. They became just what 
he was, life, heart, spirit embittered, the “ root of 
bitterness” sprung up, by which many became de- 
filed. Everything of experimental sorrow in soul 
is expressed by bitterness. Thus the evil grows ; 
the mystery of iniquity unchecked by the Lord tak- 
ing away His own, is working rapidly, no Holy Spirit 
to hinder. 

But all this may not be felt, as there has been the 
searing, the burning of every green thing. Men 
may be thinking they are at last free from all re- 
straint, and reason comes to the fore, and liberty and 
fraternity after man’s desire are enjoyed. All is 
looked at from heaven’s side though it happens on 
earth. ‘Ye shall weep and lament, but the world 
shall rejoice,” Christ told His disciples ; so we would 
know these things as intensely painful ; conscience 
would be horrified at the apparent prosperity of free 
thinking, and the progress of every evil device of 
man’s heart ; but they would delight in it. 

‘Ver. 12. At the sounding of the fourth trumpet 
the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third 
part of the moon, and the third part of the stars, and 
the third part of them was darkened ; and the day 
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shone not for a third part of it, and the night in like 
manner. The third part is Christendom, God’s 
house that ought to have been, now forsaken. But it 
is responsible for all departure from where. He 
placed it and for His endowment of it. It should 
have been fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and 
terrible as an army with banners, so that (Acts v. 13), 
**no one durst join himself to them,” should have re- 
mained true. But the sun and moon and stars are 
-alldarkened. God, and Christ, and the Church, and 
the gifts to the Church having been all travestied 
and denied, and, in a poor earthly way, imitated ; 
for which God never made allowance, He asking for 
the reality in all times. The Christ, the assembly— 
the names of these and all the multiplying ecclesias- 
tical forms and terms are darkness with no light. 
Their bible is without meaning, their services are 
powerless and only stupifying. 

Ver. 13. But still worse are to come. An eagle 
(not angel) is beheld flying through the midst of 
heaven, saying with a loud voice, ‘‘ Woe! woe! woe! 
to the earth dwellers, because of the remaining 
voices of the three trumpets which are yet to come.” 
The eagle in the air we have seen to represent Christ 
in His character as the Son of God, a title reasserted 
after being lost in Thyatira, for they had put the 
assembly, or rather Christendom, in His place. 
There, while judging, He gave His name in grace to 
recover those who would overcome. Here it is only 
judgment deepening into the most awful results, 
and He calls our attention to it by the thrice repeated 
“Woe!” 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Ver. 1. At the sounding of the fifth trumpet a 
star that had fallen out of heaven to the earth is 
seen. It may be the one of the third trumpet or it 
was one kindred to him. Having openly avowed his 
infidelity, forsaken even the semblance of Christi- 
anity, he opened the pit and behold, evil spirits like a 
swarm of locusts ! 

It is not in heavenly places where Satan is. It is 
not the lake of fire whither Satan is to be cast after 
the millennium as the final judgment of God upon 
him. It is called the pit of the abyss, and the word 

is used in Rom. x, 7, called the deep, to express the 
place whither Christ went after death. It seems, 
therefore, to express the lower parts of the earth, 
but bottomless—a place where the spirits of the 
wicked dead are staying. 

First, there was smoke arose, which tells of what 
blinds and confuses, telling of smothered fire, the 
judgment even yet reserved. It would show already 
the evil spirits that ascend from the abyss, blinding 
the eyes and darkening these with reference to God 
and Christ more and more, the sun and the air being 
darkened. 

The locusts coming out of the smoke are, as in 
Joel i. ii. the devouring judgments of God, but here 
not destroying as there their natural food, every green 
thing, trees and grass, but men, and stinging them 
and tormenting them as a scorpion striketh a man. 
Now, this is all looked at from God’s side. As sin 
laid to Christ’s charge made Him cry out, ‘‘ My God, 
my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” and speak 
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most sadly of the pangs of hell taking hold upon Him, 
so will these things which deepen apostasy and in- 
fidelity be as torments to the saved, even though ta 
these who have them they may not seem so, for 
they shall be hardened and past feeling (Eph. iv. 18). 
Such as they would be to Christ and to us they may 
not be to them, for they that have not the seal of 
God on their foreheads are the irrevocably lost, whose 
consciences, whether now alive or not, shall awaken 
when the lake of fire receives them. 

They were not to kill men, but torment them five 
months, a time symbolic of responsibility and of 
grace, discarded probably; and their torment was as 
the torment of a scorpion. In Deut. viii. 15. scorpions 
are classed with the fiery serpents of the wilderness, 
and drouth, both bringing death, which would here 
be spiritual, for (ver. 6.) in those days men would 
seek death and not find it. 

Vers. 7-10. Then there is given a description of 
these locusts, in which it will be noticed that every 
element is of likeness to some object, a conglomerate 
of imitations, as everything shall be falsehood then, 
the truth having been rejected. It is “ the deceivable- 
ness of unrighteousness in them that perish because 
they received not the love of the truth that they 
might be saved. And for this cause God shall send 
them a strong delusion (a working of error) that they 
should believe the lie, that they all might be judged 
who believed not the truth but had pleasure in un- 
righteousness (2 Thes. ii. 10-12) ;” these two chapters 
of the trumpets, setting forth graphically and sym- 
bolically this stage in connection with the professing 
assembly that is left here, the unsaved. In v. 7. the 
locusts were like horses prepared unto battle, on 
their heads crowns like gold, and their faces like 
those of men ; ver. 8., their hair like that of women, 
their teeth like those of lions ; ver. 9., breastplates like 
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iron, the sound of their wings like that of chariots of 
many horses running to battle; ver. 10., tails like scor- 
pions, with stings in their tails (Isa. ix. 15., the prophet 
that speaks lies is the tail), meaning utter falsehood. 
The horse-like appearance would show the active 
energy of battle against the truth and against Christ, 
the crown the rewards given them, the glorying in 
this falsehood of those who never crowned Christ, 
though they may have sung with others, ‘Crown 
Him Lord of all!” Their faces like men, would sug- 
gest intelligence and humanity and mercy ; as, surely 
as the movements of that day will assume the hu- 
manitarian methods. Their hair, as of women, gives 
the idea of glory. Mary, asa picture of God’s own 
people, used her hair to wipe the feet of Christ, lay- 
ing her glory there, a true type of the assembly of 
God ; here it is borne for themselves. Their teeth as 
those of lions for tearing and threatening ; looking to 
the persecutions of the Jewish saints. Their breast- 
plates like iron, giving the fact of insensibility of con- 
science and heart. The sound of their wings like many 
chariots ranning to battle, the challenge, and noise, 
and eagerness of untruth when unrestrained by the 
departure of the Holy Spirit and the children of God 
at the rapture. The tails and the stinging have al- 
ready been characterized as falsehood. But it is all 
thus, for the great offensive weapon is the tail; they 
strike with their tail. Thus the whole judgment is 
described in the rapid spread of falsehood for truth. 

Their leader belonged to the pit, one thereby be- 
yond redemption, for there is no repentance in there, 
and his name, given in Hebrew and Greek, means 
<< destroyer.” 

This is the end to which all the building up of man 
is fast tending. It is iniquity, and in its hidden, 
mysterious form is already working so that as soon 
as the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of the truth, is 

102 


removed, all this will break out in full force. It be- 
gan with the white horse of chap. vi., which gives 
the general thought and prophecy; these things 
bring details. The action of lost spirits makes this a 
severer woe than the former four. 

Ver. 12. But there are yet two more woes grow- 
ing in their character of evil, and the action under 
the sixth trumpet brings the political movements 
parallel with, and afiecting the religious conditions. 

Vers. 13,14. ‘‘ Thesixth angel sounded, and I heard 
a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which 
is before God, saying, loose the four messengers 
which are bound in the great river Euphrates.” 
Ver. 15. “And the four messengers were loosed 
which were prepared for the hour and the day and 
the month and the year, to slay the third part of 
men.” 

Here it is marked as retribution coming by the 
command of the voice from the golden altar, where 
the incense of the acceptableness of Christ has con- 
tinually arisen before God. The river Euphrates 
marking the boundary of the land of Israel, tells 
also of the land of Babylon, which tells of the op- 
posing powers, the four great universal monarchies 
of Dan. ii. vii. Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and 
Rome. Symbolically they could not be mentioned, 
but rather as four messengers of God, for so they 
were in relation to the Jews; and so Rome, which 
has all the characteristics of the former three added 
to its own, as will be seen in the beast of chap. xiii., 
will have. Thus the four now to be loosed are pre- 
paring for the dread appearance of the Roman impe- 
rial power revived, to be aided for the time by the 
false prophet, the antichrist, the two acting in con- 
junction against Christ, who is to be Head of the 
government as wellas of the assembly. There is a 
specific time marked out here, for he cannot arise 
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until God’s own will brings him forth; the day, the 
hour, the month and the year telling of this. 

Ver. 16. The number of them, too, has signifi- 
cance, two hundred millions showing that two hun- 
dred multiplied a million fold is still dominated by 
the two hundred which tells of insufficiency (John 
vi. 7. insufficiency of bread ; Josh. vii. 21. insuffi- 
ciency of the shekels, etc.) They are to be destroyed, 
formidable as they are, inthe end. Or it may stand 
for opposition (two) in its intensest human form, for 
they are to destroy one-third part of men—Christen- 
dom—the scene of God’s counsels and love, now be- 
ing hardened in apostasy against government, as be- 
fore in regard to spiritual matters. ‘I heard the 
number of them.” This has emphasis, and must in 
some way relate to the blessing of those that hear 
and keep the things that are written. This is one of 
the significant things, ‘‘the number of them.” It is 
the full power of opposition to be brought forth, but 
in the end destroyed by the brightness of the Lord’s 
presence. How inevitable everything is! 

Ver. 17. On the horses are horsemen. It is not 
simply the malignity and blinding of the evil ones 
blotting out truth, but here there are purpose and in- 
telligence guiding. There is an intensity in this 
charge against the Lord when the hour shall come. 
The horsemen had breastplates of fire and jacinth 
and brimstone. The jewel on the breastplate of the 
high priest that stood for Dan was jacinth. It isa 
deep purplish blue, a royal color, but fire and brim- 
stone accompanied this which show the intense char- 
acter of judgment in their conscience and heart as 
though determined, like Saul of Tarsus, exceedingly 
mad. 

The heads of the horses were like those of lions— 
imitation again, but imitating that which is kingly— 
and out of their mouths issued fire and brimstone, 
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If God’s ways shall be marked by these in the fierce- 
ness of judgment, here shall be an imitation to up- 
hold evil. Satan himself shall make fire come down 
from heaven, as do Moses and Elijah upon the altar 
of God. By these was the third part of men killed. 
So the political will contribute to the religious, to 
mislead utterly and destroy all hope for man. “ Of 
how much sorer punishment shall they be counted 
worthy who have trodden under foot the Son of God 
and counted the blood of the covenant wherewith He 
was set apart an unholy thing ?” 

For their power is in their mouth and in their tails. 
Their tails are lies; their mouths all opposition to 
Christ, cursing and bitterness destroying all good as 
fire and brimstone destroy. Their tails are like unto 
serpents (deceivers), having heads (intelligence), and 
with them they are doing injury. It is purposed 
lying and deception, deepening. 

“‘ And the rest of the men who were not slain by 
these plagues repented not of the works of their 
hands, that they should not worship the demons and 
the idols of gold and silver, and of brass and stone 
and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor 
walk ; and they repented not of their murders nor 
their sorceries, nor of their fornications, nor of 
their thefts.” In short, they went on deceiving and 
being deceived. While these actions may be literal 
as going on in murder and theft and other crimes, 
doubtless they have a symbolic meaning, too, refer- 
ring to the destructive and deadening character of 
all they did, to the spiritual intelligence. Man is 
fast ripening for the judgment of Christ when He 
shall be manifested. 
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CHAPTER X. 


As between the opening of the sixth and seventh 
seals, there was a pause while grace asserted itself 
in the midst of wrath and the execution of judgment, 
as shown in chap. vii., in this section there is a 
pause in the recital, though not in the action, of the 
judgments, while we who are giving an ear to these 
revelations of God are made to know that in view of 
what is to come, even more severe than all that has 
gone before, the same gracious One remembers and 
keeps His own amidst all that shall come; and, in- 
deed, it is for their sakes that He shows wrath upon 
their adversaries. 

Ver. 1. ‘‘And I saw another, a mighty messenger.” 
This is the one of chap. vii. and of chap. viii. who held 
back the four from letting out the winds in the 
former, and stood for the altar in the latter. It is 
Christ Himself, having through all the early his- 
tory of Israel appeared for them, the Presence that 
led through the wilderness, and that stood for them 
on all occasions of need. Here He is seen descend- 
ing out of heaven, arrayed with a cloud, the token of 
God’s presence though hidden, as in Israel; and a 
rainbow over His head, for He remembers His peo- 
ple and God’s covenant with the earth. His face 
was as the sun, as we have seen before the sun sym- 
bolizing Christ. It is the brightness that gives life, 
light and guidance and all blessing; His face with no 
cloud, for He is arising for the help of the remnant 
of the Jews, the earthly people. His feet like pillars 
of fire, as we saw Him in relation to the lamp-stands, 
chap. i., expressing His standing and working in 
judgment. 


106 


“He hadin His hand a small roll (a little book) 
opened.” It is not like the scroll of chap. v., which 
was sealed, and with the action of which we are yet 
engaged, being in the seventh seal. It is within the 
action of the former scroll (book). It may mean, 
from the context, the things that are written concern- 
ing this remnant in the various prophets of Israel 
and Judah. Its brevity would indicate that it is 
special, not taking in all the scope of the larger one 
with the seals which has to do with all God’s move- 
ments in respect to Christ on the earth ; for part of 
that has already been accomplished. It may tell us 
that all that is to come will have to do with this little 
remnant. Its being open would indicate that we may 
have the prophecies opened in a more literal and less 
symbolic way, though the scroll itself is a symbol. 

“‘ And He set His right foot on the sea and His left 
foot on the land and cried out with a loud voice as 
when a lion roars.” It is the Lord in his kingly voice 
above all voices, the voice that is upon the waters 
(Ps. xxix. 3-8). Itis with authority and power, set- 
tling all things. 

In response to this voice the seven thunders spoke 
with their voices, as though a remonstrance or a de- 
fiance ; as John was told not to write what they said 
when he was about to do it. 

And now, thus standing, grasping all the compass 
of the world and its people, and standing for His 
people, striding all that had made and marred history 
with the right of Deut. xxxii. 8. 9., “‘when the Most 
High (Elyon, the name of God as above all, the 
name of Him whose priest Melchizedek was,) divided 
to the nations their inheritance, when He separated 
the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the people 
according to the number of the children of Israel, for 
Jehovah’s portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of 
His inheritance.” Shall He not plant His feet thus, 
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being the One through whom God will reassert and 
restore allthis? He raised His right Hand and swore 
by Him that lives through the ages, who created the 
heaven and the things therein, and the earth and the 
things therein, and the sea and the things therein, 
that there shall be no more delay, but in the days of 
the voice of the seventh messenger when he shall 
begin to sound, the secret of God should be finished, 
as He hath declared to His servants the prophets. 

To the people of God at that time, as to any rem- 
nant throughout Israel’s history, when they are cast 
out and dethroned from their place, it would be hard 
to discern the secret of the matter with God. Rom. 
xi. 33-36., clears up this in its final word. ‘‘ For of 
Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things ; 
to whom the glory through the ages, Amen.” 

There are other secrets to be cleared up. There is 
one in which we are associated, that which was 
hidden from the ages and generations, and made 
known now to His heavenly saints. There is one 
concerning the workings of iniquity to be headed up 
in antichrist. (2 Thess. ii). Ours is clear to us, 
the others shall be cleared up in due time. The pro- 
phets, according to 1 Pet. i. ii., searched what and 
what manner of times the Spirit of Christ which 
was in them did signify when He testified before- 
hand the sufferings of Christ and the glories which 
should follow, unto whom it was revealed that not 
unto themselves but unto us they ministered the 
things that are now reported unto us. 

A voice speaks to John, the one which spoke (ver. 
4), to him before, saying, Go and take the little scroll 
out of the hand of Him that held it opened, the One 
who had stood upon the land and the sea; and he 
went and asked for it to receive the answer : Take it 
and eat it up, and it shall make bitter thy belly, but 
in thy mouth it shall be sweet as honey. Honey is 
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native sweetness, and the contents might be sweet 
in the thought of the avenging of God’s elect at the 
first, but ruminating and digesting all, and follow- 
ing them, the awful retribution of God on the enemy, 
and especially the great tribulation for the people of 
God themselves, it would be bitter indeed, for their 
tribulation shall be such as never was upon them or 
any people, and never shall be again. 

And John must go through all these things in the 
recital of them. ‘‘ Thou must prophesy again before 
many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.” 
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CHAPTER XI. 


‘* And there was given me a reed like unto a rod, 
saying: Rise and measure the temple of God, and 
the altar, and those worshipping therein.” It is 
marking off those to be hidden in His pavilion, for 
there will be a number of the Jews who shall believe 
the testimony in regard to the coming of Messiah, 
and be ready to receive Him when He shall appear. 
They shall be as priests and Levites unto God. And 
here provision is made for them ; God never forgets ; 
He stands by His word. It is the restoration of wor- 
ship, too. 

Ver. 2. ‘‘ But the court which is without the tem- 
ple leave out and measure it not, for it is given to 
the Gentiles ; and the holy city shall they tread un- 
der foot forty and two months.” All this is simple 
and clear, according to the opened book. This is 
looking forward to the latter half of the seventieth 
period of Daniel ix. 27., called ‘‘ weeks” in the old 
version, really simple periods of seven years. The 
last of these being seven years is the time elapsing 
since the beginning of the opening of the seals. (Chap. 
vi.) Here, then, we arrive at the middle of this last 
seven years, looked at proleptically. As before they 
call He will answer them, so before these terrific 
things come to pass, He who is the Hope of Israel 
and the Avenger of His people thinks of them and 
marks off that which foretells their security. 

The head of the Gentile authority, the Roman 
emperor that shall be, with his cohorts and armies, 
are here seen. 

Meanwhile Christ will have His two witnesses as 
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God had Moses, the one whom He used to establish 
Israel, and Elijah by whom He restored them when 
they had sunk into idolatry under Ahab. So these 
shall be raised up in due time, a double testimony, 
as John the Baptist came in the spirit and power of 
Elijah, associated with Jesus Himself, for a time, to 
testify to Israel and to restore, if they would but ac- 
cept their testimony. Out of the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every word should be established. 
This testimony is spoken of as lasting twelve hun- 
dred and sixty days, the same period as the forty-two 
months, but the longer expression is given to show 
the nature and persistency of the testimony, meas- 
ured by the day, instead of the mere historic forty 
and two months. 

These are the two olive trees and two lamp-stands 
of Zech. iv. 3. 11. 14., which represent anointed ones, 
the application of power and of the Spirit for Israel 
according to their need ; and the power is pledged 
not to be withdrawn until the needed grace be ac- 
complished and the work begun be completed. 

These witnesses are especially shielded, for when 
God arises to help none can hinder with safety ; fire 
proceeds from their mouths and devours the adver- 
saries. ‘‘ Let God arise; let His enemies be scat- 
tered.” If any choose to injure them, he must thus 
be slain. Their actions would indicate Elijah as one, 
or one like Elijah (God is Jah), a term suggesting 
God as Redeemer, and his work is to shut up the 
heaven that no rain come during the time of their 
testimony ; and one is like Moses in bringing plagues 
as he did upon Pharaoh, turning water into blood. 
It is remarkable that Moses and Elijah are repre- 
sented with Christ on the mount of transfiguration, 
the one on His right hand and the other on His left, 
as these two olive trees are to the lamp-stand ; this 
transfiguration scene being the manifestation of the 
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majesty, the power and Kingdom of Christ, accord- 
ing to 2 Pet. i. 16-21., and confirming the prophecies 
(ver. 19) concerning that event. Itis certain that 
no word nor purpose of God shall fail, and that all 
that the law and the prophets (Moses and Elijah) 
gave shall be carried through, and he that opposes 
shall have Jehovah Himself to reckon with. During 
all this period, then, the full measure of Jehovah’s 
testimony concerning Israel shall be given as at the 
beginning, for He makes nothing without purpose. 

And when the time allotted is past the wild beast 
that shall come out of the abyss (Rev. xiii.) shall 
make war, and shall conquer and slay them. For a 
time this fierce political power, this universal mon- 
arch of the Roman world, shall seem to triumph and 
put down all testimony for God, as did Satan when 
Christ was put to death; though that death was his 
entire defeat. So here, though these be slain and 
their bodies lie three days and a half unburied to give 
the enemy full time to rejoice in the very city where 
the Lord was crucified, now with the character of 
Sodom, which enticed and corrupted one of God’s 
weak servants ; and Egypt, which held in bondage 
for so long His anointed people ; and great expres- 
sions of joy shall be given by congratulations and 
sending gifts, by all the nations ; a spirit of life from 
God shall animate them and the joy shall change to 
fear. But these, summoned by a voice, go up into 
heaven in the cloud, the one of chapter x. 1., in which 
Christ descended. The mind reverts to the cloud 
upon the mount of transfiguration which covered 
Christ and Moses and Elijah. 

This is followed by an earthquake, an upheaval 
politically, much of it brought out in Daniel xi., and 
the deaths of a seven thousand corresponding in an 
antithetical way to the seven thousand of Elijah’s 
day who had not bowed the knee to Baal. The rest 
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fear and give glory to the God of heaven, which is 
rebellion, for He is acting on earth then very de- 
finitely. This ends the second woe and the third 
comes with speed. 

Vers. 15-18. This little portion gives the trend of 
what has been done thus far and the predicted results 
as though already accomplished. In the face of God 
all things of the future are present. The seventh 
messenger sounds, and loud voices are heard in hea- 
ven saying ‘‘The world-kingdom is come of our 
Lord (Jehovah), and of His Christ (the anointed), 
and Heshall reign to the ages of ages.” In the sound- 
ing of this trumpet, in which time will be found the 
action of the seven bowls (vials), this will be accom- 
plished according to the word of Christ in chapter 
x. 7. and so in heaven all is seen as done and the 
triumph is foretold. It is another pause after the 
action of six, and waiting for the unfolding of the 
seventh trumpet, as in chapter vii. How, even at 
last, judgment lingers, and the interest of heaven 
and earth shall be told amidst cries of exultation. 
It is a victory of victories; no common putting down 
of an enemy and a savage, selfish, malicious pzean 
of conquest, but the bringing forth of all that Moses 
and prophets and Psalms had presaged and rejoiced 
over, the nation scattered and peeled, a people ter- 
rible from their beginning hitherto, a nation meted 
out and trodden under foot, whose land the rivers 
have spoiled, a present unto Jehovah of hosts, to the 
place of the name of Jehovah of hosts, the Mount 
Zion (Isa. xviii. 7). The word of our God shall stand 
forever. 

The twenty-four elders having told and foretold 
all things up to this time and reaching to the millen- 
nial days (chapter vii), now leaving their thrones 
prostrate themselves before God and worship, telling 
out to the end all things that are to come as though 
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they were done. They give thanks to Him in the 
titles He has worn in connection with the earth; 
Jehovah, the name given to Moses for Israel (Ex. vi); 
Almighty God, the name given to Abraham (Gen. 
xvii. 1); “who is and was,” not naming ‘‘ who is to 
be,” for the future is all before them and is seen in 
His presence, because: 1. He has taken His great 
power and become King; 2. And the nations were 
angered, and His anger came, this to the end of the 
thousand years of the kingdom; 3. The season for 
the dead to be judged; at the end of the thousand 
years, (chapter xx) ; and to give reward to His serv- 
ants the prophets and to the saints and to those 
fearing His name, small and great; and to despoil 
those who despoil theearth. These last are general. 
But how true this company, the heavenly saints, the 
assembly of God have been to their character of in- 
telligence from the first view of them in chapter iv. 

The last verse belongs to the subject of the next 
chapter. ‘‘ The temple of God in heaven was opened 
and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple; 
and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunders, 
and an earthquake, and great hail.” Heaven and 
earth announce their interest and part in this, which 
takes us back to the original thoughts of God in the 
secret of His own presence. His way is in the sanc- 
tuary and in the sea (Ps. lxxvii). We must first see 
Him in the former and then be able to follow Him 
in the latter, the nations. Here the breaking up of 
the peoples, the earthquake, responds to the voices on 
high in His presence, and the expression of wrath 
(hail) to the lightnings and thunders in heaven. 
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CHAPTER XIL 


Ver.1. “Anda great sign appeared in heaven.” 
This is taking up God’s own thoughts in and for 
Himself, and hence called “great.” Its symbolic 
character is told by its being “‘a sign.” It is there- 
fore unfolding the purpose of God as it is in heaven, 
back of all things that appear. ‘The kingdom of 
heaven” gives us this thought. God’s purpose for 
the earth ; and in the book which speaks of Jesus 
Christ with reference to the earthly kingdom, that 
is the gospel of Matthew, the term “kingdom of 
heaven” is exclusively used. Now, getting the 
thoughts of God in the sanctuary will help us to 
understand their movements on the earth among the 
people of His choice for the earth. Having chosen 
Israel and pledged His word to make them the ruling 
nation on the earth, He lifts the veil here, that we 
may see He has them in His thoughts to act as in the 
beginning, so that all shall be acknowledged to be of 
Him. 

The two people that He has formed, the earthly 
and the heavenly, Israel and the Assembly, are for 
His own display, the one that His name may be 
known in all the earth, His saving help among all 
nations; the other, that in the ages to come He might 
show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kind- 
ness towards us, through Christ Jesus. And so, in 
this great sign we have a glance at both in connec- 
tion with the only One of heaven and earth in whom 
all things are and are named. . 

The ‘‘sign” is “‘a woman clothed with the sun and 
the meron under her feet, and upon her head a crown 
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of stars.” Now, whom does this woman symbolize ? 
We must find how she is related to Jesus Christ, of 
whom the whole book is the revelation. She is His 
mother; for He is the One who is to rule the nations 
with a rod of iron (Ps. ii. 9). Then she must be Is- 
rael, as it is evident our Lord sprang from Israel. 
The sun and moon are seen in Deut. xxxiii. 14. in the 
blessing on Joseph a clear type of Christ and of 
Israel blessed under Him, and in Jer. xxxi. 35. 36. 
“Thus saith Jehovah, who giveth the sun for a light 
by day and the ordinances of the moon and of the 
stars fora light by night. If these ordinances depart 
from before me, saith Jehovah, then the seed of Israel 
shall cease from being a nation before me forever.” 
The sun and moon and stars surrounding the woman, 
like the rainbow around the head of Christ (chap. x. 
1), is a perpetual memorial of God’s purpose to Israel, 
and it is to none other than Israel. 

The dragon ready to destroy the child as soon as 
born gives us Satan in his efforts against God and 
His Anointed. His tail, which is, of course, as we 
have seen, his lies, drew the third part of the stars 
of heaven and cast them to the earth. He by his 
falsehoods deceived the professing church, whose 
place dispensationally is in heaven, the stars being 
individual gifts or teachers whose apostasy is here 
explained. The dragon’s tail drew them, though we 
have already seen them falling and fallen (chaps. 
vi. viii. ix). Seven crowns upon his seven heads in- 
dicate his authority as prince of this world, and the 
ten horns his power. 

As soon as the man child was born it was caught 
up to God and His throne. As the same thing be- 
longs to the Assembly of God, to rule with a rod of 
iron and to be on thrones, which we have already 
seen, doubtless the assembly is to be understood as 
caught up with the man child. It is Christ and His 
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body on high, seen thus in a flash, a moment, be- 
cause this is not the subject of the revelation here, 
only it is understood. 

The woman, standing doubtless for the faithful of 
Israel, as Satan could have nothing against apostate 
Israel, fled into the wilderness. It is the place of 
safety, as it was with and for Israel of old, when Pha- 
raoh would pursue them. She is there during the three 
years and a half—numbered by days here, as love 
lingers over each day, ‘‘ twelve hundred and sixty.” 

And now we turn to heaven to learn of how Satan 
is dislodged from the place he has so long occupied. 
During all the time of the assembly our contest is in 
the heavenlies against Satan and his hosts, princi- 
palities and powers, the rulers of the darkness of this 
age. Here it is represented in verses 7-9. Michael 
(who is God), meaning Christ, and His attendants or 
representatives fought against the dragon and his 
messengers. ‘‘The dragon” is the name given to 
Satan as the devourer and fighter. Thus Christ is 
seen first as leading the conflict in behalf of the 
assembly and ready to come as Deliverer of Israel. 
Ps. cx. tells it all from the hour of His resurrection 
first seated on the right hand of majesty, as now, 
till the enemy are made the footstool of His feet and 
told that Jehovah shall send the rod of His strength 
out of Zion when He shall rule in the midst of His 
enemies and His people shall be willing in the day 
of His power. In the beauty of holiness which He 
has shown in His work, He is hailed. ‘‘ From the 
womb of the morning (resurrection) Thou hast the 
bloom of Thy youth,” and then first of all made a 
priest by oath after the order of Melchizidek, which 
is His present attitude. Then shall come the deliv- 
erance of His earthly people. ‘‘ Jehovah at Thy 
right hand shall strike through kings in the day of 
His wrath. Heshall judge among the Gentiles, He 
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shall wound the heads over many countries.” Surely 
this delightful description belongs here as recounting 
the glory of the man child caught up. 

Ver.9. Cast down utterly from heaven, so that there 
shall no more be found place for him there, the great 
dragon has all his names exposed, that old serpent, the 
deceiver ; the devil, accuser; and Satan, adversary ; 
who deceives the whole world. He and his attendants 
representing him were cast out, and heaven rejoices, 
for ‘‘now is come salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ ; for 
the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which ac- 
cused them before our God day and night.” Thanks 
to God! there was an Advocate with the Father too. 

They overcame him by two weapons: 1. The blood, 
the assurance of salvation through the death of Christ, 
so that there was no condemnation and no separation 
from the love of God. 2%. The word of their testi- 
mony, which was that they were seated in the heay- 
enlies and belonged there, partakers of the heavenly 
calling. It was the sword of the Spirit, the word of 
God. And the practical things from the blood-shed- 
ding and the word that placed them in heaven’s way. 
3. They loved not their life unto death ; they knew 
themselves crucified with Christ. This is no new ac- 
tion, but a review of God’s counsels and the result in 
our case. It is to bring Satan down to the earth to 
account for the fearful iniquity to follow, when he, 
more contracted in his sphere, brings every malicious 
thing to bear upon those who will confess the name 
of Jesus, waiting for Him as King. 

Ver. 13. The heavens rejoice at his departure; but 
woe to the earth and the sea, fixed governments and 
unfixed, for the devil knowing of his short time to 
do evil, is exceedingly angry. At once he pursues 
the woman, persecuting her, This will be seen in 
the next chapter and following. 
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Ver. 14. ‘And to the woman were given two wings 
of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilder- 
ness to her place where she is nourished for a time, 
times, and half a time,” the three and a half years of 
the tribulation. The first record given by Jehovah of 
His leading Israel (Exod. xix. 4.) is that He bore them 
as on eagles’ wings and brought them to Himself; and 
again, in Deut. xxxii. 11. ‘‘as an eagle stirs up her 
nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her 
wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings, so 
Jehovah alone did lead them, and there was no 
strange god with him.” Thus we learn the charac- 
ter of the protection afforded the nation as of old, 
when Jehovah was very near. 

Ver. 15. ‘‘ And the serpent cast out of his mouth 
water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause 
her to be carried away with the flood.” It is the 
people in their ungoverned way used by the deceiver. 
But, ver. 16, ‘‘ The earth helped the woman.” These 
are swallowed by what is called ‘“‘earth,” so that they 
do no harm and the people of God escape. ‘‘ When 
the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of 
Jehovah shall lift up a standard against them ” (Isa. 
xlix. 19). The deceptions by the floods of peoples, 
and nations and languages, designed by Satan to de- 
stroy Israel by idolatry, made them to be taken by 
God and scattered so as to be lost to this day, while 
the nations embraced the idolatry, and we lose sight 
of Israel as a whole, God preserving and reserving 
them for Himself until the set time. 

Meanwhile the dragon is wroth with the woman, 
whom he cannot wrest from Jehovah’s hands, for 
they are “graven on the palms of his hands” (Isa. 
xlix. 16); but he goes to make war on the remnant, 
which keep the commandments of God and have the 


testimony of Jesus Christ. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


Ver. 1. ‘‘ And he stood upon the sand of the sea. 
And I saw a beast rising out of the sea having ten 
horns and seven heads, and upon its horns ten dia- 
dems and upon its heads names of blasphemy.” 

A little review from chap. vi. will show how every- 
thing has been preparing for this awful moment and 
movement, There we saw in the opening of the first 
six seals the introduction of falsehood in regard to 
leadership to the Jews instead of. the True One that 
was offered them, the Son of Man approved of God. 
There was one going on, conquering and to con- 
quer. There were dire judgments from God, giving 
uneasiness as to social and governmental and finan- 
cial methods, mingling with it the infliction of death 
upon many that thought of and suggested God in 
these things, all tending to the most fearful upheav- 
al of political powers and a total change in all the 
affairs of men, in the sixth seal. There was the dis- 
integration of ‘‘the powers,” so-called to-day, ac- 
companied by religious apostasy among many leaders 
of the people, the falling of stars and the obscuraticn 
of all that once stood for fundamental truth, the sun 
blackened and the moon blood, the heavens depart- 
ing as ascroll, and every mountain and island moved 
out of place ; all that was esteemed by man perma- 
nent and for blessing, from God’s side, seen to be 
chaotic and damaging, and even men, especially the 
official leaders, who, having been inducted into their 
places by oaths involving the name of God and ‘the 
year of our Lord,” had some thoughts of seriousness 
in time of disruption, and ascribed things to “the 
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wrath of the Lamb,” a misapplication of that title 
which only unbelief could make. 

Then, under six of the trumpets, we have seen the 
rapid evolution of a false Christianity into open in- 
fidelity by the working of falsehood throughout the 
whole, till all should be ready to believe the “lie” 
and receive the liar, the religious leader. 

Then, having the devil come down with great 
wrath, to stir up the enemy against any who 
are for God upon the earth, and to give his power 
and raise up those leaders, political and religious, 
inspired by him, to make his last attack upon “ the 
seed of the woman,” only to have all destroyed whom 
he has used, and himself cast into the abyss. This 
is what now is to be manifested. 

Here he stood on the sands of the sea, probably 
Israel’s land, as she was to bein number as the sands 
of the sea, and Israel is the object of his malign 
attacks at thistime. Then therearises from the sea, 
that is the people broken into a wild democracy by this 
time, as the feet and toes of the man of Dan. ii. of 
crumbling clay, indicate, and here the restless sea, 
casting up mire and dirt, indicates a beast, the great 
fourth beast of Dan. vii. having all the fierce and 
swift characteristics of the three preceding it, as 
the Roman imperial authority headed up in the fourth 
beast falls heir to all the others in breadth of land, 
and peoples and ferocity and cruelty. The seven 
heads and ten horns of the dragon are transferred to 
him, the full authority and intelligence and the ten- 
fold power; the submission of ten kings and king- 
doms to him. 

The one of his heads that had been wounded to 
death and healed is the imperial power; for of the 
many forms of government in Rome the imperial 
was the last ; and that shall be revived. 

And all the world wondered. When all this kind of 
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governmént had beén triumphed over and proudly 
trampled in the dust by the prevalence of a wild de- 
mocracy, the world would wonder at the assump-— 
tion, successfully, of the emperor’s crown. Besides, 
they went after him with delight. This shall be 
after man’s rejection of Him who would make them 
free indeed, and all their boast of liberty. 

Satan can never originate ; he can, at most, imi- 
tate. He gives power as an anti-climax of his work 
as prince of this world, to oppose in all its elements 
God’s King, who shall soon triumph. His throne 
was in the time of Pergamos in Rome. In Smyrna 
it had persecuted, in Pergamos it had courted and 
caressed, only to ruin and defile and get away from 
the Lord Jesus ; in Thyatira he headed the Assembly. 

‘‘And they worshipped the dragon.” At last he 
gets from man universally what he had sought for 
in all idolatry and the corruption of Israel’s worship 
and of the corrupt Christianity ; there hidden ; here 
openly. They worship him, a world thoroughly re- 
jecting Christ, who refused just this when tested by 
the devil. 

‘“Who gave power unto the beast.” Men ever 
love power; love to get it; love those who assume it; 
but power belongs unto God only (Ps. lxii.11). There 
is a longing and a prayer often among the children 
of God now, for power, not satisfied with weak- 
ness which calls out the power of God. Our place 
is to be weak. ‘Little strength,” not power, was 
commended in Philadelphia, the only assembly that 
was commended. . God hath chosen the weak things 
to confound the mighty. But.here we see the world 
all worshipping the devil, and the beast to whom He 
has given power. And how will it be exercised ? 
Against the people of God, and then it will gather 
all to fight against the Lord Jesus when He shall de- 
scend. Ah, the boast and the challenge! ‘Who is 
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able to make war with the beast? Who is like 
him ?” 

Ver. 5. ‘‘ And there was given him a mouth speak- 
ing great things and blasphemies ; and there was 
given to him authority to pursue his career forty and 
two months. And he opened his mouth for blasphem- 
ies against God, to blaspheme His name and His 
tabernacle,” that is, His dwelling and those who 
dwell in the heaven. Through all the centuries since 
the assembly of God was formed and during all 
its time on the earth, the political power represented 
by Rome (State) in its beginning has been the oppo- 
nent of God and His heavenly people, even though for 
the greater part of that time they have listened to 
the voice of the State and have been deceived by it 
and made politics their business; and now it is un- 
veiled and shown to be the deadly enemy of God and 
of His saints belonging to the heavens. There was 
nothing for God in the governments and there is 
nothing at the last. Its boasting its “‘ great things” 
that it speaks for itself, and we all know of these 
things, accompany its speaking against God, for 
speaking against is what blasphemy means; and even 
after the saints are caught up to heaven the blas- 
phemy continues. They have been hated all the 
time and they are still hated because they are the 
tabernacle of God. 

Is there no lesson for these saints, not yet caught 
up but waiting for the Lord, as to the relation of the 
world, its politics, and all its boast and effort, to us 
who are not of the world? From the beginning we 
have been told this, and at the end all is exposed. 
Shall we not be shamed out of all such affiliations if 
not drawn out of them by the grace of God and the 
knowledge of our standing ? This is what all comes 
to. Satan is now the prince of this world. He had 
nothing in Christ ; he ought to have nothing in us. 
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Why. when God is telling us of his persecutions of 
the earthly saints of that future time, the faithful 
Jews, should He add this clause about blaspheming 
those who shall have been so long surrounding the 
throne of God, His tabernacle there, but that we 
shall find this one of the things written that we are 
blessed in heeding ? 

Ver. 7. ‘‘And there was given him to make war 
with the earthly saints and to overcome them.” Who 
gave this power, this authority ? The dragon, Satan. 
This is the great tribulation, out of which God will 
bring a people for the earth. ‘‘ And there was given 
to Him authority over every tribe and people and 
tongue and nation.” Rome, in its so-called palmy 
days, was the world, and such it shall be, the uni- 
versal empire, though there were outlying peoples 
called pagans and these shall be again. But that 
which has had to do with God’s people of the earth 
or of heaven, must be revived in connection with 
the earthly people for a time, to come into judgment ; 
and for this purpose it must be found in high handed 
opposition to God and to His people. 

And all the earth dwellers, that is those who re- 
fused, though professing, to be God’s people, shall 
worship the beast, all whose names are not written 
from the foundation of the world in the book of life 
of the Lamb slain. 

Then attention, as before, is called to this, “If any 
have ears to hear.” It is the lesson for us who read, 
emphasizing the word that we are to be not of the 
world. Whether appointed for captivity or death, to 
this they must go; there is no escape, no reprieve. 
Here is the endurance and the faith of the saints. 

Ver. 11. ‘‘AndIsaw another beast rising out of the 
earth, and it had two horns like a lamb, and spake 
asa dragon.” This is the religious head as the former 
beast is the political head. He arose from the earth 
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or land, the land that God had chosen for His people 
from the day of Abraham. He must come from 
among the tribes of Israel and their land, or they 
would not receive him. He is to be the great imi- 
tator of Christ in opposition to God, leading God’s 
people, who were His only by profession, away from 
Him. Christ is God’s anointed, the Man of His coun- 
sels and delight through whom all His good pleasure 
is shown, the Son of God, Head of the Assembly of 
God, and to be Head over Israel. This beast, a wild 
one, would imitate a lamb, but his voice, unlike that 
of our Shepherd, the voice which we shall soon hear 
from heaven, which already keeps us in our place as 
His own, is like a dragon’s—the devil’s. 

But men who have really never known Christ’s 
work cannot understand His speech, cannot hear 
His voice because they are not of His sheep, have 
never entered by Him, the door, and been saved. 
They can hear the voice of the stranger, who is a 
thief and a robber coming but to destroy. Through 
the centuries there may have been many appear- 
ances that would to the unwary seem like Christ, 
like the truth, but the voice was always different 
from His. Grace has a different sound from law, 
from demand and threatening. 

And now that that which has wrought in secret is 
at last disclosed, the voice tells the whole story. 
There is nothing hidden that shall not be revealed. 

But this beast exercises all authority of the first 
beast in his presence. The voice of the Lord Jesus 
keeps His own from the evil and draws them to Him- 
self and God. This one attracts to the great blas- 
phemer of God and His own. In many a state 
church to-day, the religious rule does the same, 
making more worldly those that confess Christ. 
There is not one thing openly manifested in this 
chapter that is not going on secretly while we are 
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reading it. ‘Then shall that wicked one be re- 
vealed,” but ‘the mystery of iniquity doth already 
work.” 

He causes the land and them that dwell therein to 
worship the beast, the first one, whose deadly wound 
is healed. The revived Roman authority that never 
did ought but evil, that starting in idolatry never gave 
it up though covered with a veneer of professed 
Christianity for centuries before its head was wound- 
ed to death, its imperial power and itself ceased, 
shall at its resuscitation be the same enemy to God 
and Christ; and the antichrist, the second beast, shall 
minister to all this opposition and hatred by perform- 
ing signs, bringing fire from heaven in imitation of 
the two witnesses of chap. xi., as the magicians imi- 
tated Moses, withstanding him. His wonderful 
things, like so-called miracles to-day, are rather to 
terrorize people than to bless and refresh as Christ’s 
works did. 

By means of these he deceives those who dwell in 
the land, so that they make a covenant with the wil- 
ful one, according to Daniel ix. 27., for the period of 
seven years, half of which is here complete, and 
hence the worship of the beast, for here we are in 
the three and a half years, the forty-two months, yet 
to the coming down of Christ the Lord from heaven, 
the twelve hundred and sixty days of persecution 
and the tribulation of the saints on the earth. 

An image of the first beast is to be made and he 
will cause it to speak so that all may wonder. The 
work of the king of Babylon, who having been told 
by Daniel (Dan. ii) that he was the head of gold of 
the image he saw in his dream, made an image of 
gold and commanded all the nations to fall down and 
worship it on penalty of death, is here imitated. It 
is Satan back of it, seeking and getting worshipers. 

The fact of the beast being wounded in one of his 

126 


heads and healed is three times told, being God’s 
own attestation by three, His own number, for men 
say Rome is departed never to be restored. Here, 
then, we have God’s mark put upon this prediction. 

All who will not worship the beast are to be killed; 
and he causes, in imitation again, of what God did to 
His people, that all his shall receive a mark, small 
and great, rich and poor, bond and free, to receive a 
mark on their right hand and on their foreheads. In- 
deed there is but a thin covering of such marks even 
to-day. The world betrays itself by its works and 
by its thoughts, hand and head. And none can buy 
or sell that has not the mark of the beast upon him. 
How appropriate in such a day the word of prayer 
which Jesus as their coming King gave for the rem- 
nant of the Jews in this day of straitness, and for 
such a time, only; ‘Give us this day our daily 
bread.” They cannot earn it; they are pressed on 
every side and tested so severely by these things 
that the cry shall come in the utterance He gave 
them, “ Lead us not into testing (temptation), but 
deliver us from the evil one.” And then the prayer 
breaks off, in accord with the condition in which 
they are. 

The number of his name is a succession of sixes, 
six hundreds, six tens and six units. And every- 
where six is the number of incompleteness, before 
God though of man’s utmost secular completeness. 
It is the number of man. But in Rom. iii, 23, he has 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. 

We are furnished in this chapter with God’s record 
of what is to be the condition of that which has 
boasted of its civilization and refinement, education 
and advancement, which has had to do with all the 
revelation that God has made to the world, man 
seizing it for himself as the prodigal took his portion 
to spend away from his father, and what is the end 
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politically and religiously but corruption and vio- 
lence? Is this what man has been promising of the 
world becoming better; of permeating the whole with 
Christianity; of bringing all to God by present 
means? Is this the triumph of democracy, of human 
liberty, of culture ? How different God’s writing of 
history from man’s. How urgent the cry of love 
from Christ to-day, ‘‘He that hears my words and 
believes Him that sent me has everlasting life and 
comes not into judgment, but is passed out of death 
into life.” 
128 


CHAPTER XIV. 


In the midst of all these terrible things how does 
the Lord Jesus delight to show grace, not only shield- 
ing His little remnant but giving us the cheering ac- 
count of how faithfully He remembers them. This 
chapter has something of the character of an intro- 
duction to what is brought out in detail from the 
next chapter to the end, that is xxi. 8., and then xxi. 
9-xxii. 5. It is like a table of contents, little more 
than mentioning seven things in their order, some- 
what as chap. vii. breaks the monotony of judgments 
to relieve the heart in regard to the future. 

I. The first sight is the Lamb on Mount Zion. 
Christ bears the character of Lamb, a little one, in 
relation especially to the Jewish remnant. Mount 
Zion is opposed to Mount Sinai as the expression of 
grace. He is returning to His people in that way of 
grace that shall keep them, acknowledging them as 
His own. 

The hundred and forty-four thousand is a symbolic 
number of completeness with reference to the earth 
looking to the millennium. These are Jews only; 
those of chap. vii. were of all Israel, and for a later 
period, during the millennium, ‘These are they that 
pass through the great tribulation of Matt. xxiv, 9- 
28, particularly the Jews, for they rejected Christ 
and they shall be sorely tried by His opposite, the 
antichrist. Their distinguishing marks are:— 

1. They have His Father’s mark in their foreheads, 
which can be known, and they know themselves as 
belonging to Jesus. Voices in heaven loud as many 
waters (people), God’s voice above men’s, confirm 
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them as His. Thereare harpings of joy. They have 
much to pass through, but they shall triumph. 

2. They sing a new song before the throne, the 
position telling of their acquittal before God. 
They are accredited in presence of all in heaven. 
Our songs are vastly richer and in a nobler utterance 
than theirs; but for Jews accepted through Christ’s 
death they may well sing of Him and redemption. 
None can join but themselves, for their place is pe- 
culiar. Gentiles will come in afterward. The assem- 
bly of God has long since gone to the heavens. 

3. They were not defiled by the apostate people 
left when the rapture of the saints of the heavenlies 
took place. The women are this apostate Christen- 
dom who will join with apostate Jews in follow- 
ing antichrist and the first beast. These kept from 
all that defilement, while everything around them 
would make for unrighteousness and a bowing down 
to idolatry. The women are spoken of in Thyatira, 
the unchaste one there who had daughters. Every 
religious system of Christendom will be left when 
those who are Christ’s are caught up, and as we 
have seen the damage following the falling stars we 
can understand the defilement with women. These 
_ are chaste, virginal in this respect, having kept 
themselves from idols. 

4, They follow the Lamb, then, wherever He goes, 
redeemed from among men. 

5. They are the first fruits unto God and the Lamb 
out of the earth. 

6. In their mouth is found no guile. 

?. They are without blemish before the throne of 
God. 

These seven excellencies are theirs, though many 
may be put to death and all will be tested thoroughly. 

Il. (vers. 6. 7.). The second event in the chapter is 
the messenger of God flying in the midst of heaven 
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having the everlasting gospel to preach to the na- 
tions. This is the Gentile gospel after the gospel of 
the kingdom has been given to the Jews and gath- 
ered out the former company. Our gospel is that of 
the glory, taking to heaven; that of the Jews is of the 
kingdom to be restored. But God shows the tender- 
ness of His heart that He can call upon the nations, 
in view of the image of the beast, to which all are 
commanded to bow, to worship God as Creator of all 
things. In Rom. i. it will be seen that departure 
from just such testimony, the knowing of God by 
things that are created, is their apostasy. Here He 
calls again. Accepted, it will prepare them to treat 
His remnant aright and minister acceptance into the 
millennial kingdom. These are not those who have 
had Christian testimony and rejected it, nor even the 
Jewish testimony. 

III. (Ver. 8). Another messenger announces the 
fall of Babylon, which takes place next, and is shown 
in chaps, Xviii. xix. 

IV. (Vers. 9-12). Athird messenger announces the 
dread doom of those who worship the beast and re- 
ceive his mark and name, looking forward to the 
judgment of the lake of fire. Here is the endurance 
of the saints (the remnant), for on the one side is the 
law that they shall not buy nor sell unless they have 
the mark of the beast and worship him, that they 
shall be killed unless they do; and, on the other 
hand, if they shall do so, they will be judged and 
punished by God. The testing is severe. Many, of 
course, will be put to death for their loyalty to Jesus, 
for whom they wait and watch. 

V. (Ver. 13). So a word of revelation is given in re- 
gard to such. A voice from heaven announces, 
‘“‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, from 
henceforth.” Those who live keep the testimony of 
Jesus, for to them He has not died nor risen, but 
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these die in the Lord for He has died and risen, and 
they directly go to Him in heaven. How beautifully 
exact is the word of God! They rest from their 
weariness from all the persecution and their works 
follow them (as pupils follow, testifying). 

VI. (Vers. 14-16). The Sonof Man sends forth His 
reapers to gather in the harvest of the earth. Matt. 
xii. 36-43. gives this and the following vintage: this 
is the gathering of the just. 

VII (Vers. 17-20). In the gathering of the wicked 
the winepress is trodden without the city of God, as 
the sin offering was without the camp, under wrath. 
This is told in chap. xix. See Isa. xviii. kxni.; Joel 
ili. 

These seven things take us on to the end of the age. 
The particulars of some of them may come before us 
in the following chapters. The particulars of all these 
last things are awful in the extreme. All the terrible 
things of the former chapters going on still, the ma- 
lignity of Satan, the action of the beasts, the failing 
of men, the absence of all truth save that for and to 
the Jews; then their exceedingly difficult times un- 
der the stress, but the hope held for dying and living, 
and the certainty that He shall come out victorious 
in all, delivering His people. Were we to fortify all 
these things by quotations from the prophets much 
space would have to be given, but these are enough 
to show the things to come. Nothing on the side of 
righteousness or evil going on in the world is over- 
looked. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


Ver. 1. ‘And I saw another sign in heaven, great 
and marvelous.” We are continually taken back to 
heaven in regard to the people of God, even though 
they are the earthly ones that are to inhabit the Jand 
of Jehovah, Palestine. It is like the gospel of Mat- 
thew speaking of the “‘ kingdom of heaven,” refer- 
ring to the same. It was what Christ came to preach 
and restore, but being rejected still spoke of it in the 
future to His disciples. If all the earth is against 
His elect ones, God would show that though high, He 
regards them. Heaven’s interest is unfolded in earth’s 
rejection. This ‘‘sign” is then for them, and it is 
great and marvelous, as they themselves say in ver. 
3. “Seven messengers having the seven plagues,” 
the last, because in them is ended the wrath of God. 
The last trumpet will unfold all. 

“ And I saw a sea of glass, mingled with fire, and 
those gaining conquest out of the wild beast, and out 
of the image, and out of the number of his name, 
standing on the sea of glass, having the harps of 
God.” It is the same remnant of chap. xiv. 1-5, 
the company of Jews that shall hold fast amidst 
all pressure and persecution to the hope of the 
coming of Christ their King. Here they are looked 
upon as having come out of all these trials, though 
in the following chapters they are to go through 
with the sufferings and be delivered by Christ’s 
descent. But we are seeing them as heaven sees, in 
God’s purpose. 

The ‘“‘ sea” tells of purification and fitness for wor- 
ship, and it being solid tells of it as permanent, Their 
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joy is told by the “harps of God.” God is in their 
joy and worship. It was, in the last chapter, full ac- 
quittal and acceptance. Here, it is to be brought in 
as worshippers. 

‘‘ And they sing the song of Moses the servant of 
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: Great and 
marvelous are Thy works, Jehovah, God Almighty ; 
righteous and true are Thy ways, Thou King of na- 
tions (not ‘saints’). Who would not fear, O, 
Jehovah ; and glorify Thy name, because Thou alone 
art holy. For all nations shall come and worship 
before Thee; for Thy judgments are made mani- 
fest.” It is not enough that they are justified. God 
must be fully justified and vindicated in all His 
judgments, and they must be before Him in the 
intelligence of their place. Constantly have we 
found the spirit lighting up the way through the 
awful evil and consequent judgments by such glints 
of the joy and glory to come. Everything in the 
book from the opening of the first seal has been mov- 
ing on to the day when God shall confirm, in the 
presence of the world, His love to Israel and His 
wisdom and righteousness in all His dealings with 
them. All have been looking toward this triumphant 
song on their part. And now to bring it about, the 
seven bowls are to be poured out on the enemy. 
They praise according to the name which God re- 
vealed to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob—Almighty 
God, and to Moses for Israel, Jehovah. And they 
praise in the full confidence that He is to be King of 
the nations, although until the bowls are poured out 
the beast still rules, aided by the second beast, the 
antichrist, 

Ver. 5. ‘‘ After this I looked, and behold, the tem- 
ple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven 
was opened.” The innermost thoughts and pur- 
poses of God are to be shown, For a long time He 
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has restrained His wrath, but now an end is to be 
made to the strong rival of His own Son on the 
earth, both political and ecclesiastical, as inspired 
by Satan. 

Ver. 6. ‘‘ And the seven messengers came out of 
the temple having the seven plagues, clothed in pure 
and white linen, and having their breasts girded 
with golden girdles.” The clothing asserts the purity 
and spotlessness, the perfect righteousness of God's 
ways. The golden girdles display His holiness. All 
these must be displayed, for how then shall He judge 
the world, if not in righteousness and the holiness that 
in all His dealings with man He has manifested and. 
demanded. It is because of this demand that Christ 
came to put away sin that they that believe might be 
holy before God, and declared righteous by being in 
Christ Jesus. 

Ver. 7. ‘‘ And one of the four living ones,” repre- 
senting the Throne of God in all its administrative 
power, “gave unto the seven messengers seven 
golden bowls full of the wrath of God who liveth 
forever and ever.” It is always the wrath of God 
when spoken by the Spirit. ‘The wrath of the 
Lamb” spoken of in connection with the opening of 
the sixth seal, is not a declaration or description 
from God, but from men who are besotted in guilt 
and know nothing of God. All the shuddering things 
that men have uttered in regard to this phrase as 
though there were such a thing threatened would be 
relieved if this were seen. Wrath and lamb do not 
go together according to the revelation of God. It 
is true that all judgment is committed to the Son, 
but as such He is God, and not in the character of 
the little Lamb. The judgments of the seals follow 
His opening of the seals, but He does not call them 
forth but the Throne of God, Care seems to be taken 
in the Scripture to keep all titles and characters 

135 


which belong to Christ consistent. But who among 
the unsaved, the wilful, the disobedient, the defiers 
of God and of Christ have ever understood the names 
and characters of God and of Christ? Even legality 
of spirit will lead men to appeal to Christ, who bore 
their sins to spare them and not let His wrath come 
upon them. Discipline is from our Father’s hand 
not Christ’s. 

Here then, it is the wrath of God that is at last to 
go forth in vindication of His King and those who 
suffer and wait for Him. Things on the earth have 
ripened under the earlier seals, especially manifested 
in the sixth and then in the time of the seventh, 
which brought forth the trumpets. The coming of 
the dragon into the earthly scene, his power limited 
to that and to bringing forth his master imitations 
to Christ as King and Head of His body, has intensi- 
fied all the rebellion against God. 

Ver. 8. And now God will act alone. ‘‘The Tem- 
ple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and 
from His power, and no one was able to enter into 
the Temple until the seven plagues of the seven mes- 
sengers were fulfilled.” It is as when He came to 
dwell on the earth in His Temple that Solomon built; 
the glory filling it drove out even the priests. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


Vers. 1.2%. ‘And I heard a great voice out of the 
temple saying to the seven messengers, Go your 
ways and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God 
upon the earth. And the first went and poured out 
his bowl upon the earth.” This is the ordered and 
settled paris of the world, for men will, out of the 
confusion resulting from the earthquake (political) of 
the sixth seal, re-establish their governments on a 
firmer basis as they think. Everything, indeed, has 
been set up anew under the beast, so that men could 
be confident of it. Men can rely on their own doings 
who never trusted or knew God ; and in governments 
how common such confidence is, though man has 
shown from the beginning not only that he knew not 
how to make a government or laws, but that he could 
not keep that which God instituted. Even God’s child- 
ren have to be reminded that the powers that be are 
appointed of God. Now, all man’s building is judged. 

“ And there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon 
the men who had the mark of the beast upon them, 
and who worshiped his image.” It would make 
their government and their adhesion to the beast and 
their worship all to be a source of intense trial to 
them, as we learn that Job took a potsherd to scrape 
himself when afflicted bodily thus. It took his at- 
tention and became his lament, so with those in the 
days of Pharaoh. It would indicate then a mental 
trial, as in Ps. lxxvii. 23. “‘ My sore ran in the night; 
my soul refused to be comforted; I remembered God 
and was troubled; I complained and my spirit was 
overwhelmned.” In Solomon’s prayer for Israel 
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2 Chron. vi. 29. ‘“‘Every one knoweth his own sore 
and his own grief.” 

Ver. 3. “And the second messenger poured out his 
bowl upon the sea, and it became as the blood of a 
dead man, and every living soul died in the sea.” 
The sea represents the people not formed and estab- 
lished. There will be before and during this time 
much agitation and anarchy, a dissatisfied and rest- 
less condition, socially, and here death comes. 
Death is separation; ‘‘the body without the spirit is 
dead;” ‘ye were dead in trespasses and sins;” “the 
woman that liveth in pleasure is dead while she 
liveth.” A total separation from God; He is not in 
their thoughts. He who alone gave government has 
nothing to do with these. In their heart there is no 
God. The blood of a dead man is especially corrupt- 
ing and injurious, as containing all the poison re- 
tained in the system. It is as the serpent poisoning 
itself to death with its own bite. The idolatrous had 
their sore griefs, their idol disappointing and afflict- 
ing, but these wilful ones, throwing off all allegiance, 
are worse off, by God accepting their challenge. 
They are without Him, not as naturally but by spec- 
ial infliction as the blood of a dead man. And this 
is universal. 

Ver. 4. ‘‘ And the third messenger poured out his 
bowl upon the rivers and fountains of the waters and 
they became blood.” Thus the sources of the peo- 
ples—the colonies, the families, feel all these terrible 
results. Let it be understood that we are looking at 
everything from above, with God. Men may not be 
sensitive to the awful disaster that has befallen them. 
Insensibility to God may even make them boast 
still. But this is the moral and political and social 
condition. 

Ver. 5. ‘‘ And I heard the messenger (representa- 
tive) of the waters saying, Righteous art Thou, the 
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One who is and the One who was, the Holy One, in 
these things, that Thou didst judge;” (ver. 6) ‘For 
they have shed the blood of saints and of prophets, 
and Thou hast given them blood to drink and they 
are worthy!” 

Ver. 7. ‘‘ And I heard another from the altar say- 
ing, Even so Jehovah, God Almighty, true and right- 
eous are Thy judgments.” 

God is to be vindicated in connection with the rem- 
nant of the Jews, His saints of that day, according 
to the titles that He gave to Abraham and to Israel. 
He never withdraws anything that He has uttered 
as to His purpose and glory. He shall be justified 
when He speaks and clear when He judges. 

Ver. 8, ‘‘And the fourth messenger poured out his 
bowl upon the sun. And it was given unto it to 
scorch the men with fire. And the men werescorched 
with a great burning; and the men blasphemed the 
name of God, who had authority over the plagues 
and did not repent to give Him glory.” The source 
of all moral light is here as before affected, only it is 
not darkness that follows, but the infliction of harm. 
In the former case all that they knew of Christ and 
of God was darkened ; it became black as sackcloth 
of hair, as though something passed over it to ob- 
scure it. Now it is a source of pain and judgment. 
It will be so in eternity! The knowledge of Christ 
once before them will be thus; as in the sixth seal 
men speak of the wrath of the Lamb, a thing God 
does not say. Christ bore wrath and is Himself the 
token and measure of God’s love. But here the 
Christ they have—traditional only, of course—will 
be the source of the severest judgment, like a burn- 
ing. And they blaspheme the name of God who sent 
Him. The great end of all is they repent not. These 
judgments are hardening, as all the others have 
been. 
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And now we come to see the great trinity of evil 
workers brought to the bar in the three bowls yet to 
be poured out. First (ver. 10), the seat of the beast ; 
his own throne. This the fifth bowl. The kingdom 
became darkened. All that could enlighten, all 
truth fails. A darkened kingdom would be without 
any true principles of government. And this has 
been the way of man from the beginning, acting 
simply on his own will. But especially here, with 
its foundation laid in corruption and evil, the govern- 
ment of criminals under the judgment of God, set up 
by their own suffrage, and then the monarch becom- 
ing what God calls a ‘‘ beast.” The whole condition of 
things is the result of what it made itself; the 
powers that be utterly away from God, and resulting 
in the worship of man. 

“They gnawed their tongues with distress.” ‘‘ The 
tongue is a fire,” a judgment of itself. ‘‘ With the 
tongue they have used deceit ;” ‘“‘the poison of asps 
is under their lips.” Such is the current description 
while the history is to-day going on, and surely the 
sequel of all this must be punishment indeed. What 
a disappointment man is unto himself every day, 
apart from God! But here, without God, and lord 
of himself, yet the dupe of Satan and the slave of the 
two beasts now fully developed, what can there be 
but anguish in themselves and blaspheming God, 
the God of heaven, which a while ago they were 
willing to honor, when He meant to be the God of 
the earth. They did not repent of their works. This 
is the ultimate object, and must be the result of eat- 
ing the fruit of their own way. They have run their 
course of rebellion ; succeeding in it, as they think; 
living and ruling on God’s earth, that He has de- 
clared is His, without a thought of Him ; acting out 
what is in man and of man to the utmost, and suc- 
cess is but sorrow and wretchedness and infamy, 
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The goodness of God, which leads to repentance, 
has long been rejected and the hardening is com- 
plete. The world is without God after thousands of 
years of overtures on the part of God. This is the 
consummation of all that has been boasted of, the 
unveiling of all that God has seen in the politics of 
man. 

Ver. 12. ‘‘ And the sixth poured out his bowl on 
the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried 
up, that the way of the kings from the rising of the 
sun might be prepared.” The Euphrates was the 
seat of the ancient Babylon, and doubtless stands 
here as the symbol of the religious system of man, 
the apostate Christianity. The derivation of the 
word meaning a bursting forth, or rushing, would 
indicate the ruthless onslaught of untruth breaking 
down what God has given of Christ, a setting up of 
man instead, and, of course, Satan at its head, 
though concealed during the centuries. But now all 
are manifested. The great thing in Babylon itself 
was its religion, which ordered all men to worship 
idols under penalty of death, which was found to be 
defying the God of heaven. 

*¢ And I saw out of the mouth of the dragon and out 
of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of 
the false prophet, three unclean spirits as frogs; for 
they are spirits of demons doing signs, which go out 
to the kings of the habitable earth to gather them 
to the battle of the great day of God, the Almighty. 
(Behold I come as a thief! Blessed is he that 
watches and keeps his garments, that he may not 
walk naked, that they may not see his shame.) And 
he gathered them together to the place called in 
Hebrew Har-mageddon.” The evil spirits coming 
out of the mouths of this trinity of evil workers, the 
spring and result of all that has wrought in opposi- 
tion to God throughout man’s history, will tell the 

141 


whole story. They are no more concealed but comé 
forth from their mouths distinctly. They go forth 
to gather their forces for the last assault upon the 
Son of God and His own. 

Reference is made to the mount of Megiddo— 
(‘rendezvous ”) in 2 Chron. xxxv. 20-24, when the 
King of Egypt went up to fight against the King of 
Assyria, and Josiah went to join with them, a place 
he had no business in any more than the child of 
God now has to do with politics or political parties. 
The result was that he was sorely wounded, and was 
borne from the field to Jerusalem, and died there. 
This will be the battle which will show what shall 
come of those who profess to be God’s people enter- 
ing into the affairs of the world. It has always been 
the effort of Satan to lower the tone of spiritual life 
to meddling with governmental affairs, making 
children of God to forget that they are not of the 
world. We wrestle now with principalities and 
powers, with wicked spirits in heavenly places, 
against this very thing. Here, then, is the religious 
end, found fighting against God. To-day humani- 
tarianism largely absorbs the assembly of God, 
thereby serving the world instead of serving God 
and waiting for His Son from heaven. Chapter xix. 
will show this great battle and who the conqueror 
shall be. 

The parenthetical announcement and warning are 
meant for us who read and hear of the things 
written that we are to keep. ‘Keeping the gar- 
ment,” is not keeping saved, for we are kept, but 
seeing to our habits, our walk, that we may not be 
exposed. How little has it been heeded ! 

‘Ver. 17. ‘“‘And the seventh poured out his bowl 
into the air, and there came out a great voice from 
the Temple of the heaven, saying, It is done.” The 
work of the seals, of the trumpets, of the bowls, is 
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completed. The judgments of God upon Jew and 
professing Church, and Gentile, deepening in force, 
have accomplished their hardening results. Many 
have asked if there would be any saved of those who 
have refused the grace of God and the salvation 
offered through Christ Jesus, after the rapture of the 
saints. It is answered from the fourth chapter. 
Here is the end of man. He has not been sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither canhe be. Hardening 
is not repentance, and rebellion against God is not 
fitness for His presence. 

The lightnings and voices are expressions of wrath 
and terror. The whole atmosphere is mephitic with 
falsehood. The air is the seat of Satan himself, 
where he was during man’s history, while grace 
plead with him. The earthquakes are the general 
upheaval of social arrangements and life. And the 
great city, man’s combination, is divided into three 
parts. God does this. All man’s combinations and 
unions, from the tower of Babel down, have re- 
sulted in disorder and chaos before God. 

And the cities of the nations fell; all that man has 
achieved. And Babylon comes in remembrance be- 
fore God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the 
fury of His wrath. All the judgments have been 
aiming at this. Babylon the city, the gathering into 
distinct and open form of the anti-christian elements, 
the religion of man built up and nourished ever in 
opposition to the New Man ; the earthly instead of 
the heavenly; always the opposite of what God 
formed, though assuming its name; this now is to 
come into judgment, and the next two chapters give 
the character of the judgment on it. 

Every island fled and mountains were not found. 
Tts hold on governments and its truth in them, 
whether as islands, separated, or as mountains, 
reared up in importance and seeming everlasting, 
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shall be disappointed. Besides, direct expressions of 
wrath, as hailstones of immense weight, cold and 
destructive, the reflex of all Satan offered from his 
habitation, the air, fall upon men. All man’s hopes 
fail, all being disappointment ; all malicious things 
come back upon himself; his thoughts perish and 
he has no other expression than the impotent bitter- 
ness of his soulin blaspheming God, who has met 
him according to his deserts. Sin that caused God’s 
own Son to cry out as the forsaken One on the cross, 
must be an awful weight, when there is no remedy 
and no relief. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


Ver. 1. ‘And one of the messengers who had the 
seven bowls came and spoke with me, saying, Come 
hither and I will show thee the judgment on the 
great harlot that sits upon the many waters, with 
whom the kings of the earth have committed forni- 
cation and the inhabitants of the earth have been 
made drunk with the wine of her fornication. So 
he carried me away into the wilderness in spirit.” 
Babylon, the great ecclesiastical apostate, into which | 
Christianity without the children of God and the 
Holy Spirit had sunk, had come up in remembrance 
before God, as we have already learned, and now we 
are to see how it has been dealt with by the nations, 
or rather the beast, the head of the nations. It is the 
judgment upon it. 

But first, it may be well to notice that the proper 
place from which to see it is ‘‘ the wilderness,” as 
John was carried thither. In association with evil is 
no place to learn about it properly. We may see its 
glare and false attractions which deceive, rather than 
its hideous features in God’s sight. 

Secondly : The great sin spoken of is fornication ; 
and she is a harlot who should have been a chaste 
virgin espoused to one Husband and waiting faithful 
to Him for His coming for her. This is the entire 
failure of the professing assembly of God from the 
first, practically to apprehend that we are not of this 
world but crucified to it. As we saw in Ephesus 
(chap. ii.) that leaving her first love, losing Christ as 
the Man of the heart, she was ready to be joined to 
any other, and then in spite of the discipline of 
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Smyrna, in which she was allowed to find out what 
the world was, in Pergamos she became the world’s 
mistress and in Thyatira had daughters like herself, 
which morally ended her history as one in the world. 
At the end of Laodicea all that were Christ’s had 
been caught up to heaven, where they are seen in the 
twenty-four elders on thrones around the Throne of 
God. 

We have found all that were left still holding their 
profession and held responsible for a heavenly posi- 
tion because of this profession, rapidly sinking into 
entire infidelity and idolatry at the end. 

And now the mystery of iniquity, which even at 
the present is working, is revealed. She had held 
dalliance with the kings of the earth, and had cor- 
rupted individuals, the men of the earth, as we find 
in this day even saved ones who hold on to the 
worldly and corrupt systems of the day, apologizing 
for them and in many cases pleading for them, things 
that are wholly of man and hateful to God. All 
here told out were made drunk with the wine of her 
fornications. ‘‘ Wine” stands for joy, and we know 
that the natural joy of the old man is encouraged 
and ministered to continually by that which should 
be not of the world. And this, looking back through 
all the centuries, tells of this. 

Ver. 3. ‘And I saw a woman sitting upon a scar- 
let beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven 
heads and ten horns. And the woman was clothed 
in purple and scarlet and she had ornaments of gold 
and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup 
in her hand full of abominations and the unclean 
things of her fornications and upon her forehead a 
name written—Mystery, Babylon the great, the 
mother of the harlots and of the abominations of 
the earth. And I saw the woman drunk with the 
blood of the saints and with the blood of the wit- 
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nesses of Jesus. And I wondered at seeing her with 
a great wonder.” 

Here is the unveiling of that mystery of iniquity. 
It had wrought its mischief in deceiving the people 
under the plausible title of being of God and for 
Christ. It needs no enlargement of comment more 
than to note that it is not Romanism alone but all that 
the Lord Jesus in Thyatira and Sardis and Laodicea 
found to be contrary to His mind, run to its legiti- 
mate sequel. It unites all of all creeds and names, 
the veil lifted from the face so that we may know. 
Intrinsically this in every age of Christianity, it is 
shown now to be this abandoned wretch. The scar- 
let and the purple tell of royalty and rule. The 
wealth of jewels tell of an adornment from the 
world, gifts for the pleasures she had afforded, culti- 
vating the world continually. 

Ver. 7. ‘‘And the messenger said to me, Why 
hast thou wondered ? I will tell thee the secret of the 
woman and of the beast which carried her which has 
the seven heads and the ten horns.” The beast is 
the Roman imperial power revived. It was and then 
it ceased, but is to come up out of the pit whither the 
evil spirits of chap. ix. came, and it is of the same 
origin, for Satan is the prince of this world and he 
gave to the beast his authority. And he is to go to 
destruction. All authority and rule are to be put 
down by Him who is King of kings and Lord of lords. 

The ‘‘earth dwellers” have been the willing sub- 
jects of this one, whose names are not in the book of 
life from the foundation of the world, that is Israel’s 
time. Here is the explanation:—The seven heads 
are seven mountains, heads of government or char- 
acters of government, the various ones of Rome 
through her history, culminating in the imperial, 
which was its character when Rome ceased. It was 
and is not and shall be present; the imperial power 
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is that which shall be when Rome again rules. These 
are the seven kinds of rule (seven kings), five of 
which preceded John’s day, one was then and the 
other then to come. And that was to remain but a 
short time. The beast himself is the eighth, the re- 
vived power already mentioned. But he is to go to 
destruction (ch. xx.) 

And the ten horns are the ten kingdoms that are 
to be formed in the Roman empire’s domain that shall 
give their adhesion to the great leader and head, 
really reigning with him, for a limited period. They 
have but one mind joining with the beast, called so 
(Dan. iv.) because of his face being downward, 
toward the earthly altogether, as we see when Nebu- 
chadnezzar ceased to be as a beast in the field he 
lifted up his face to the God of heaven. These to- 
gether shall make war with the Lamb (ch. xix.) and 
the Lamb shall overcome them, for He is Lord of 
lords and King of kings; and they that are with 
Him, the heavenly saints, are called and chosen and 
faithful (Rom. viii. 30.; Ephes. i. 1.) 

Ver. 13. The waters of ver. 1., as has before been 
quoted and used, where the harlot sits, are ‘‘ peoples 
and multitudes and nations and tongues” in opposi- 
tion to the Lamb. The allied and unified political 
powers shall hate the harlot, never in their history 
having loved the so-called ‘‘ church” excepting for 
selfish purposes, the use that could be made of it in 
contributing to the growth and wealth of the state. 
A state, a government set up by man, must neces- 
sarily be selfish. It does not go out into the broad 
world to benefit it, but to gain what it can. Let the 
government be of whatever kind, it has to look to 
self always. So the religion was adopted for this 
reason. And when it becomes oppressive and it is 
felt to be injurious the hatred to it must come out. 
The second beast of chap. xiii. causes all to worship 
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the first, and yet this beast casts off the main interest 
of the second, the religion that has ridden to damage 
for centuries. The powers make her “desolate and 
naked,” stripping off all her adornments, and expos- 
ing her in all her hatefulness. Eating her flesh and 
burning her with fire is the word expressive of the 
severe judgment and consumption that is determined. 
This is not the antichrist, but rather the anti-church 
brought to its doom by means of the very powers it 
had flattered and toyed with so long. Intrinsically 
governments by man are infidel, without God, and 
the God the so-called church brought in by the alli- 
ance with the world was not the God and Father of. 
our Lord Jesus Christ any more than the marriage 
was what God hath joined together. 

Ver. 17. God, who forbade the bans in the begin- 
ning, has put it into the heart of the authorities then 
to do all this. It is doing His mind, and the ten 
kings gave their kingdom to the beast for this pur- 
pose until His word should be fulfilled. The woman 
and the city which are heavenly, the bride of Christ 
in waiting and the New Jerusalem to be manifested 
on high with Christ, have their anti-counterpart in 
the woman of this chapter, the harlot and debaser of 
all with whom she has had commerce, and the great 
city which has kingship over the kings of the earth. 

In this chapter God causes the judgment of the 
great religious system, bedecked with the tokens of 
her unfaithfulness and debauchery, to be executed 
by man; in the next chapter the judgment is seen 
to be directly from God. What shall we think of 
that which, going to-day and entrapping so many of 
the Lord’s own, is here portrayed in its real charac- 
ter by Him who said: ‘‘ Come hither and I will show 
you?” He that hath ears let him hear what the 
Spirit is saying unto us in these things that are 
written. How are we associated spiritually? How 
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are we with reference to the world, and how stand 
we with reference to the coming and the appearing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will bring to light all 
that is hidden, when every one shall receive his 
award ? 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


Ver. 1. ‘After these things I saw another messenger 
descending out of the heaven having great authority ; 
and the earth was lighted with His glory.” We come 
now to see the interest of heaven in the matter of 
Babylon. In the previous chapter it was earth, the 
beast. Nowitis from heaven, God ; accordingly one 
of the heavenly messengers, with the glory of God 
surrounding him, comes down. Righteousness glori- 
fies God when He has to execute judgments. The 
grand exhibition of it was in the cross, but when that 
is rejected and man’s imitation set up, God must in 
the end interfere. 

Ver. 2. “ And he cried witha strong voice, saying, 
Babylon the great has fallen, has fallen, and has be- 
come the habitation of demons and a hold of every 
unclean spirit, and ahold of every unclean and hated 
bird (ver. 3.), because she has made all the nations 
drink of the wine of the fury of her fornications, and 
the kings of the earth have committed fornication 
with her, and the merchants of the earth have been 
enriched throught the might of her luxury.” 

It is what we have seen in the former chapter, 
sitting upon the waters, the ecclesiastical system of 
Christendom, then altogether apostate, with not a 
child of God init. But, instead, there are demons ; 
it is a cage or hold of every unclean bird, the birds 
in Matt. xiii. being the evil one. It is here his co- 
horts, it may mean the leaders, the clergy most like- 
ly, as in every evil doctrine and ecclesiastical aber- 
ration from the truth of God in regard to the church, 
the clergy have led. They represent the divisions 
among God’s people always. Of course the modern 
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clergyman and the modern “ church” are unknown in 
Scripture as of God, and now in this chapter all is 
disclosed, as we saw the woman’s name blazoned on 
her forehead. This is not saying that the clergy are 
not, themselves personally, children of God ; but that 
the official thing that man has made is not to be found 
in the Scriptures, and so is not according to God. 

All the nations of civilization have taken part with 
this foul thing, all closely allied with it for their own 
gain; and they have been infatuated with it; for the 
religious thing encouraged all, bought all fine things 
of the world; giving oftentimes liberty to sin, to 
war against the feeble, to destroy those that were 
unfriendly ; flattering and glorifying the govern- 
ment, no matter what it did; teaching patriotism 
instead of godliness and unworldliness. 

The people, too, were making merchandise and be- 
coming enriched through her. She gave “wine”; 
enchanting simple ones into all the amusements of the 
times, so that to live at all was to live in such an at- 
mosphere. 

Ver. 4. ‘And I heard another voice out of the 
heaven, saying, Come out of her my people, that ye 
have not fellowship with her sins and that ye do not 
receive of her plagues ; for her sins have been heaped 
one upon another up to the heaven, and God has re- 
membered her unrighteousness.” This may be an 
appeal to any of the believing remnant of the Jews 
of that time, that they be kept pure. Butit may also 
be one of the things written for our admonition, for 
the evil there exposed is to-day going on ; the mystery 
of iniquity doth already work, and we may well be in- 
structed that we share not her sins nor her judgment. 

Then the call is to requite her according to all she 
has done, and it will be along reckoning. ‘“‘So much 
as she has glorified herself and lived luxuriously, so 
much torment and grief give her, because she says 
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in her heart, I sit a queen and am not a widow.” 
This may be after she has been hurled from the back 
of the beast (chap. xvii.), but the judgment from God 
must make her boasting to cease. 

Is not everything to-day tending to mere externals 
in what is called religion, and could not allthe works 
and so-called services be gone through with by any 
company of unsaved men? Is the question of being 
dead and risen with Christ, of being born again 
spiritually, at the bottom of much that passes for 
Christianity now ? Instead of this, all is catering 
to the tastes of the world as it is, conforming to it in 
so many things. Is there not a taking of texts of 
Scripture written to saints, and applying them to 
men of the world, to the community, thereby hand- 
ling the word of God deceitfully and really ignoring 
the need of salvation of the soul, of being born again. 
“‘Then shall ye return and discern between the right- 
eous and the wicked, between Him that serveth God 
and Him that serveth Him not,” was said to an 
apostate people of old, for they were not doing so 
then. Andto-day, that which belongs to God’s peo- 
ple is applied to the world, thereby accounting them 
without any work of grace in them entitled to all 
that God has for His own. 

What shall become of the work of such but that it 
shall be burned and consumed? The recompense 
must come. The greatest corruptions have been 
allowed and encouraged by the professing “‘ church ;” 
the greatest corrupter of the world has been this very 
boastful thing. Israel not only corrupted themselves 
but they made the name of God to be blasphemed 
among the Gentiles. Even so has professed Christian- 
ity been the leader in keeping the conscience of men 
from feeling the force of God’s word. And now the 
reckoning of which warnings were given continually 
by God, rising early and sending, has come. Can 
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there be mercy ? There is nothing upon which to 
show it. Mercy has been despised, has been used 
to harden. In Laodicea the boast was, ‘‘I am rich 
and have become rich, and have need of nothing,” 
while the plea from Him without was, “‘ If any man 
hear my voice and open I will come in and sup with 
him and he with me.” It was heeded, of course, 
only by such as were His, God having a testimony 
through all the sad centuries, but now all that is 
over ; none are saved among these. His “‘ calamity” 
and ‘‘ fear” have come. 

The next thing is the wail of the kings of the earth 
who have committed the fornication with her, stand- 
ing afar off, though, as the Pharisees said to Judas 
when the hour of his remorse came, and he cast down 
the money he had received for betraying Christ, say- 
ing, ‘‘I have betrayed innocent blood!” ‘‘ What is 
that tous? See thou to that !” 

The merchants also join in the wail. The whole 
civilized world has been in commerce with her, and 
now in their impotence they can do nought but be- 
moan her fate. Their gains are over and their ac- 
count is soon to be looked into. ‘‘ No man buyeth 
her merchandise any more!” is the burden of the 
cry. It is only self. And then there is a detail of 
the merchandise, showing how the whole world has 
been involved with that which, as set here from God, 
was deciared to be ‘‘ not of the world, but chosen out 
of the world and to be kept from the evil.” 

The deprivation that they suffer is also told out: 
‘“No man buys of them!” And she suffers the depri- 
vation also. It is as the poor prodigal before his 
father ran out to him. “No man gave unto him,” 
and. he was starving. But there was relief, a full 
board and a rejoicing father. Here, nothing of this; 
it is too late. It all has its terrific spiritual import. 
It is man emptied out. 
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And now they bewailed the city. ‘That great 
city.” She was clothed in fine linen; it does not say 
white, but fine. She was decked with costly raiment 
and jewels. ‘‘Thus saith Jehovah, God, Remove 
the diadem and take off the crown. * * * I will 
overturn, overturn, overturn it; and it shall be no 
more until He come whose right it is; and I will give 
it to Him.” (Ezek. xxi 26.) 

“‘Rejoice over her, heaven, and ye saints and 
apostles and priests; for God has judged your judg- 
ment upon her.” It is the requital from God, on the 
whole system falsely called the Christian world. 
This has nothing to do with the individual; “‘ every 
one must give account for himself to God.” 

Ver. 21. ‘‘Andastrong messenger took up astone, 
as a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, 
Thus with violence shall Babylon the great city be 
cast down and shall be found no more at all.” And 
all sounds of revelry and music and all sights pleas- 
ant to the eye have forever ceased, for by her sor- 
ceries have all the nations been deceived. The ter- 
rible thought that God is against ail that assumes 
the name of Christ, that does not walk as Christ 
apart from the world, must be forced upon the con- 
science as we see the end of all that man has built up 
with his religion in his world, Satan being the prince 
of this world and the god of this age. 

Ver. 24. “And in her was found the blood of 
prophets and saints and of all the slain upon the 
earth!” As Christ said of the Jews of His time on 
earth, the blood of all from that of righteous Abel 
until their time should be required of that generation. 
So here, extending from then to now, having fallen 
heir to their condemnation, all shall be required of 
her. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked; what- 
sgoever a man sows that shall he also reap. If he 
sow tothe flesh, he shall of the flesh reap corruption.” 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


Ver.1. ‘After these things” marks a change here 
as elsewhere throughout this book, and a very de- 
lightful change. We are no more engaged with 
judgments nor the sin that causes them. We are 
taken up again into heaven’s joy, like that of the 
fourth and fifth chapters, though mainly occupied 
with what has been done on the earth. The great- 
ness of the rejoicing tells us of the awful import of 
the evil that has been so thoroughly met, and ought 
to have its effect upon us in our judgment of the evil 
of these days, so soon to be headed up and be smitten 
to the ground, to be cast out forever. 

‘‘T heard as a loud voice a great multitude in the 
heaven saying, Hallelujah! the salvation and the 
glory and the power of our God!” What an interest 
heaven has in the putting down of that which so long 
travestied the most precious thing that God gave to 
the earth not to be of it, but in it, since the day of 
Christ on the earth! The loud voice is expressive of 
the greatness of the joy and the universality of it. 
‘¢ Hallelujah” means ‘‘ Praise ye Jah,” and is found 
as the opening and closing of a large number of the 
Psalms, which with the exception of the one hundred 
and fourth, one hundred and fifth and one hundred 
and sixth are in the last book of the Psalms, from the 
one hundred and seventh to the one hundred and 
fiftieth. These Psalms celebrate what is done on 
earth, looking forward to the time when the great 
adversary, the beast, and the false prophet are put 
down and their works destroyed. This word belongs 
to this period and this triumph more than to our 
special triumph as in heavenly places. 
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A second time it is said, the smoke of the judgmetit 
on the enemy ascending to the ages of ages, forever. 
The twenty-four elders join in this, for they have 
been intelligent observers of the ways of Jehovah 
throughout the whole of the third division of this 
book. I¢ is their privilege to be intelligent in regard 
to all things that pertain to Christ, seeing they are so 
closely linked with Him. They only respond, how- 
ever, saying, ‘“‘So let it be; praise Jehovah!” It is 
not their blessing, but it is their Head, Christ Jesus, 
who has done all, and who is so soon to descend and 
they with Him. But they worship; ours is the place 
of worshipers. 

Ver. 5. “Anda voice from the Throne came forth, 
saying, Give praise to our God all ye His servants 
and those fearing Him, small and great.” The Throne 
has had its part in the whole series of judgments, 
and now its voice is added. It may be the voice of 
the Lord Jesus, as He has taken disguises of an 
angelic character and otherwise in the book. In the 
scriptures from beginning to end He is the vitality of 
it all, no matter under what form seen in type or per- 
son. He is now invisible, and He will not be visible 
to the world until He comes down (in the latter part 
of this chapter) to take possession of His kingdom. 
While here He led men to ascribe praise and worship 
to God. It seems His own familiar voice adding 
this, for God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
has had His part all the time all the way through the 
sad and dishonoring history of the so called church 
and their treatment of His earthly people, too, after 
the rapture of the believing ones. It seems a proper 
exhortation, bringing into the account all the coun- 
sels and the fulfilment of them at this time, of God 
in the wide sweep of His thoughts, His will and His 
power. 

Ver. 6. And at once there is a response, for the 
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voice of a great multitude is heard as the voice of 
many waters (nations and peoples), and as the voice 
of mighty thunderings. This would seem as broad 
and deep and loud as the judgments themselves, 
which were introduced by thunderings, saying Hal- 
lelujah ! for Jehovah, our God the Almighty, the 
name given in connection with the entire history of 
the covenant with Abraham, has taken to Himself 
His Kingly power. Let us rejoice and exult, and 
give Him glory, because the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, and His wife has made herself ready. 

The marriage of the Lamb begins the glory. Till 
that Christ has been sitting on the Father’s throne 
at His right hand, waiting. But now the waiting is 
over, and He is about to descend to take possession 
on the earth. But prior to that, she, who during the 
present time of the assembly of God, was waiting 
for Him, until she was caught up unto Him, and 
there, in the twenty-four elders, expressive of her 
ruling, waiting, is now first to be brought into her 
place, for which she was appointed from before the 
foundation of the world, thus opening the whole mat- 
ter of the entering of Christ upon His reign. Hence 
the joy and the praise; for the work of the scene 
opens. From this it will be all activity until Christ 
is seated on His own throne. 

“« And it is given to her to be arrayed in fine linen, 
bright and pure; for the fine linen is the righteous 
acts of the saints.” How overwhelming is this: 
God has noted the walk of His saints ; Christ of His 
own, and brought it out thus; for this is really the 
righteousness spoken of here. Whatever faithful- 
ness to the truth of their death and resurrection with 
and through Christ; of the Headship of Christ to 
the assembly ; of the coming of Christ ; whatever 
separation from the world and living alone for Him ; 
whatever occupation with Christ in fellowship with 
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Him who gave Him ; whateverloss of all things was 
suffered for Him ; whatever of anything, though im- 
perfect and feeble, had Christ alone as the Object, the 
purpose of living in obscurity and reproach, with 
many failures in all; whatever thinking upon Him 
in a time of defection and weeping over it, what- 
ever filling up of the afflictions of Christ, caring 
for His name, His honor; whatever, little or much, 
sprang from Him; this isremembered as the widow’s 
mite, the ‘“‘cup of cold water,” the “‘ doing what she 
could,” the “‘ confessing Him before men ;” the care 
for the saints ; the ministering tothe weak, comfort- 
ing the feeble-minded, all these and other acts the 
result of Christ having been here, are the righteous- 
ness of the saints. How precious ! and how gracious, 
that those eyes so keen to detect evil are as keen for 
all that isaccording to Him! This shall be her mani- 
festation in the glory, not one thing of the old nature, 
the old life; all of Christ, nothing of a reformed 
man reaching up to a higher manhood ; all the new 
man in Christ Jesus. 

Ver. 9. ‘‘ And He said unto me, Write, blessed are 
they that are called to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.” This word ‘‘ write” seems to make it a 
word of proclamation for those who are the readers 
of this book, addressed to the assemblies the world 
over, that is in Asia, as representing the whole. Can 
it be then, a word calling upon men now to believe 
in Christ and be ready for that, or is it only to state 
that we may know it that the fruition of the joy has 
come ; the marriage supper follows the marriage ; 
the assembly of God is there fully blessed with Him 
who loved her and gave Himself for her. Wany take 
this company to be the Old Testament saints now 
with the Lord, but the word to write seems as though 
it is to come to some who read this, and surely that 
could not mean them. It might inform us of their 

159 


blessing and joy even in being atthe Supper, though 
not the bride. The bride is doubtless the assembly 
of God (see Ephes. v. 25-33.) 

In Ephes. iii. 15, “every family in heaven and on 
earth” is mentioned. The earthly will be the nations, 
and Israel. Hebrews xii. 22-24. gives the heavenly 
families ; the angels, which is the general assem- 
bly ; the Church, of first born ones ; God, the judge 
of all; the spirits of just men made perfect, the Old 
Testament saints ; and Jesus, the Mediator of the 
new covenant. These, then, would be there at the 
supper, with that interpretation. 

Now, this closes by saying, ‘“‘these are the true 
words of God.” Satan, the beast and the false pro- 
phet have been uttering their falsehoods and deceiv- 
ing the nations, but this is the truth from God Him- 
self. How thoroughly consistent with every princi- 
ple and statement of the truth of God and all threat- 
ening and illustrations of God’s ways is all this, and 
how refreshing for us to find all that we held through 
all opposition and the allurements of the world that 
would trouble our spirits and move us from the hope 
of being manifested with Him in the glory now 
vouched for, now represented, as though we were 
already init! It will be but a little while, and this 
true word of God will be the true sight of Christ 
Jesus, the Lord as He is. Thus constantly is faith 
built up and held by the sure word. As long as it is 
only the word it is of faith, and faith can live on that. 

Ver. 10. “‘And I fell at his feet to worship him. 
And he said unto me: See thou do it not, for I am 
thy fellow-servant and of thy brethren that have the 
testimony of Jesus ; worship God ; for the testimony 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” This is one of 
God’s messengers, possibly one of the elders, as he 
was of John’s brethren. Worship belongs to God 
alone, for all His testimony is of Jesus. He fills the 
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word from beginning to end, and as He has been 
vindicated by God in thoroughly judging the 
great apostasy that falsely testified of Him, now 
He is further to come forth to take His rightful 
place. 

Vers. 11-20, ‘‘ And I saw the heaven opened, and 
behold a white horse, and One sitting on it called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges 
and makes war. And His eyes were a flame of fire 
and upon His head many diadems, having a name 
written which none knew but Himself, and clothed 
with a garment dipped in blood; and His name is 
called the Word of God.” 

At last He is come whose right it is to reign ; for 
whom everything has been looking and making 
ready ; whose base imitator of chap. vi. 2, having 
done all the evil he could, stands with all the forces 
of civilized and christianized Europe, with the rebel- 
lious and wilful Jews, ready to fight against Him. 
First of all, he comes from heaven; the kingdom 
has been given to Him there, and now He descends 
to reign. Christ (Matt. xxiv.) told the little remnant 
not to regard any who would come saying, ‘“‘I am 
Christ.” Any one who would have to announce 
himself thus would be false, coming as he would from 
the earth. The white horse tells of conquest in per- 
fect righteousness. 

He is called Faithful and True as He announced 
Himself to Laodicea, where all had proved so false. 
He is here the same after all that the Liar and the 
false one in every particular had done his infamoug 
work. This One shall judge and make war in right- 
eousness. Matt. xxv. 31-46, represents the scene as 
judging ; this, as making war. It is the same ap- 
pearing to befriend and deliver His waiting remnant 
who have passed through the great tribulation and 
who are pressed by the gathering enemies of Israel 
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and of God who are determined to resist the reign 
of Christ. 

His eyes are as a flame of fire, as we have seen in 
chap. i., those eyes that shall try every work of man ; 
And upon His head many diadems. All crowns of 
authority are His, for He has conquered all by His 
death. The beast had ten diadems, but here are 
many. Man conferred those; God, these. He had a 
name which none knew but Himself. It may be His 
new name which He writes upon the faithful Phila- 
delphians. It surely has been earned by all He did 
here. He was clothed with a garment dipped in 
blood. Isa. lxiii. describes Him with garments dyed 
from Bozrah, returning a conqueror. His name is 
called the Word of God, truth in opposition to the lie 
that continually deceived men, the Word of God in- 
stead of that of man or of Satan; the complete ex- 
pression and revelation of God. Weknow Him well 
as the One who in the beginning was with God and 
was God, who is the Word of God. All that can be 
known of God is in Him, and He is the visible One, 
the One who all through man’s history has testified 
of God. 

“‘And the armies which are in heaven followed 
Him upon white horses, clad in white, pure, fine 
linen.” ‘These are the veteran fighters that, taking 
Ephes. vi., 10.-18. while here, have stood against 
principalities and powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age; against wicked spirits in the 
heavenlies; who were seen as conquerors in chap. 
xil., when the dragon was cast out of heaven through 
their overcoming him; veteran warriors through the 
centuries since Christ went on high and the Holy 
Spirit came down. These are the overcomers of the 
different conditions of the assembly of God through 
the second and third chapters. And now they come 
down not to fight, for their Leader smites once for 
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all the adversaries, but they are to take their place 
with Him in reigning. They are robed in that which 
expresses human righteousness. 

“And out of His mouth goes a sharp two-edged 
sword, that with it He might smite the nations.” It 
is the same sword that we have seen in chap. i, ii., 
12., in the address to the assembly in Pergamos, 
which had become nationalized; and now the nations, 
christianized though not Christ’s own, are to be under 
judgment of the sword, which is the word of God. 
Established on the death of the cross, it must be 
without mercy. The mercy of the cross is shown in 
presenting it as that which meets al]l sin. Its justice 
is that it is certain death. The believer has found 
his death in the death of Christ as his substitute ac- 
cepted of God and provided and offered by Him in 
love. The unbeliever must meet the same death 
with all it means apart from Christ. This word of 
God, and it comprehends the whole of God’s revela- 
tion to men, Christ, the Christ of God being the sub- 
stance of the Scriptures, must and it shall judge men, 
the nations that have rejected Christ. The pro- 
fessing church had been warned of this in “ Per- 
gamos.” 

So in “ Thyatira” the word of “ruling with a rod 
of iron,” expressive of strength unyielding, as power 
was the great element in Roman rule, was promised 
to the overcomers there as they knew something of 
this in the method of the prostituted assembly. And 
now that rule is to be exercised. The Lord has risen 
up from His seat and come forth for this purpose. 
Judgment has lingered a long time waiting if haply 
the warnings should take effect; now a short work 
will He make of it. ‘‘The wine press of the wrath 
of God” has also been threatened and clearly an- 
nounced in Isa. lxiii. and here in ch. xvii., 14., and, 
all neglected, it shall come with fierceness, The 
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mingling of a religion that professed the name of 
Christ, taken as an ornament when the profession 
had been popularized, and the government which 
was under Satan, his very throne, has been brought 
forth, thé greatest outrage against Christ, usurping 
His rights, and of God caricaturing and defying Him. 
And it shall be met in such a way as never to rise 
again. 

God made man perfect as man, the perfection of 
his living to be in his dependence on God for every- 
thing; but Satan deceived him and led him away 
from God, fallen, not ‘‘ upwards,” as the deluded 
ones assert, but downwards, ever demonstrating his 
willing ignorance of, and enmity to God. And now 
after much long suffering of all this God must assert 
His right to His own earth and the man He has made 
and now re-made, (those who believe in Christ Jesus) 
and re-establish all things. And this He will do by 
Christ Jesus His own Son, the principle of death 
which came by man running all through. 

So ‘‘He hath” (ver. 16.) ‘‘on His vesture and on 
His thigh a name written.” It is acquired, earned, 
and so written, ‘‘ King of kings and Lord of lords.” 
King and lord have been titles among men, degraded 
by cruelty and debauch, significant of corruption and 
violence. All have lived unto themselves. And now 
He who in the gospel of Matthew is set forth as the 
true King and who was raised up as true Lord shall 
take the sceptre. Thoroughly tested He has been 
found the delight of God’s heart and the One to 
whom all things can be entrusted. God shell be 
glorified in all He does, for He was in all He did 
here. 

Ver. 17. “And I saw a messenger standing in the 
sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the 
fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come gather 
yourselves together unto the supper of the great God, 
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that ye may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of 
captains and the fiesh of mighty men and the flesh of 
horses and of them that sit on them, and the fiesh of 
all, free and bond, both small and great.” This is the 
premonition of the awful result of the judgment when 
the Lord smites. These birds of prey from all parts 
feasting upon that which has been all the while but 
their natural food. So mam rejecting Christ and 
warring against His own, and he shall be at that time 
is but the natural prey of demons. ‘These gball go 
away into everlasting punishment.” 

Ver. 19. And now the beast and the kings of the 
earth and their armies gather to make war with Him 
who sat on the white horse, and against His army. 
And the beast and the false prophet who wrought 
signs before him were taken and cast at once into 
_the lake of fire, burning with the intensity that 
brimstone gives. It is the overwhelming judgment 
of God, fire from Gen. iii. standing for judgment in 
its activity. And these are the political and religious 
leaders of to-day in secret, soon to be manifested. 
When God would have ‘‘a pure religion and unde- 
filed religion” to be the politics of His people, they 
rebelled. When He took His seat in heaven, and 
Christ ascended to His right hand, severing the two 
till He should come, and separating His own from the 
world, then men at once sought to blend the two and 
produced the most high-handed rebellion, led by the 
ministers of Satan. And here is the end. The lead- 
ers are wiped from the earth and sent to their own 
place in sight of their followers, who, cut off by the 
sword proceeding from the Lord’s mouth, are dis- 
missed by Him to the left hand, with His judgment 
upon them (Matt. xxv. 41), to await its execution at 
the great White Throne. 

‘¢ And it shall come to pass in that day that Jeho- 
vah shall punish the kings of the earth upon the 
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earth ; and they shall be gathered together as pris- 
oners are gathered in the pit and shall be shut up in 
the prison, and after many days shall they be visited. 
Then the moon shall be confounded and the sun 
ashamed, when Jehovah of hosts shall reign in 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before His an- 
cients gloriously.” (Isa. xxiv. 21-23). ‘‘ And in this 
mountain shall Jehovah of hosts make unto all 
people a feast of fat things, a feast of wine on the 
lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees 
well refined. And He will destroy in this mountain 
the face of the covering cast over all people, and the 
veil that is spread over all nations. And it shall be 
said in that day, Lo, this is our God ! we have waited 
for Him and He will save us; this is Jehovah, we 
have waited for Him ; we will be glad and rejoice in 
His salvation.” (Isa, xxv. 6, 7, 9.) See also. Ps. 
Xcvii., xcviii., xcix. 
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CHAPTER XX. 


In this chapter and the next, to the eighth verse, 
there is given a rapid and brief outline of the events 
succeeding the descent of the Lord Jesus, the Son of 
Man, and the putting down of all rule and work of 
man, until the final full and eternal reign of right- 
eousness in the new heaven and new earth. 

Vers. 1-8. The first thing is the binding of Satan 
by a messenger come down from heaven. It is the 
only direction from which power can come, and any 
good, as it already has in chap. xix. The chief 
ministers of Satan have already been cast into the 
lake of fire, the second death, one with the first 
in their case. But Satan is reserved to test and 
separate the unbelieving from the saints of God at 
the end of the reign of Christ during the thousand 
years. He is therefore put away in the pit of the 
abyss, where he can do no harm until loosed for 
God’s own purpose, And here his names and titles 
are given as indictments against him, descriptive of 
what he has been and what he is disclosed to be. 

Vers. 4-6. *‘And I saw thrones and they sat 
upon them.” These are the sitters upon thrones of 
chap. iv. 5, the twenty-four elders, the heavenly 
saints. They were seen as the bride, and then as 
the armies coming with Christ in the last chapter. 
But their definite places are the thrones, for they are 
to reign with Christ during the thousand years. 
Judicial sentence is given unto them. 

Then those souls of chap. vi. under the fifth seal, 
who were told to wait and to whom white robes were 
given, showing their righteousness works accredited, 
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are now seen, and they are joined by those for 
whom they were told to wait, who were after- 
wards put to death because they would not wor- 
ship the beast, nor have his name nor mark, of whom 
it was said: ‘“‘ Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord from henceforth” in chap. xiv. These, too, 
live ; that is, they are now risen, having the spiritual 
bodies, and they reign with Christ during the thou- 
sand years. Those who survived through the tribu- 
lation are the saints on earth reigned over. This is 
the first resurrection ; that is, those on the throne 
and these added, together with Christ, the first fruits. 
(1 Cor. xv. 23.) Happy and holy are these who have 
part thus in the first resurrection. No more on the 
earth, they are delivered forever from testing their 
holiness as to living, eternal. On these the second 
death can have no power. Many of those on the 
earth at that time will be subject to the second 
death, for they will prove unfaithful; those of the 
nations to whom is given the opportunity of the 
thousand years, who, led away by Satan, will incur 
that penalty; these never. They shall be with 
Christ, worshipers, priests, and shall reign. God 
clearly accomplishes according to His promises, 
(Rom. viii. 18, 19; 1 Cor. vi. 2; Col. iii. 4; 2 Tim. ii. 
12; 1 John iii, 2), and nothing is forgotten or left 
out, 

Vers. 7,9. The third thing told in this list is that 
at the end of the thousand years, which may be a 
symbolic number, the cube of ten, the fullest ex- 
pression of God’s order and man’s responsibility on 
the earth, Satan is unbound and goes forth to deceive 
whom he can. In Daniel and Isaiah we read of the 
Assyrian, the kings of the North and of the South 
that have not been mentioned yet in Revelation ; in 
Ezek, xxxvili. xxxix. Gog and Magog, Rosh, Me- 
sheck and Tubal (Russia, Moscow and Tebolsk), who 
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may be the king of the North. And now Satan stirs 
them up to encompassixg the camp of the saints; 
for God looks upon them as Israel of old, a camp, 
together with whosoever is not a child of God after 
all the inducements of the thousand years of right- 
eousness and peace, and then quickly fire comes 
down from heaven to destroy all these. What an 
awful destruction Satan has caused in all the history 
of the earth and man! 

After this Satan meets his doom. He is cast into 
the lake of fire where the beast and the false prophet 
still are tormented day and night forever. For him 
and his messengers it was prepared. Who else goes 
there goes by his own choice, refusing Christ, the 
way of life and salvation. This is the fourth thing. 

Vers, 11-15. The fifth matter told is of the Great 
White Throne judgment. The ‘‘thousand years” 
begin and end with a judgment seat, the former to 
determine which of the nations shall enter the king- 
dom, (Matt. xxv. 31-46) the latter to determine the 
state of those who, having died or having been slain 
in unrighteousness, are to be adjudged to their place 
forever. There is no one general judgment. Those 
that believe on the Lord Jesus Christ have already 
been judged and are forever with Him, Those on 
the earth that are righteous have their place, acquit- 
ted before God. All the dead are wicked and all the 
wicked are dead at this stage. So the dead are called 
up to be judged according to what they have done. 
Books are opened; the account with God is to be 
settled. If any one of these believed in Christ his 
name would be in the book of life. The book of life 
is there to show the righteousness of the judgment. 
No one can be lost whose name is there. If it were 
there he would not be in this company. Of course 
this is a figure, but it is a figure of an awful scene 
and fact. Who would be willing to take that place ? 
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None now livmg need do so, for Christ is still offered 
to give life and forgiveness of sins. In 2 Tim. iv. 1. 
the two judgments are mentioned, that of the living, 
at the appearing of Christ, and of the dead, in His 
kingdom, here at the end just before He delivers it 
up to the Father and God becomes all, and in all. 

And whosoever was not found written in the book 
of life was cast into the lake of fire; This is the sec- 
ond death. It cannot touch the one who is saved and 
redeemed ; it is inevitable to those rejecting Christ. 
Oh, the awfulness of it ! 

Death and hades delivered up their dead for judg- 
ment, and they both were cast into the lake of fire. 
There is no more death for the body nor hades for the 
spirit for any, but a perpetual judgment of God upon 
them, the lake from which there is no escape. God 
gives the warning that after death the judgment, and 
here it is. What a mercy that Christ died ! 
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CHAPTER. XXI. 


Ver.1. “And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth, for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed away and the sea was no more.” In Isa. lxv. 
17.-25. Jehovah declares He will make all things 
new, looking then to the earthly when Israel shall be 
restored no more to sin, which itself will be a new 
thing and shall come to pass in the kingdom of Christ 
during the thousand years. Im 2 Pet. iii. 10.-12. the 
day of the Lord is foretold ‘‘in the which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up.” And we 
are exhorted to be looking further on to “‘ the day of 
God, on which account the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat.” Thus we see that we enter, in this 
chapter, upon that day of God. 

During the present it is the Holy Spirit’s day; the 
millennium will be the day of the Lord; but when, 
having purged His kingdom of all that offends and 
given it up to the Father, Himself yields all, then 
God becomes all, Himself being God. Then shall the 
eternal condition begin, toward which all things of 
God and Christ have been looking and tending surely 
and steadily unhindered by, while waiting on, man. 

As it was God and man in Gen. i., so shall it be God 
and man again after redemption is complete. God 
shall have gotten back man ona new ground, the 
new creation in Christ Jesus, wherein there can be 
no failure and wherein there is no flaw. Then that 
which was written in the book concerning Christ 
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shali all be filled up. He shali have seen of the 
travail of His soul and have been satisfied for the 
heavens and the earth, disclosed during the flow of 
the thousand years. 

But those in heaven and earth having become new 
on a new foundation and eternal standing, God will 
make the habitation of each of these, the heavenly 
and the earthly, new. The heavens have been the 
abode of wicked spirits who have fought against 
Christ and His heavenly ones, and the earth, too, has 
been for thousands of years the scene of all their 
works. ‘‘The heavens are not clean in His sight” 
(Job xv. 15.). Everything has been defiled, so that 
He must make new all things, as He did after Gen. 
i. 2., when the heavens and the earth which He had 
created had become empty and a ruin. 

His resources are limitless; as He says in Isa. xlv. 
%.: “I form the light and create darkness; I make 
peace and create evil ;” that is, in the way of judg- 
ment. And surely we have seen all this in the pre- 
ceding chapters. ‘For thus saith Jehovah that 
created the heavens, God Himself, that formed the 
earth and made it; He hath established it. He cre- 
ated it not a ruin; He founded it to be inhabited. I 
am Jehovah and there is none else” (Isa. xlv. 18.).. 
So the new inhabitants of heaven and earth must 
have the new heaven and the new earth, wherein 
righteousness dwells as the atmosphere of the whole. 
He is to come to the new earth Himself to tabernacle 
in it; so it must be fitted for Him, as every element 
of the tabernacle in the wilderness must be holy and 
all its vessels holy. 

‘The sea, that has separated and been the tomb of 
nations and of myriads, shall be no more, for all it 
told of trouble and unrest, of casting up mire and 
dirt, of raging and violence, of the leviathan (Job 
xli. 1, Ps, lxxiv. 14.), of the dragon (Isa. xxvii. 1.), 
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pictures of Satan raging among men, must be forevet 
forgotten. The exceeding richness of God’s grace, 
His kindness towards us through Christ Jesus, shall 
be told to the ages, and nought of the thought or type 
of evil shall be extended into the final, the everlast- 
ing ages. God can and will make eternity a eumu- 
lative and springing joy by banishing all that tells of 
there having been a past of woe and bitterness. The 
first are passed away, and there was no more sea. 

Ver. 2. ‘‘And I, John, saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” It is 
the bride of chapter xix. 7.; the sitters on the thrones 
of chapters iv. v. and xx. 4., the assembly of God 
of Ephesians, the body of Christ; the habitation of 
God, now, by the Spirit; growing into a holy temple 
for Him (Ephes. ii.21., 22.); the chaste virgin espoused 
to one Husband (2 Cor. xi. 2); that all through her 
sojourn in the earth was reminded of her heavenly 
calling and citizenship; of whom the world was not 
worthy, as defiled by sin, but now fit for her cleansed 
and ever clean feet. 

The defiled and defiling workmanship of Satan had 
been cast aside and himself into the abyss, and she 
comes down, seen in the array which the world dur- 
ing her stay in it could not behold or appreciate. It 
was dazzled by the mereiricious ornaments of the 
base imitation that called itself the bride of Christ, 
but was really a harlot parading the gains and allure- 
ments of her commerce with the world, as its mis- 
tress. The renewed world can understand all the 
beauty put upon this one by Christ; and she must be 
displayed for His honor, that the world may believe 
that He was sent of the Father and that she was 
loved as He was. 

Being of heaven while here, she was withdrawn 
while God dealt with the world, religious and politi- 
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cal, and its god and prince. Her coming down from 
heaven is the full expression of grace in God. He 
gave, He sent His only begotten Son. ‘‘ Every good 
and every perfect gift is from above and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness or shadow of turning.” She comes 
down out of heaven from God. While God was re- 
newing the heaven, the immediate earth-heaven, 
that which lies about the earth, and the earth, she 
has been with God above it all. But what a moment 
for the earth then! It is the actual confirming of its 
newness, showing that God has ever meant heaven 
and earth to be joined. Even inthe millennial state 
‘it shall come to pass in that day, saith Jehovah, I 
will bear the heavens and they shall bear the earth, 
and the earth shall bear the corn and the oil, and they 
shall bear Jezreel (the seed of God).” 

The bride is a city, as the harlot was that great, 
that wicked city Babylon. Cain began city build- 
ing, but it was out from the presence of God (Gen. 
iv. 16. 17), and God, when He brought His people 
into His own land which He had kept for them, had 
them build a city, Jerusalem, *‘founded in peace,” 
for His own house and for them that He might dwell 
among them. Men have ever turned to cities as the 
consummation of all that is valued of fellowship and 
wealth and comfort, in their way seeking to meet 
their need. 

And now that God has built a city on Christ Jesus, 
as the foundation and according to all that His own 
heart delights in, He brings it into the scene forever 
pure, the rich adornment of the whole, His workman- 
ship (poema), His poem, built with effort and with a 
wondrous design, conceived and purposed and car- 
ried out to perfection from the ages to the ages. The 
precious things of the heavens, the precious things of 
His counsels, the precious things of Christ Jesus the 
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Son of His love, all there; His manifold wisdom, the 
might of His power, the infinite expansion of His 
love, depth and height, length and breadth, all there. 
His glory through the ages of ages is to be manifested 
by the assembly, none short of the Son of God with 
the new name, the Head of it. 

‘And I heard a loud voice out of heaven, saying, 
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men and He 
will dwell! (fixedly) with them.” Before this, even 
in the millennium, the heavenly city has not touched 
the earth; it must be new before that could be. But 
now, God’s own abode, itishere among men. ‘And 
they (not limited to Israel or the assembly) shall be 
His peoples.” He takes them allin. None other live 
on the earth than redeemed ones. He has widened 
the boundaries of His operations and His joy and His 
fellowship. 

‘And He will wipe away every tear from out their 
eyes. And death shall be no more; neither mourn- 
ing nor crying nor pain shall be any more; for the 
former things departed.” Everything result of sin 
has departed forever. ‘‘He that sitteth upon the 
heavens, above all this, says, behold, I make all 
things new.” And then, as of old, wherein willing 
to give strong consolation He took an oath, here He 
fixes and establishes it by having it written ‘‘ Write ! 
for these words are faithful and true !” 

And, looking through all, as in the first creation, 
He pronounced all ‘‘ good.” He says, It is done! It 
is a different day from that of Gen. i. He has man 
again, but the enemy forever banished to his own 
place, and man never again to sin or to be deceived. 
The cross heard the words ‘‘It is finished!” centu- 
ries before, and God in His joy echoes that word. 
The work of the cross is justified, the long suffering 
of God is vindicated, the patience of the Lord Jesus 
and His saintsrewarded. Godsaysitis done and it is. 
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“Tam Alpha and Omega, (A and Z) the beginning 
and the end.” He had said this in the beginning of 
this revelation, chap. 1. 8., and the Lord Jesus has 
taken it up and repeated it as committed to Him to 
make true, and the whole book has revealed His 
right; and now God is all, and He repeats the 
phrase, the beginning and the end; all things pro- 
jected for this and carried forward without let, the 
end exhibiting all that the beginning anticipated. 
And seeing it all done, well done according to all 
His mind, the glad word of the gospel is given to be 
told out as we read it, for anyone who reads, a thing 
written in the midst of the revelation that any who 
will may enter into this joy; and he to be only 
athirst. As all is seen done the word of the gospel is 
made more simple, and God cleaves to His preroga- 
tive to ‘‘give,” not to require, not to sell and not 
with limitation. ‘To him that thirsts will I give of 
the fountain of the water of life freety.” The setting 
of this proclamation gives it a special prominence. 
How God wants men to be saved! How He wants 
all with Him in that glory here indicated! This, for 
the sinner. 

And this, for the saint: ‘‘ He that overcometh shall 
inherit these things.” Here is the display of them, 
the ‘all things” of God, wrought out through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Itis giving out 
the word from the full heart of God, and it is for the 
reader to-day ; a word here, then, for every one. 
With what a God we have to do! Accustomed to 
having everything through and in Christ, it is re- 
freshing to learn the same sweet lessons, to hear the 
same words of welcome and promise in the midst of 
the same where God is all, assuring us that the 
Father, the Son and the Spirit are one God, rich to- 
ward all who will take the gift of eternal life offered. 
It is as though God would open out all this consum- 
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mated bliss to confirm and press the offer of to-day. 
Ah! He is God all the way through, the same in 
grace and righteousness. 

“‘T will be his God and he shall be my son.” It is 
what He determined before the foundation of the 
ages; yearning for company, for relationship, for 
nearness and intimacy with those to whom He should 
give being. He called a son out of Egypt and led 
him as an infant and youth through the wilderness, 
bearing his ill manners, his slights, his rebellions, 
till Israel left his Father’s care to spend his living 
riotously. And then God called not ene nation as a 
son, but individuals as sons, compacting them into a 
body, securing such as believe in Christ for eternity. 
And now this offer of the son-place comes back to 
the conquerors through this scene of opposition from 
Satan and the world. He has raised up One who be- 
came man, and said to Him, ‘Thou art My Son”; 
One who overcame in all things and who is the pat- 
tern for us; and we in Him can overcome, simply 
standing to the truth. ‘‘ Possessing these things” is 
a marvelous prospect, and God’s joy in it an animat- 
ing incentive ; He to be our God and Father forever. 
All resources and all possibilities are there. 

‘‘But the cowardly and the unbelieving ;” this is 
what keeps away from Christ. It is fear to trust 
God. Christ’s own words, ‘‘He that heareth My 
word and believeth Him that sent Me hath everlast- 
ing life and cometh not into judgment,” will help in 
the understanding of this word. One of the first 
outgrowths of faith is ‘‘ virtue,” courage, the manli- 
ness of the new man (2 Pet. i. 5.), not the bastard 
pride of the old man that builds up its opposition to 
God and calls it manliness. The way of God is to 
get men out of that; and believing gets it and cour- 
age lives it; the heart strength of the man in Christ 
Jesus ‘‘proving what is that good and perfect and 
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acceptable will of God,” for He is the strength of our 
heart and our portion forevermore. This fearfulness 
is the ‘drawing back” of Heb. x. 38. 39. “unto perdi- 
tion,” but such as do this have not believed, or it 
would have been to salvation. They have learned 
the truth but would not take it. Taken, it is the 
power of God unto salvation. 

The fearful are classed with the abominable, and 
murderers, and unclean, and sorcerers, who play 
and ply with demons and idolators and all liars ; 
these, (being deceived by the antichrist and believing 
the lie and acting in it under Satan, the great liar 
from the beginning), shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death. God has said, ‘‘They that hate Me 
love death.” Is the prospect so alluring that any 
man should hold fast to himself and refuse Christ to 
secure this? Here, too, is the safety of the saints, 
immunity from all that grieves or defiles. 

And thus the description ends, but the scene, with 
its occupations and delights of both God and man, 
never ends. The best wine has been kept to the last ; 
God’s happiness and man’s happiness together, and 
complete and eternal. 

From ver. 9. to chap. xxiL 5., a description is given 
of the heavesly company in the millennium. This 
bears its own marks, distinguished from the first 
part of the chapter (1-8.), by recurring to God and 
the Lamb in heaven, and the assembly and Israel 
and the nations, for in the final and eternal state it is, 
as we have seen, God and man without divisions. 
The way of the Holy Spirit was to take us from chap. 
xv. along to chap. xxi. 8. consecutively, without 
break to the end. In this recital, a glance at the 
thousand years was given in chapter xx., but we 
who are asked to read this revelation have been 
picked out to reign with Christ in His day, to be 
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manifested with Him, to behold His glory, and it is 
needful that we should know these things, and so 
they are given. Besides, which is first in import- 
ance, God must in the word answer all the rejection 
of Jesus in the world, by showing the glory which 
He showed to Him. As He was transfigured on the 
mount, alone, while here, God gives us the transfigur- 
ation of those who are the first fruits of His labors, so 
we turn back from the day of God to gaze upon the 
manifestation of the glory of the day of the Lord. 

Ver. 9. ‘‘ And there came unto me one of the seven 
messengers who had the seven bowls that were filled 
with the seven last plagues, and talked with me, 
saying: Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the 
Lamb’s wife.” Itis the assembly of God in the glory 
of God, as it is to be throughout the thousand years, 
seen here once, as the former eternal condition is 
shown. It gives the beauty which belongs to it, and 
which Christ sees in if now, put upon it by Himself 
and unrecognized by the world. 

To see it aright an exceeding high mountain must 
be taken as the point of observation. Christ was 
accustomed to go up into a mountain to be in inter- 
course with the Father, having His spirit refreshed 
by the visions there; and, as not of the world, the 
high mountain gives the true offlook. In the fresh- 
ness of His work in its opening among the Jews, He 
went up into a mountain, itself suggestive of a king- 
dom, and there told out (Matt. v.—vii.) the prineiples 
of the kingdom He will establish on the earth. From 
that eminence He could point downward. But here 
we look upward to see the city, the holy Jerusalem 
coming down out of heaven from God, having the 
glery of God. We have seen it come down to the 
new earth ; here it is over the earth ; for it is the old 
earth yet, and the glory shines above. Ail glory on 
this earth has been veiled, the tabernacle and its 
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holiest, and the Son of God tabernacling in the 
flesh. 

Her light, or rather lustre, was like unto a stone 
most precious, as a jasper, diamond, crystalling, 
scintillating as the facets of a diamond, all glories 
reflected. It is being glorified together with Christ 
shedding lustre everywhere for His sake. It is the 
same stone, the jasper, that was the hikeness of Him 
who sat upon the Throne in the first opening of 
heaven, in chap. iv., there, the sardius accompanying 
it as a likeness of God, for bright and glorious as He 
is in heaven, seen from man’s side there is the red- 
ness of blood and of man, the Son of Man, and the 
opacity of the stone, man failing to see the glory of 
God in itself. But here the city, the bride, shines 
out the light of God. We are now to walk in the 
light, to be imitators of God as dear children; to 
glorify God; to adern the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things; we are now unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places to show the manifold wis- 
dom of God and in the ages to come the exceeding 
richness of His grace. So every element of beauty 
there displayed is according to what is written for 
our walk and testimony while we await that glory. 
All will coine out there that is wrought in here. If 
we are to work out by self-emptiness here the salva- 
tion which God works in us, much more in the season 
of display shall that salvation be to the glory of 
Christ and of God. Thus “that great etty” has ‘the 
glory of God.” 

Ver. 12. “It hada wall great and high and had 
twelve gates and names written thereon, which are 
the names of the twelve tribes of the children of 
Israel.” A wall stands between a city and the sur- 
rounding country. And this wall bears the marks of 
the earthly people of God. The names on the gates 
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the wall have on them the names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb, who were not the apostles of 
the assembly of God, that being committed as a rev- 
elation and a trust to the apostle Paul definitively. 
In the reign of Christ these apostles are to sit on 
twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel 
(Matt. xix. 28.) The gate is the place of judgment. 
The angels at the gates seem to confirm this, as all 
that pertained to Israel was by their ministration. 
In all this third part of the book, and especially 
where Israel or the remnant of the Jews, the believ- 
ing ones, were involved, angeis have played an im- 
portant part. Israel never had the place of peculiar 
intimacy that the assembly had, of being in Christ 
members of His body and partakers of the heavenly 
calling. Even where “the angels of the assemblies” 
are mentioned it is to show that it is their earthly 
aspect, asif standing to be judged in their representa- 
tives, as every corporation must have a ‘‘soie” in 
order to be sued or tried. In the number of gates, 
twelve, there is also a reference to Israel. The gates 
are open, as expressive of the freedom and safety, 
for there is no night there, and the three on each 
side, the divine number, show that all is of God. 
The golden reed, the standard of Divine righteous- 
ness, measured the city and the gates and the wall. 
Allis perfection there, the glory of God. 

The city representing the church (assembly) has 
three dimensions, and isa cube giving a heavenly 
dimension, height, while the wall has but two, mak- 
ing a square, asuperficies, telling of the earth. The 
measure of the wall was one hundred and forty-four 
cubits, the measure of a man, earth, and this is 
not said of the city. The wall being “great and 
high,” would, according to Israel, be exalted above 
the nations which are outside. The city is the bride, 
the walls encloseher. The wall, like the light of the 
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city, is of jasper, the diamond, most precious of all 
stones, made ef pure carbon, a condition of matter 
produced by the action of heat (as both the assembly 
and Israel have had the judgment of fire, the cross), 
and then crystallized into hardness that is everlast- 
ing; not to be destroyed or even injured; as the 
Holy Spirit has formed the assembly from the world, 
and the Spirit of God poured out (Joel ii. 28.), shall 
form a new Israel to abide forever. The diamond 
displays all this. 

Isa. lxii. 2.-5. ‘‘ The nations shall see thy righteous- 
ness and all kings thy glory. Thou shalt also be a 
crown of beauty in the hand of Jehovan, and a royal 
diadem in the hand of thy God.” (Zech. ix. 16.) 
“Wor they shall be as stones of a crown, lifted up as 
an ensign, (glittering) upon His land.” As to the 
assembly, it is one, flashing the brilliancy of the 
diamond. Israelis twelve and has twelve precious 
stones. The city was pure gold, righteousness that 
is of God, as all that enclosed the holy and holiest in 
the tabernacle where God resided was of gold, and 
the ark and mercy seat, His dwelling place, were 
covered with pure gold. The assembly is the tab- 
ernacle of God, and so is absolutely according to His 
mind. The gold was clear as glass, the light of God 
to shine through it on the nations that walk in the 
light of it. 

The foundations of the wall of the city were gar- 
nished with all manner of precious stones, the same, 
with a few modifications of names as those upon the 
breastplate of the high priest. (Ex. xxviii.) In 
their order they were arranged differently, as the 
tribes of Israel are not always named in the same 
order. The first was jasper, already described ; the 
second sapphire, blue; the third chalcedony, grey- 
ish ; the fourth emerald, green ; the fifth sardonyx, 
pink like the finger nail; the sixth sardius, red ; 

182 


the seventh chrysolite, goldstone ; the eighth beryl, 
sea green ; the ninth topaz, yellow ; the tenth chrys- 
oprasus, gold with greenish hue, leek ; the eleventh 
jacinth, purple ; the twelfth, amethyst, violet. As 
the b plate of old shone in the light and the 
presence of God, so now God would have the glory 
and beauty displayed to the world ; there is nothing 
hidden that shall not be revealed ; God’s delights 
must be justified. All things were set in the begin- 
ning according to what He had in Christ Jesus. 
Transparent as glass were the streets of gold ; no 
dimness in the way and walk of the assembly on 
high. The holiness of God has abounded in the ex- 
ceeding riches of His grace, reigning through right- 
eousness unto eternal life. It shall tell out all that 
He is. 

Ver. 23. And this is given next, for there was no 
temple in the city as there were no people, itself be- 
ing the people and the temple; and Jehovah, God, 
the Almighty, the power of whose might was put 
forth in raising Jesus from the dead, and us in Him, 
is the temple with the Lamb. And so it needed 
neither sun nor moon, for the glory of God did lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the light bearer of it. It is all of 
God, through Christ here revealed, as to the method 
of it being accomplished as the Lamb. In the new 
heaven and new earth, and the revelation of the new 
Jerusalem, all being eternally fixed, the Lamb does 
not appear, as we have noticed before. Inthe former 
all is for display ; the nations of the saved, therefore, 
walking in itslight, whileim the latter, the eternal con- 
dition, there is given what it is in itself as the tent of 
God and its own enjoyment of Him and with Him. 
And this would be naturally so, for the millennium is 
yet a part of the conditions of the present heaven 
and earth, the last of the ages preceding the eternal 
joy and blessedness, marked off by its character as 

183 


not a part of a series, but that to which all dispensa- 
tions lead, itself not a dispensation, but as the ocean 
into which all rivers run. 

The iniquitous kings joined with the beast and the 
false prophet having been destroyed, the kings of 
the earth now bring their glory unto this wonderful 
nation and city of the King, as those kings prostrated 
their all at the feet of the false king and lost; for 
they, themselves, were lost. The nations too, bring 
their glory and honor unto it. God has purposed that 
all shall confess Jesus Lord to His own glory. The 
gates are never shut; the sign not only of safety but 
of the openness of God’s grace. And nothing shall 
enter that defiles nor works abomination or a lie: a 
scene without a lie! infinite contrast with all where 
Satan has wrought; when all was alie under the 
pouring out of the seventh bowl! All these are writ- 
ten in the Lamb’s book of life; no one is there by 
nature or his own righteousness or the culture of 
himself or by any other way than the righteousness 
without works through Jesus Christ, the Lord. 
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CHAPTER XXTi. 


Yer. 1. ‘“‘ And he showed me a pure river of water 
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb.” 

This would naturally lead us to Ezek. xlvii., where 
waters are seen issuing from the threshold of the 
temple in Jerusalem, in the millennium, only that is 
of the earth, while this is from the throne of God in 
heaven, flowing down through the street of the city. 
As but one street is named here and in the former 
chapter, it would seem that it lay around the city be- 
tween it and the wall. No mention is made of in- 
habitants in this millennial city, nor of ‘‘ walking the 
golden streets ” which we find sometimes in hymns, 
as there are neither streets nor walkers. Butif the 
city be the assembly in the glory, the street would be 
the channel through which the blessings of the city 
flow to others, and if it be between the city and the 
wall it would show how God will make amends to 
the Gentile world for all the failure of Israel to bless 
the world when first established, and throughout 
their sad history on earth, the fountain of the spirit- 
ual blessings being the throne of God, and thence, 
through both the heavenly saints and Israel, flowing 
out to all. 

And here, too, the tree of life is found from which 
man was shut out when he had sinned, but now the 
redeemed both of heaven and earth become the re- 
ceptacle, the almoner of its benefits in fruit for Israel 
and leaves for the Gentiles, food and healing, re- 
spectively. All withdrawals of blessing in the past 
have been only temporary, to be re-established in and 
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under Christ. The old man was worthless ; the new . 
fully trustworthy and competent for all God’s pur- 
poses of grace and glory. 

What a day for God; for Christ; for man re- 
deemed! From being shut out from partaking, to 
being bearers to others of this life, shows God’s heart 
all through and His patience in waiting to carry out 
His ways. Looked at as He may be, He is exhaust- 
less in love, in wisdom, in tenderness, in long-suffer- 
ing, and in the persistency to press all grace and the 
fellowship of His joy. 

And to aceomplish all, He has laid help upon One 
supremely able to bring to pass all His wealthy and 
weighty designs. Tried in every way while here, 
and walking in perfect obedience, Jesus gave up His 
life under the wrath of God, justifying Him in His 
judgment on sin and announcing Him holy in for- 
saking Him as sin bearer. As a lamb led to the 
slaughter, He opened not His mouth. Now, all is 
seen flowing out from God and the Lamb. 

‘“And there shall be no more curse; but the throne 
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it,” abiding 
throughout the thousand years, establishing and 
keeping everything in righteousness. God no more 
leaving the earth; and the heavens purged from the 
malign spirits that dwell there; thus insuring all 
things for peace and truth. 

‘‘And His servants shall serve Him; and they shall 
see His face; and His name shall be upon their fore- 
heads.” The service of Christ; the face of Christ; 
the name of Christ upon their foreheads! No failure 
in service then, in the light of His countenance nor 
in showing out His name everywhere! What a 
preparation for the eternal scene that follows is this 
millennium of unintermitted intereourse and true 
service of Him who redeemed them! 

“‘And there shall be night no more; and they need 
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No light of lamp, neither light of sun.” The night 
and the day are alike to Him and to them, “for the 
Lord God shall give them light; and they shall reign 
forever and ever.” 

Thus ends the revelation; and not one thing over- 
looked, no living being unaccounted for since the 
first day of Genesis. Grace and righteousness are 
vindicated. God has acted according to Himself and 
has made Himself known as He is, Light and Love, 
calling into exercise infinite power and wisdom and 
all resources of compassion and tenderness and pa- 
tience. And the new creation, the new man, the new 
heaven and the new earth justify all His labor and 
endurance. With centuries and ages to work in, He 
has wrought for eternity, wherein there shall be 
growth and disclosures but no reversals, no shadow 
of turning and no upbraidings, and on the part of 
man no failure, no defilings, no sin and no shame. 

‘‘And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful 
and true.” In every particular they have contra- 
dicted and reversed the sayings of man for eighteen 
centuries running alongside of all he has uttered and 
done to let him know God’s estimate of all that he is 
and the end of all his thoughts. Taking up the three 
great divisions which He has made of man, the 
assembly of God, the Jews and the Gentiles, He has 
passed before us His solemn judgment of them, 
bringing to light the hidden things of darkness, 
measuring everything according to the Standard of 
all excellence, the One pointed out through all revela- 
tions from Himself as that standard, that none might 
mistake or be ignorant. Pleading with men the love 
and longings of His own heart; restraining where 
extinction would have resulted; revealing, so as to 
divert and occupy the heart and mind with His 
things, without effect; the veil has been lifted here 
as to the final audit and the eternal settlement of ac- 
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counts between Himself and man; for man has used 
and abused to the utmost the earth, time, health, in- 
tellect, moral sense, vigor, strength, all the bestowals 
of God, for ruin only. 

And here is the destiny of man. Beginning with 
the assembly, redeemed and formed peculiarly for 
His abode here, He has told through all its stages 
what He thinks of it; a history that should silence 
every boast and put to shame every assumption. 
Was ever story more sad and bitter? In every age, 
“space to repent” given; overtures of blessing 
pressed; rewards offered; the path of truth made 
plain; the position of the Lord Jesus, whose name it 
bore, clearly shown. But the decline and the boast- 
ing have gone on together and God’s thoughts have 
been unheeded, till now a little space is offered to 
consider, to accept rebuke and chastening, to hear 
what the Spirit says. 

Opening the book, sealed to man, of all that is to 
take place on to eternal ages, that we may see the 
results of all present movements, He would have 
these facts of God, with whom all periods are pres- 
ent, plead with all their fearful hardenings, their in- 
evitable results, their recitals of doom. 

In an age of increasing levity these sayings come 
with solemnity to assert that as God’s earth is God’s, 
so God’s heaven is God’s. He has not let all run 
adrift there, if man has thought so here. There He 
must reside, if consenting to be driven out of this for 
a time to show man his ruin, that he might be saved 
from it. 

And man has thought Him such an one as himself, 
liking what he projects and likes and does; glorified 
in his development and use of all God’s gifts ; going 
on with his greed and selfishness and passions; as- 
senting to his decisions and happy in their results. 
And he has flung into obscurity this book ; sealing 
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that which the Lord Jesus who died for man, un- 
sealed ; neglecting every saying here though bless- 
ing is pronounced from God npon reading and keep- 
ing them ; and an especial caveat is entered against 
calling it difficult or adding to or taking from it and 
its meanings. It speaks in a sign language primitive 
and simple, and like a child’s tongue, that makes it 
universal, so that it would cling to the mind if read 
and cared for, leading to salvation by warnings and 
entreaties, proving itself of God, wholly and only. 
There is no book whose figures of speech stick to the 
memory like those of this book. In face of all man 
says, these are the true sayings of God. 

And this may be the reason it is not read ; not be- 
cause they are obscure sayings but true sayings, and 
of God. It were well to inquire into this, for the 
natural man “‘savors not the things that are of God.” 
He has no taste for them nor desire to hear. The 
mind of the flesh is enmity against God. 

“And Jehovah, the God of the spirits of the 
prophets, sent His messenger to show unto His ser- 
vants the things which must shortly come to pass.” 
Again and again has this been told, and now the 
closing words reiterate the origin and authority of 
all. No messenger could foresee and tell it, none 
could weigh actions of men and define tendencies. 
The same One that spoke through prophets of other 
days in Old and New Testaments, speaks here and 
after the same manner; thus binding as a whole all 
that has been given from Moses down. Jesus having 
received all this from God, and then given it to His 
servant John, Jehovah sets His stamp upon it, con- 
firming every word of it. And these things shall 
come to pass with speed. One short period of seven 
years, literal ones, from the opening of the seals, 
chap. vi., shall bring down Christ Jesus to take au- 
thority and displace the first man from that place 
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forever. One short moment and all may begin, by 
His coming to meet His own of the heavens, in the 
air! The glory lingers, and it is as though we could 
reach out our hands and touch it. If we act accord- 
ing to our heavenly calling how natural it all will 
seem and be. 

“And behold I come with speed. Happy he that 
keeps the prophecy of this book!” What impres- 
siveness when God passes judgment on His own 
book! His word can never return unto Him void, 
for it is not void when it comes from Him. This 
word ‘‘I come speedily” is given three times. Here 
it has to do with our wulk ; simply keeping the say- 
ings of the book, walking by this rule. Andit is com- 
petent for all purposes. All fruit bearing is for Him, 
and all is pressed upon our atiention by the expecta- 
tion of His coming. 

This, too, is the last word of His messenger, so 
completely according to the character of the messen- 
ger that one hears it as though from Himself, while 
it is the word of his Lord and our Head. In this 
book the truth comes out thus clearly and the place 
of every one. Thus the angels have nothing of their 
own to deliver, but they are only perfect messengers 
doing His commandments, hearkening unto the voice 
of His word; and so their utterance is His, and we 
hear His voice saying ‘‘I come.” 

And so clearly was it thus that John, as he heard, 
took the messenger for his Lord, and fell down to 
worship before his feet, a mistake which intimates 
the faithfulness of the servant to the word. But it 
also brings forth his faithfulness to God, who at once 
announces himself as a fellow servant, and of his 
brethren the prophets ; but worship belongs to God 
only. And the full display of God throughout this 
book must add emphasis to that. 

Unlike Daniel, who was told to seal up his visions 
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and revelations for the time was afar off, John fs 
told not to seal his for the time ig at hand. N othing 
more is to be told after these, and the time is near. 
It was there at once, upon the rapture of the saints 2 
and it is now. And that rapture we are bound to 
hold as the first thing. As we are not placed on any 
expectation of time and seasons nor historic events 
nor dates, nothing could better keep us to it in 
simplicity than this word, ‘‘the time is at hand.” All 
is over ; the religious thing is judged. It is simply 
a question of the Judge arising to enter upon the 
execution of judgment. How critical the moment is 
when there is nothing to wait for, thus! We have 
come to the end ; for nothing improves or gets back 
to what was lost, excepting that there may be those 
who overcome, at any stage. All building up is 
building away from God and the time is a forfeit. 

“ He that is doing evil, let him do evil still ; and he 
that is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is 
righteous, let him be righteous still; and he that is 
holy, let him be holy still.” The moment Christ takes 
His own to Himself all is irrevocably fixed and there 
is no appeal. How wondrously clear the announce- 
ment of the gospel is now ; and sin cannot stand in 
the way of salvation, seeing Christ has settled that 
question before God for every one who believes on 
Him, and that alone. Everything gathers an in- 
tense solemnity and awful meaning. There is no 
trifling, no lightness in allthis! The Judge stands 
at the door. Will heed be taken to this ? 

A second time He announces, Behold, I come with 
speed! and this with reference to service, for His 
reward is with Him to render to every one accord- 
ing to His work. How consonant with the great 
general principle in dealing with man as stated in 
Rom. ii. 6.-11., and with saints in 1 Cor. iii, 12.-16. 

And now He, the Lord, announces Himself, all that 
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God did in chap. i. 8., A and Z, the beginning and 
the end. And such He was in Gen. iii., the One in 
God’s mind through whom He could pledge redemp- 
tion ; and through all the years of man’s failure He 
was the One on whom God leaned and in whom He 
rested to accomplish all things for Him. He is end 
as He is the beginning, for Jehovah possessed Him 
in the beginning of His ways. All this is demon- 
strated, and He rightfully declares His place accord- 
ing the Divine pedigree, Himself the First in all 
God’s thoughts, and all things to bring Him out in 
the closing up, as God’s end from the beginning. 

The new creation is founded on Him, and it shall 
tell out His worth, and all shall honor the Son as 
they honor the Father, for He is God, though during 
the millennium it is rather God and the Lamb, for 
till allis purged out that offends and the kingdom 
is delivered up to the Father, this character of the 
Lamb as the reason of all, the little Lamb of chap. v. 
is seen. 

In these closing words of application, it is needful 
to state again the way of life, the simplicity of it all, 
the virtue of Christ’s death, and thus it is given: 
‘*Blessed are they that have washed their robes, 
that they may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city.” This is for 
the present time, for the city is the assembly of God, 
the bride on high. And all is just where every 
epistle places the matter, and from the day of Peter 
at the opening of Pentecost until now this is the way, 
the precious blood of Christ. There is no washing 
save in Him. If judgment confirms the cross, salva- 
tion comes by it, and is offered even here and now. 
God keeps true to the word to Abel of righteousness 
through death, who being dead yet speaketh ; and 
to-day, he who rests on the blood has forgiveness 
of sins ; is brought nigh to God ; is made a new man ; 
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is brought into the holiest ; into the presence of God 
as a son; is set apart forever unto Him. The robes 
have to do with the walk, and the work of Christ ac- 
complishes all that, for we walk in Him and as He 
walked. 

‘‘For without are dogs,” unclean, unsaved, ‘‘and 
the sorcerers, the fornicators, and the murderers and 
the idolators, and whosoever loves and makes a lie.” 
The nature is first named, and then the conduct 
flowing from it. What would such do in the city ? 
What but a torment wouldit betothem ? Men want 
God to give them heaven as a place to be just what 
they are with all their lusts and sins; a reprieve 
from death, the penalty of sin. They want sim- 
ply to be safe, not saved, for that means delivered 
from themselves, made new. The blood does all; 
outside of that is outside of all that isof God. Em- 
phasis is first laid on lying, loving it or making it, 
for the first thing that deceived man was a lie, and 
the last thing on earth before Christ comes down 
(chap. xix.) was a universal lie, the bow] poured out 
in the air and all become false, men following and 
believing the lie and the liar. What a title has 
Christ, the Truth! And what a world without a lie 
in it; all brought to pass through Him! For with- 
out are the lovers and makers of the lie. 

And now Jesus Himself certifies to all that is given 
by saying He sent His messenger to testify these 
things in the assemblies. Was ever anywhere in 
the scriptures any portion so guarded and impressed 
upon the reader as of God and Christ and of such 
grave importance, as this book? And yet it is the 
least read of all the scriptures. It is even declared to 
be beyond understanding and that it ought not to be 
read. Such language betrays those who use it, show- 
ing that they depend upon human ability and human 
learning for understanding the word of God, He 
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has never meant it for such handling, and it never 
comes forth from such handling without the defiling 
of the hand that touched it. Were they to whom it 
was first given scholars and philosophers or simple 
believers in Christ and so children of God? Were 
they that were hunted as the filth of the world and 
the offscouring of all things noble among men, or 
they that sought the caves and dens of the earth for 
the truth’s sake men of pre-eminent abilities and 
stores of learning ? Could it mean this, when the 
requisite in the first chapter is that they read and 
hear in order to keep the things written here ? 

And then the Lord announces Himself as the ful- 
ness of all that is needed for waiting ones, both of 
the Jews and the assembly. ‘‘I am the root and 
offspring of David, the bright and Morning Star.” 
It is of unspeakable worth to have it from Himself. 
He was David’s Son and David’s Lord, and His 
throne as such is established as long as the earth en- 
dures, And to us he is the bright and Morning Star, 
the day star of 2 Pet. i. 19., and the morning star of 
chap. ii. 28, disappearing when the day opens, as we 
shall, being caught to be with Him. No hope placed 
on Him can fail. 

And here, as in chap. 1. 5., when He is announced 
the response of the heart is called out; there the . 
ascription of praise to Him who loves us; here, the 
cry from the Spirit and the bride, the assembly, to 
Him, ‘‘Come!” It is our cry to-day as He is men- 
tioned, ‘‘Come!” And let him that hears say 
“Come!” joining in the word of longing to Him thus, 
for nought but His coming will do; all is complete 
then, Itis the proper word, the only one. The Holy 
Spirit who is bearing us along to Him joins in this 
cry, breathes it in us still more deeply as the days 
shorten. 

Meanwhile the cry goes out to the world, the fullest 
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and simplest expression of the gospel of the grace of 
God, ‘‘ Let him that is athirst come; and whosoever 
will, let him fake the water of life freely.” This is 
of God, who cannot close this closing book of His 
word without the free offer to any to take the water 
of life, to be saved. He wants alland He waits upon 
them. This word ‘‘ take” seems to be given to meet 
those who might say that they do not know whether 
they thirst or not, so much are many accustomed to 
introspection, a thing that the scriptures never en- 
courage. It is as though one would go witha ship 
load of bread to a famished company, offering first 
to those who are hungry, and then heaving up a 
basket full and throwing the loaves broadcast would 
say, ‘‘ Here, then, anybody who will, take!” How 
delightful all this is! And what a book God’s word 
is that begins with the first sinners, with clothing 
them with robes fit for His presence and closes with 
‘‘whosoever will, let him take.” Nothing can get 
ahead of God; not sin nor want. They are but ap- 
peals and occasions for His abounding grace. 
What a God is ours! 

And now He proceeds to lock up the word from 
meddling hands that would defeat its purpose by 
adding human thought or stripping it of its force and 
fulness. Hands are bidden off under severest penal- 
ties which are herein written. None ever does touch 
anything of God without defiling or weakening or 
rendering it of no effect. God leaves it open for all 
to use and be blest in it freely, but warns off all who 

would blunt the edge of the sword of the Spirit or 
who would pare down His word to suit his wishes 
or fancy. It is perfection as it stands. 

It was needful that this guard should be placed 
about such a book, which gives account of the final 
battle between good and evil which has been waged 
since Satan deceived man and God interposed in 
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grace to save him. For, as with many a conquered 
adversary who forecasts his doom, false accounts of 
fictitious victories on his side and jumbled accounts 
of his foe’s victories are common, so here Satan 
would change the whole account, still to deceive and 
blind man as to all his actions. And it has been 
done more in this book than in any of the books of 
God’s word, and every effort has been put forth to 
make it unintelligible. But God has brought out 
from all the years of darkness a clean book now at 
the last, to warn and encourage and fully enlighten 
His children. 

What momentous subjects have been discussed in 
the full light of God, as the Judgment Day has been 
carried through the whole! There is God upon His 
throne speaking with the authority of no precarious 
or borrowed right to adjudicate, but with the sim- 
plicity and sublimity of a well established and under- 
stood supremacy of power, unalterable in its edicts. 
There is Christ in the varied characters and guises 
He has used, ever present, as the Priest, the Mighty 
Angel, the Son of God, the King of Nations, the un- 
eonquerable Warrior, the immaculate Judge, the 
Lion, the fulfiller and fulfilment of all prophecies, the 
final cause of all the movements in their resistless 
course ; then the slain Lamb, the crucified One, the 
Saviour, the Lord, waiting on and for the sinner, still 
to save. There are principalities and powers, the 
heavenly attendants and ministers of the Majesty of 
the highest court. There are demons and spirits of 
wickedness in all their malignity. There are the 
nations of the earth, their monarchs and subjects of — 
all grades. Heaven, the abyss, the lake of fire, with 
their occupants are there. 

Then there are all the spiritual and moral elements 
of the word, and of all history ; the purest joy, the 
richest praise, the matchless love, the tenderest so- 
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licitude and care, the widest intelligence, the mosi 
profound worship, the uncovered woe, the acutely 
awakened fear, the boasting and bravado, the curs- 
ing and bitterness of hate, powerless in the end. No 
themes have ever been taken up and settled accord- 
ing to righteousness and truth as these are; and these 
decisions abide. No such happiness and grief have 
ever been depicted elsewhere ; no righteousness and 
holiness pure and clear as the light, such as here. We 
learn what truth is by seeing everything laid bare 
here in the presence of God. It is pure truth, and 
every lie is exposed. It is pure holiness, and all un- 
cleanness is made known. It has taken up subjects 
familiar by underlying all scriptures of God, and 
bringing every one to the end foretold and fore- 
warned of, bringing God and man together right- 
eously, and to abide with no breach forever, and 
placing him who brought in all woe in his place, 
harmless forevermore. 

And all that is in the book is told with the simple 
language of a child, or of a mere messenger knowing 
nothing but how to repeat that with which he is 
charged. We certify who receive it that it bears its 
own proofs throughout, of being his message and not 
the creation of his own mind. Neither the heavenly 
nor the earthly messenger could have conceived these 
things ; the grasp, the minute fitting in of every line 
to all that is in the previous books, the holinegs, are 
of Him who gave the revelation, and are well mani- 
fest and used for Him of whom all this is the revela- 
tion, who here is shown to be throughout the whole 
book of God, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-— 
day and forever, the first and the last with God and | 
for us. 

And He, testifying all these things, makes us un- 
derstand that there can be no more revelations from 
God, by adding ‘‘I come quickly.” This, to keep us 
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on the watch, as the former two announcements were 
for walk and service. This is, then, the one thing to 
hold us faithful in all things, to engage and comfort 
the heart, to inspire the courage, to lift the halting, 
lingering feet as we go on to be greeted in a moment 
by His own face! With this word we may well re- 
view and judge all service, all so soon to be brought 
out as noted by Him, 

But why should not the word, which by this sign 
is complete, be our standard of worship, walk, 
prayer, service to Him and to one another, now ? 
As it is, sois all the judgment which shall be. The 
believer can never be judged again as to his person, 
his acceptance with God ; he is as Christ is, always. 
But all that he has done must be assized ; and by the 
word of God he has the judgment set all the way, 
that he may meet the coming Lord with delight. 
But no thought of our imperfections need hinder us 
from waiting with longing for Him. 

“‘Hiven so, come, Lord Jesus!” is but the natural 
response to His own cry, heart answering to heart. 
We, the assembly of God, who had first to do with 
Christ in resurrection, will be the first to greet Him, 
and we are the ones charged with this cry, ‘‘Come, 
Lord Jesus!” It is for His own sake, that He may 
cease to be dishonored and may have His own throne. 
It is for our own sake, His body, His bride, to get the 
place as a unit, meant for us with Him, our true 
manifestation of life. It is for poor Israel, scattered 
and lost, to be found and re-established by Him, It 
is for creation, groaning and travailing in pain until 
now. Itis that Satan and his world and his repre- 
sentative the antichrist may be forever dethroned. 
It is that God may, at last, be all in all. 

We who are brought to God, who stand in Christ, 
who are to ask freely in His name, as having all that’ 
is His and embracing these things in our prayers, 

198 





La Vex Lid) 
who are told ern 9, lig ‘ean! 


abeéording to 
our Father’s will we have, we, the only ones to oe 
all His secrets are made known, who have found ou 
place accredited to the full in the twenty-four ldots 
in this book as being nearest and most in company 
with the Throne and its purposes; we, who being the 
bride of Christ would naturally have deepest and 
most intense interest in His movements, and espe- 
cially with reference to ourselves, we are to know 
the first thing said to the woman, in its power, “thy 
desire shall be to thy husband” now, up to the last 
moment before His coming, holding this true as the 
only thing for which we are here. And therefore, 
whatever else we may ask for, whether for saint or 
sinner or for Him, all shall proceed from this longing, 
look to this consummation; for we have no reason 
for being apart from His person. All living is for 
Him; all hope, Himself; all enjoyment, what He 
likes; all heaven, being with Him. 

In getting Him, we get Him for all other aching 
hearts, unfinished purposes, unstayed evils and evil 
doers. How can He come in His glory until He has 
his own personal heari-glory to begin with ? for ‘‘the 
woman is the glory of the man.” There are so many 
secrets to be clearly unfolded. But the first one, 
conceived before the ages, is ourselves in relation to 
Christ, the great one (Ephes, v. 32.). This must be 
first manifested in its true place, not here, for none 
understood it while here (Col. iii. 4, 1 John iii. 2. 3.), 
but with Him in the place for which we are formed; 
and then all others shall be brought to light in their 
times. 

It is peculiar how the first thing that was said of 
and for the man was that it was not good for him to 
be alone; and all God’s ways through the word of 
God have been moving to meet that need for Him 
who was thought of in the utterance of whom the 
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first man was ‘the type” (Rom. v. 21.), is met and 
responded to as an antiphonal by this cry of the one 
builded for Him. (Gen. ii. 22. Heb. “‘ builded into a 
woman.”) The scriptures begin and end with the 
same topic. And Christ’s reward is first of all a 
personal one, and we are that reward. Is anything 
richer than that ? 

And now, beloved in the Lord, how do the words 
“‘T will come again and receive you unto myself” 
affect you? Is your heart responding unto this, and 
are you entering into the value of that coming? 
There is nothing between us and that; and there has 
been nothing between for hundreds of years except 
the building of the assembly of God; and that may 
be closed to-day. The coming of the Son of God to 
receive us in the air was the one thing looked for in 
the first days of the assembly, and it is the one thing 
now, intensified in importance by the long reign of 
Satan and apostasy, demonstrating more clearly the 
utter ruin of everything. 

We find His stay in the heavens is not “delay” 
nor ‘‘slackness concerning His promise,” but only 
grace, long-suffering grace ; to be requited by more 
ungodliness, blasphemy and hatred. But grace will 
justify God in leaving man without excuse in that 
day. 

Would it not be beyond thought precious to-day to 
have stopped all grieving of the Spirit, all actings of 
the flesh, all failure, all sinning, all knowing in part ; 
to have all real which is now held by faith? What 
keeps all these back? His waiting in the heavens. 

What forgotten features of His love shall be re- 
called then ; what new ones disclosed that we never 
discovered in the word because of the dimness of our 
vision! What a flash of light on the scriptures that 
we have held with joy in anticipation! As the year 
of jubilee brought back to Israelites all they had 
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failed to hold deing the years before, so. will’ His 
coming enrich us fully; and give back, too, those 
“put to sleep through Jesus” whom we gave to Ifis 
arms, but could have spared to none other ! 

Do not let us fear the thought of impatience. There 
is no impatience in the cry that we utter in company 
with the Holy Spirit and which is given in the word 
here, for us. May we have only “the patience of 
Christ,” not our own, for that might spring from 
lower things. A heart fully with Him will have the 
proper answer and the proper waiting. Mverything 
presses the burden of this petition on our hearts and 
lips :—‘‘ Amen ; yes, come, Lord Jesus |” 
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